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Region 2 News Clips

Gov, Cuomo seeks to derail Adirondack rail cor storage plan (WALL STREET JOURNAL; December 19, 2017)

Gov. Andrew Cuomo is asking a federal agency to stop a railroad company from mothballing unused rail cars in the
Adirondack Park.

Knotal Planning Ground-Up Gowanus Development, Hits 800K 5F Milestone (BISNOW; December 18, 2017)

On-demand headquarters provider Knotel has cracked 600K SF of new or planned space in the U.S. in 2017 with an
entirely new sort of deal for the company.

Community demands developers complete origingl deanup agreement at Waterpointe site in Whitestons (QUEENS
COURIER; December 19, 2017)

Recent developments in the cleanup plans of a controversial Whitestone residential site have certain community
members crying foul.

S20 million in sid earmarked to prevent Nissara Falls sewage discharzes (BUFFALO NEWS; December 19, 2017)

Niagara Falls' wastewater treatment plant, which malfunctioned spectacularly this summer in an incident that brought
the city worldwide derision, is being earmarked for special aid from Albany.

Fastern Long Island shoppers facing S-cents plastic bag fee (LONG ISLAND BUSINESS NEWS; December 19, 2017)

Shoppers on eastern Long Island will soon be charged a fee for using plastic bags.

Gov, Andrew Cuomo vetpes bill expanding pine barrens area (NEWSDAY; December 19,2017)

A move to expand Long Island's pine barrens area, including this spot near the shuttered Shoreham nuclear power plant,
was scuttled by the governor.

Project aims 1o heln alewife hypass Nisseguogue River dam (NEWSDASY; December 19, 2017)

Conservationists will begin engineering studies next year for a fish passage on the Nissequogue River intended to help
tens of thousands of ocean-run alewife bypass a dam built in Colonial times, returning to their inland spawning grounds
for the first time in three centuries.

On Closer Look, PSEG Nuclear Subsidy Bill Qutrages Opponents (NJ SPOTLIGHT; December 19, 2017)

With a weekend to digest a bill to prop up New Jersey nuclear plants, foes were left fuming with many objections and
one key question: how did advocates come up with the surcharge on customers’ bills?
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National News
EB.A Delavs Bans on Uses of Harardous Chemicals (NEW YORK TIMES; December 19, 2017)

The Environmental Protection Agency will indefinitely postpone bans on certain uses of three toxic chemicals found in
consumer products, according to an update of the Trump administration’s regulatory plans.

Consulting Firm Whose Staff Scoured E.P.A. Employess’ Emails Loses Media Contract (NEW YORK TIMES; December 19,
2017)

WASHINGTON — A consulting firm has pulled out of a federal contract to provide media monitoring services to the
Environmental Protection Agency after it was disclosed that a lawyer among its top executives had been investigating
agency employees critical of the Trump administration.

EPA chief sweens office for bugs, installs high-tech locks (NBC NEWS; December 19, 2017)

WASHINGTON — The head of the Environmental Protection Agency used public money to have his office swept for
hidden listening devices and bought sophisticated biometric locks for additional security.

PEAS Health Study Required By Congress May Lift Threat Of Superfund Suit (INSIDE EPA; December 19, 2017)

Defense legislation signed into law by President Donald Trump Dec. 12 will authorize at least $7 million for a federal
study on the human health impacts stemming from perfluorinated chemicals in drinking water near military facilities,
potentially lifting the threat of a suit to force a Superfund study and bolster efforts to require strict cleanups.

EPA Review Coyld Help Suit Over California’s Glvphosate Cancer Finding (INSIDE EPA; December 19, 2017)

EPA is reiterating its conclusion that the world's most commonly-used herbicide, glyphosate, is not likely to cause human
cancers, striking a blow to California's recent listing of the substance as a carcinogen under its Proposition 65 warning-
label law and potentially aiding a pesticide industry lawsuit challenging the state's listing.

FPA Formally Ask Stakeholders How to Change the Clean Power Plan (ENVIRONMENTAL LEADER; December 19, 2017)

The Environmental Protection Agency issued a formal proposal on Monday asking stakeholders how they would change
the Clean Power Plan that would require industry to reduce CO2 emissions by 32% by 2030.

ASU scientists discover gut bactera in bees spread antibiotic-resistant genes to each other (ENN; December 19, 2017)

It’s the kind of thing you might lose sleep over.

Scientists Disgover Unexpected Sids Fifect to Cleaning Up Urban Alr (ENN; December 19, 2017)

An imbalance between the trends in two common air pollutants is unexpectedly triggering the creation of a class of
airborne organic compounds not usually found in the atmosphere over urban areas of North America, according to a
new study from Caltech.

EPA cuts could risk a public health smergency (CNN; December 18, 2017)

With time running out for Congress to reach an agreement on the budget, lawmakers are advancing a quiet but crippling
assault on the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), which has already suffered years of hollowing out from budget
cuts.

PP Replacement Plan Launchies Debate On State Flexibility, NSR Overhaul (INSIDE EPA; December 19, 2017)

EPA's advance notice of proposed rulemaking (ANPRM) seeking input on a narrow replacement for the Obama-era Clean
Power Plan (CPP) tees up discussion of a rule limiting greenhouse gas cuts to those obtainable from plant efficiency
improvements, while suggesting the agency might give states maximum flexibility to limit requirements, including
whether any federal standards are “binding.”
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Full Articles

Region 2 News
WALL STREET JOURNAL

Gov. Cuoma seeks to derall Adirondack rail car storage plan

By the Associated Press
December 19, 2017

Gov. Andrew Cuomo is asking a federal agency to stop a railroad company from mothballing unused rail cars in the
Adirondack Park.

The Democrat announced Tuesday that the Department of Environmental Conservation is filing a petition to the Surface
Transportation Board seeking to stop Saratoga and North Creek Railway from leasing its tracks for storage of unused rail
cars.

Ed Ellis, president of Chicago-based lowa Pacific Holdings, parent company of the railway, didn't immediately respond to
a request for comment Tuesday.

The railroad purchased the 30-mile line from North Creek to Tahawus in the High Peaks with plans to start freight service
five years ago, but that never materialized. Now it's seeking to make money by leasing the tracks for storing hundreds of
rail cars.

BISNOW

Knotel Planning Ground-Up Gowanus Development, Hits 600K SF Milestane

By Matthew Rothstein
December 18, 2017

On-demand headquarters provider Knotel has cracked 600K SF of new or planned space in the U.S. in 2017 with an
entirely new sort of deal for the company.

Knotel on Monday announced plans to develop and co-own a mixed-use property at 473 President St. in Gowanus, a
block and a half from the Gowanus Canal, which is in the midst of an EPA-led cleanup for its notorious pollution.
Knotel's development partner chose not to be named. The project will include office space, which Knotel will occupy in
its entirety, as well as retail, a community facility and parking. The total project is expected to be between 150K and
300K SF, and although plans have yet to be finalized, Knotel expects to deliver the building by 2019. “Gowanus is an up-
and-coming office market that is becoming a commercial destination for entrepreneurs and startups,” Knotel CEO Amol
Sarva said in a statement. "We're looking forward to being part of a larger push to develop the neighborhood into a
desirable destination for a community of thriving companies.” Though the 1M SF mark Knotel hoped to reach by the end
of the year appears unattainable, the company still hopes to hit the number in short order. it reached 500K SF in
November, soon after announcing plans for its flagship location in Union Square and accusing WeWork of corporate
espionage. Knotel and WeWork are among the most aggressive movers in New York's co-working and flexible office
space market, but The Yard beat both of them to Gowanus in 2016. WeWork has yet to enter the neighborhood.
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QUEENS COURIER

Community demands developers complete orizinal cleanup agresment at Waterpointe site in Whitestone

By Suzanne Monteverdi

December 19, 2017

Recent developments in the cleanup plans of a controversial Whitestone residential site have certain community
members crying foul.

The 18-acre site at 151-45 Sixth Road called Waterpointe, which was formerly an industrial zone, has been a topic of
concern in the neighborhood for over a decade. Edgestone Group LLC, the site’s current owner, is working to remediate
the site — which is covered with toxic soil — under the oversight of the state’s Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) through the voluntary Brownfield Cleanup Program.

Edgestone purchased the land in 2012 for $11 million and originally sought to build 97 two-family townhouse homes
and nine additional single-family houses at the site. However, the developers changed their plans to 52 single-family
homes after protests from the community.

At Community Board 7’s general meeting on Dec. 18, Environmental Committee Chairperson James Cervino outlined the
board’s concerns after the state Department of Environmental Conservation’s (DEC) latest updates on the project.

In September, the state agency announced that it had modified the cleanup agreement with developers. After an
inspection, DEC determined the site was slated to achieve a “Track 4 restricted residential cleanup” instead of the
initially agreed upon a more intensive “Track 2 residential cleanup.”

After the recent inspection, the DEC told board member Joe Sweeney that, “out of an abundance of caution,” it gave the
developer a choice: remove a large amount of the toxic fill or install a cover over the contamination, then top that with 2
feet of fresh soil. Developers chose the latter — which the DEC considers to be a Track 4 cleanup.

In November, Whitestone residents and state Senator Tony Avella met at the site for a press conference, claiming the
community was “kept in the dark” about the development in the project.

The site was originally purchased for $25 million in 2005 by developer Bayrock Group, who later went bankrupt after
they were fined by DEC for transporting toxic soil into the already contaminated site. The Track 4 designation, Cervino
said, means the developer has recontaminated the site once again.
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“The question is, what happened here?” he said.

The DEC also informed Sweeney that Edgestone is slated to get its certificate of completion for the remediation work by
the end of the month.

In response, Sweeney proposed involving the office of the New York State Inspector General.

“l think at this point, if they’re going to issue the certificate of completion in contrary to what the original Brownfield
condition said ... I should think that maybe we should ask the Inspector General of the state of New York to do an
investigation on this,” Sweeney said. “They did not fulfill the requirements to the community and they did not protect
the site’s conservation.”

Board 7 Chairperson Gene Kelty said Sweeney should draft a letter to request such an action.

“I know why they want to sign off on this in 2017: because [Edgestone] loses all the tax benefits from the program,”
Sweeney said. “But | don’t care ... There’s going to be people living here some day at this site.”

The board will send letters to state Senator Tony Avella and Assemblyman Edward Braunstein to ask them to hold up the
process in Albany, Kelty said.

“IThe state electeds] are the ones who should be insisting on having an instantaneous meeting,” he said. “We have to
get the state people to say, ‘Look, you have to do something."”

“I think we’ve been talking and talking while the clock has been ticking away,” board member Selma Moses said.

QNS reached out to DEC for comment and is awaiting a response.

BUFFALO NEWS

520 million in aid earmarked to prevent Niagara Falls sewage discharzes

By Thomas J. Prohaska

December 19, 2017

Niagara Falls' wastewater treatment plant, which malfunctioned spectacularly this summer in an incident that brought
the city worldwide derision, is being earmarked for special aid from Albany.

Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul announced Tuesday that Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo will ask the State Legislature for $20 million for
what she described as the first phase of improvements at the sewer plant.
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The proposal is to be included in the State of the State address, which Cuomo will make next month.

"It feels like Christmas today," Niagara Falls Water Board Chairman Daniel T. O'Callaghan said at the news conference in
the Niagara Gorge Discovery Center.

Environmental Conservation Commissioner Basil Seggos told reporters that the state has $500,000 on hand now to pay
for two engineering studies on the plant, which would determine exactly what can be done with the $20 million.

Though the long-term goal is to convert the plant from its current carbon-based treatment system to a biological
system, officials said work can be done in the short term to prevent excessive discharges from the plant.

The Department of Environmental Conservation and the Water Board, which operates the city's water and sewer
systems, signed a consent order Tuesday in response to the July 29 "black water" incident.

A video of the discharge of smelly carbon-colored water from the main sewer outflow beside the Maid of the Mist dock
went viral and led to a $50,000 fine against the Water Board.

The Water Board also has absorbed criticism from the DEC for excessive discharges of untreated storm sewage after
heavy rains, though these are common in communities that combine storm and sanitary sewage in the same mains.

Seggos said the consent order requires a wet-weather operations plan that would reduce those combined sewer
overflows; installation of a permanent monitoring system at the sewer plant; permanent, ongoing staff training; and a
plan to reduce sludge buildup that contributed to the "black water" incident.

There actually will be two engineering studies, one due in nine months and the other in 15 months. O'Callaghan said the
studies will point the way to what needs to be done to improve the plant.

"This is just phase one. After phase one, we'll see what we go from there," he said.
“It's too early to tell how expensive it's going to be,” Seggos said.

The DEC chief said his staff's investigation of the July 29 incident showed "certainly some operator error, but also a very
antiquated system."

"No matter what we do operationally, what is needed are some long-term upgrades," Hochul said. "To protect our
beautiful falls and the Niagara River from future episodes of black water, New York State is stepping in to make sure
these findings are acted on."

Seggos said the 40-year-old plant was built with a carbon sewage treatment system because local officials believed at
the time that it would be the most effective way of treating liquid discharged from chemical plants. But Niagara Falls has
less of that type of industry than it once did.

Seggos said there are only three carbon-treatment wastewater plants left in the state.

"Marrying our enforcement strategy also with funding, that's really the way that we're going to get out of this
infrastructure mess that our predecessors have left us with," Seggos said.

Hochul said the July 29 discharge was "a great source of distress and frustration for everyone who lives here. How could
this happen? And this preventable incident was made worse by deteriorating infrastructure."

“The long-term goal here is to fix the problem," Seggos said. “That may involve having to re-engineer the plant. It may
involve certain parts of the plant being taken off-line completely and rebuilt from scratch. It is an outdated plant.”

Seggos said the $20 million would be a grant to the Water Board, but future phases of the work could include zero-
interest loans from the state Environmental Facilities Corp. and the possibility that Niagara Falls ratepayers would pay
more.

"We are going to keep this entire investment as palatable as possible for the ratepayers in the area, which is why the
governor stepped up with the $20 million, to keep that figure as low as possible. This is a hardship community in some
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ways, but it's also a community that has a tremendous amount to gain economically," Seggos said. "l would imagine that
a combination of the two, grants and low-interest loans, would get the Water Board where they need to be."

Seggos said part of the study will include assessing whether the Falls Street Tunnel, the main sewer outfall near the Maid
of the Mist dock and above the water line, can be moved.

"There are great responsibilities that come with being one of the icons of the natural environment," Niagara Falls Mayor
Paul A. Dyster said. "We found out back in July that a whole lot of people around this globe are very concerned about
environmental conditions here at Niagara Falls. That means there's a spotlight showing on our efforts here."

LONG ISLAND BUSINESS NEWS

Fastern Long slond shoppers facing S-cents plastic bap fee

By the Associated Press

December 19, 2017

Shoppers on eastern Long Island will soon be charged a fee for using plastic bags.

According to published reports, Suffolk County’s new plastic bag law takes effect Jan. 1. Under the law, shoppers will be
charged five cents for each single-use bag.

County Legislator William Spencer says the initiative is an important step that will help curb pollution. Plastic bags can
harm wildlife and cause clogging in drains.

Environmental advocates have praised the law.

Some local merchants say they were unaware of the change and worry shoppers will complain. Spencer says shoppers
can bring their own bags to avoid the fee.

New York City officials proposed a plastic bag fee but Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo blocked it.

NEWSDAY

Giow, Andrew Cuomo vetoes bill expanding pine barrens ares
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The measure would have expanded the core designation to more than 1,000 acres in Shoreham and Mastic.

By Yancey Roy and Mark Harrington

December 19, 2017

A move to expand Long Island's pine barrens area, including this spot near the shuttered Shoreham nuclear power plant,
was scuttled by the governor.

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has vetoed a bill that would have expanded Long Island’s pine barrens area, citing the lack of
public hearings and the potential to block a solar-energy proposal in Suffolk County.

“l am dedicated to preserving the Long Island pine barrens and other open space on Long Island. However, this bill,
which passed without any public hearings or notice to the landowners, is not the appropriate avenue to accomplish that
worthy goal,” the governor said in a veto message released Tuesday. “It unnecessarily pits land preservation against
renewable energy, both of which are necessary to preserve the state’s environment and natural resources for future
generations.”

The measure, approved by the State Legislature in June, would have expanded the core pine barrens designation to
more than 1,000 acres in Shoreham and Mastic in Suffolk County. It would have shielded those lands from development.

But it also would have scuttled an energy company’s proposal to use some of the acreage to install thousands of solar
panels to supply the state’s energy grid.

Cuomo said his administration sought to negotiate an amendment for the bill that included “taking tracts of land out of
the bill, adding land elsewhere, swapping land with the private land owners” and other options. But talks failed.

“Unfortunately, a negotiated resolution proved unworkable,” the governor said. He added that his staff will continue
talks with local groups and lawmakers to find a middle ground.

Assemb. Steve Englebright (D-Setauket), one of the primary sponsors of the bill, vowed that lawmakers would take
another stab at expanding the pine barrens in a new bill in 2018.

“It's really disappointing,” Englebright said of Cuomo’s veto, “but we plan on revisiting this issue.”
Get The 1600 newsletter
Get our inside look at the White House and goings on in the Donald Trump administration.

“Up until late yesterday, there were extensive negotiations between the Town of Brookhaven, the developer of the
Mastic Pine Barrens (or woods property), the governor’s office and the Legislature,” added Sen. Kenneth LaValle (R-Port
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Jefferson), the other primary sponsor, who also decried the veto. “These lands are particularly critical for the ecology of
the Forge River. Destroying the forest and the trees to install solar power just does not make sense at either the Mastic
Woods or Shoreham Old Growth Coastal Forest properties.”

Environmental groups that supported the bill said the Town of Brookhaven had offered to swap 75 acres so that Middle
Island Solar, the company looking to build an array of solar panels in Suffolk County, could build on a new site while
allowing the pine barrens expansion. The Long Island Pine Barrens Society and more than a dozen environmental and
civic groups wrote to Cuomo asking him to sign the bill.

Richard Amper, executive director of the Pine Barrens Society, said he was “shocked and dismayed” by the veto.
In contrast, the New York League of Conservation Voters applauded the veto.

“Preservation and renewable energy should not be pitted against each other and we were greatly concerned by
legislation that would have done just that,” NYCLV President Marcia Bystryn said.

NEWSDAY

Project aims o help slewife byvpass Nissequogue River dam

By Nicholas Spangler

December 19, 2017

Conservationists will begin engineering studies next year for a fish passage on the Nissequogue River intended to help
tens of thousands of ocean-run alewife bypass a dam built in Colonial times, returning to their inland spawning grounds
for the first time in three centuries.

The speedy, iridescent alewife, a type of herring, feeds predators ranging from ocean mammals and birds to the trout
that were once abundant in Smithtown’s waters. But researchers began observing drastic declines in river herring
populations starting in the 1990s nationwide due to overfishing, habitat degradation and dams like the ones that block
almost every river on Long Island. The National Marine Fisheries Services listed the fish as a “species of concern” in
2006. Its experts are now deciding if alewife and another type of river herring should be listed as endangered or
threatened.
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Work on the Nissequogue River, which is one of the North Shore’s largest and extends to Hauppauge, would take place
near the north end of Phillips Millpond. It would restore access to spawning grounds as far inland as Stump Pond in
Blydenburgh Park, roughly 6 miles from the Long Island Sound.

The monthslong $209,000 planning phase of the project will be funded by grants from New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation and the Long Island Sound Futures Fund. The Connecticut Fund for the Environment’s Save
the Sound project will oversee the work.

“This is a unique opportunity on the Nissequogue,” said Gwen Macdonald, the Connecticut Fund’s director of habitat
restoration. “You're making this permanent change in one specific location that impacts species of fish that travel all the
way out to the Atlantic Ocean.”

The passage will help fish overcome rushing water and a roughly 6-foot change in elevation at the dam’s spillway. Design
of the passage hasn’t been determined yet, Macdonald said, but similar projects have involved building a series of pools
allowing the fish to bypass the dam, or installation of a prefabricated metal chute like the one in place at Argyle Lake in
Babylon Village.

The total alewife run on Long Island probably averages 150,000 fish, according to the DEC. The runs at the Peconic River
and Alewife Creek in Southampton account for about 50,000 fish each, with runs in streams on the North and South
shores and Peconic Bay accounting for the remainder. The count on the Nissequogue is unknown, though researchers
know from video footage that the alewife is present.

Long Island waterways, like those in most of the settled Northeast, are dotted with dams or remnants of dams used for
milling lumber and grain — Phillips was used for both — or flood control. A structure as short as a foot can block the
alewife. “They don't really jump like salmon do,” said Victoria O’Neill, the DEC’s Long Island Sound habitat restoration
coordinator.

What the alewife lacks in athleticism it makes up for in determination, O’Neill said. It matters little that no alewife has
made the passage in centuries. “If you give them a way to do it, they will get over the dam.”

Since 2008, according to the DEC, 13 fish passages have been built on Long Island.

Brad Harris, Smithtown’s historian, said that he was eager to see a return of the alewife, which supported a food web
rich into the 20th century with trout, bass, perch and the like. He described a fisherman’s heaven that fed locals and
drew wealthy Manhattanites.

“ hope it works,” he said of the fish passage. “I'd like to see the waters in Smithtown returned to a sportsman’s
paradise.”

NJ SPOTLIGHT

On Closer Look, PSEG Nuclear Subsidy Bill Cutrages Opponents

By Tom Johnson

December 19, 2017
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With a weekend to digest a bill to prop up New Jersey nuclear plants, foes were left fuming with many objections and
one key question: how did advocates come up with the surcharge on customers’ bills?

The levy appears tiny (50.004 per kilowatt hour), but has huge implications for ratepayers. It could provide anywhere
from $300 million to $350 million a year to Public Service Enterprise Group, or at least $1.2 billion in subsidies over an
initial four-year period.

“Was that number plucked out of thin air?”” asked Ev Liebman, associate director of AARP of New Jersey. “We don’t
know where that number comes from and there is no justification for it in the bill.”

The legislation {S03560), introduced late Thursday evening after a long year of intense lobbying by PSEG, is up for a vote
in two legislative committees tomorrow. Unless it obtains financial help for its nuclear units in South Jersey, the
company says it will shutter them.

Secret surcharge

The surcharge provision, tucked into a single paragraph in an eight-page bill, reflects a rare legislative intrusion into
setting prices in a competitive energy market the state joined nearly two decades ago. Handing out subsidies to a big
player in that market is a step that rankles rivals in the energy sector and the customers who will foot the bill.

“It sounds small, but for some of my members it could run $400,000 a year,” said Dennis Hart, executive director of the
Chemistry Industry Council of New Jersey. “If they have more than one location, it’s a lot more.”

For a typical residential customer, the cost amounts to about $31 a year, according to PSEG.

PSEG’s top executive has repeatedly warned that closing the plants will end up costing consumers more — $400 million
a year according to economic analyses by a pair of consultants.

Still making money

Yet the company concedes the plants are still profitable, and will remain so for two years, as critics point out. “They may
end up getting subsidies when they are profitable,” noted Steven Goldenberg, an attorney representing large energy
users who will be hit hard by the proposed subsidies.

Some of his members will be paying a half-million dollars more for energy a year; two will pay up to a million dollars,
Goldenberg claimed. “If you don’t think that influences corporate decisions about investment and whether to locate to
another state, then | have a bridge to sell you,” he said.

When asked how the value of $0.004 was arrived at, PSEG said that is what the sponsors put on the value of preserving
nuclear. Two consultants found nuclear is worth five to six times that amount when environmental, resiliency, and
economic benefits are considered, according to Michael Jennings, a PSEG spokesman.

Opponents, however, speculated that PSEG always was intent on obtaining some $300 million annually in subsidies so
came up with that number by dividing that number into total retail sales of electricity yearly in New Jersey. The company
said it employed energy years 2011-2016, using Energy Information Administration data.
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Sen. Bob Smith, a Democrat sponsor of the bill who is expected to steer it through the lame-duck session, did not return
a call yesterday to his office. Senate President Stephen Sweeney is the other sponsor.

Too much power for BPU?

Beyond the cost, opponents also are worried about the prospect that the bill gives the state Board of Public Utilities
responsibility to decide whether a company deserves the proposed subsidy. They also question why the bill fails to set
what is an acceptable earnings level for a company seeking a subsidy.

“We question whether the BPU, established to regulate prices in a utility market, has the capacity, expertise, and
wherewithal to evaluate prices and finances in the private sector,” Liebman said.

Others, including Division of Rate Counsel Stefanie Brand, question how the public will know whether the subsidies are
justified — given that the bill provides confidentiality to financial information the company submits to the BPU.

Finally, some foes say it is not even clear if the bill prevents out-of-state nuclear plants to qualify for the subsidy.

PJM Interconnection, the operator of the regional power grid, once again expressed concerns about the proposed bill,
disputing some of PSEG’s arguments about why it is necessary.

“PJM sees no evidence to indicate out-of-market payments to New Jersey generation resources are required to further
reliability or fuel-security interests,” the organization said in a statement.

PSEG’s Jennings replied that PJM “has been discussing solutions to these issues for years and have done nothing to
correct the market imperfections.”

MNational News
NEW YORK TIMES

E.PA Delays Bans on Uses of Hazardous Chemicals

By Sheila Kaplan
December 19, 2017

The Environmental Protection Agency will indefinitely postpone bans on certain uses of three toxic chemicals found in
consumer products, according to an update of the Trump administration’s regulatory plans.

Critics said the reversal demonstrated the agency’s increasing reluctance to use enforcement powers granted to it last
year by Congress under the Toxic Substances Control Act.

E.P.A. Administrator Scott Pruitt is “blatantly ignoring Congress’s clear directive to the agency to better protect the
health and safety of millions of Americans by more effectively regulating some of the most dangerous chemicals known
to man,” said Senator Tom Carper, Democrat of Delaware and the ranking minority member on the Senate Environment
and Public Works committee.

The E.P.A. declined to comment. In a news release earlier this month, the agency wrote that its “commonsense,
balanced approach carefully protects both public health and the environment while curbing unnecessary regulatory
burdens that stifle economic growth for communities across the country.”

Agency officials dropped prohibitions against certain uses of two chemicals from the administration’s Unified Agenda of
Regulatory and Deregulatory Actions, which details short- and long-term plans of the federal agencies. The third ban was
dropped in the spring edition of that report.
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The proposed bans targeted methylene chloride and N-methylpyrrolidone (NMP), ingredients in paint strippers, and
trichloroethylene (TCE), used as a spot cleaner in dry-cleaning and as a degreasing agent.

Under an overhaul of the Toxic Substances Control Act last year, the E.P.A. initially is reviewing the risks of ten
chemicals, including other uses of these three. The updated law is known as the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for
the 21st Century Act, named after the late New Jersey senator who had long championed an overhaul of the loophole-
ridden toxic substances law.

The revised law had strong bipartisan support. The Senate passed the measure on a voice vote; the House approved it
403 to 12. The intention was to give the E.P.A. the authority necessary to require new testing and regulation of
thousands of chemicals used in everyday products, from laundry detergents to hardware supplies.

E.P.A. Administrator Scott Pruitt testifying before a House committee earlier this month. The E.P.A. has declined to
pursue bans on certain uses of three toxic chemicals. CreditPete Marovich/Getty Images

In a compromise that disappointed some environmental advocates, the law required the E.P.A. to examine about 20
chemicals at a time, for no longer than seven years per chemical. But the law expressly allowed for faster action on high-
risk uses of methylene chloride, NMP and TCE.

Public health experts had been pushing for faster review of methylene chloride-based paint strippers after several
deaths from inhalation, among them a 21-year-old who died recently after stripping a bathtub.

It has been several years since the E.P.A. first declared these applications of the three chemicals to be dangerous. The
agency itself has found TCE “carcinogenic to humans by all routes of exposure” and has reported that it causes
developmental and reproductive damage.

“Potential health concerns from exposure to trichloroethylene, based on limited epidemiological data and evidence
from animal studies, include decreased fetal growth and birth defects, particularly cardiac birth defects,” agency officials
noted in 2013.

Methylene chloride is toxic to the brain and liver, and NMP can harm the reproductive system.

Michael Dourson, President Trump’s nominee to oversee the E.P.A.’s chemical safety branch, in 2010 represented the
Halogenated Solvents Industry Alliance before the E.P.A., which was considering restrictions on TCE.

Mr. Dourson, who withdrew his name from consideration last week, had been working as an E.P.A. adviser while
awaiting confirmation. The agency did not respond to a query about whether Mr. Dourson had been involved in the
evaluation of TCE.

The E.P.A. now describes the enforcement actions regarding TCE, methylene chloride and NMP as “long-term actions”
without a set deadline.
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“The delays are very disturbing,” said Dr. Richard Denison, lead senior scientist of the Environmental Defense Fund.
“This latest agenda shows that instead of using their expanded authorities under this new law, the E.P.A. is shoving
health protections from highly toxic chemicals to the very back of the back burner.”

Representative Frank Pallone, Democrat of New Jersey and the ranking minority member of the House Energy and
Commerce committee, agreed, saying, “These indefinite delays are unnecessary and dangerous.”

“The harmful impacts of these chemicals are avoidable, and E.P.A. should finalize the proposed rules as soon as
possible,” he added.

NEW YORK TIMES

Consulting Firmn Whose Staff Scoured E.PA. Emplovees’ Emails Loses Media Contract

By Eric Lipton and Lisa Friedman
December 19, 2017

WASHINGTON — A consulting firm has pulled out of a federal contract to provide media monitoring services to the
Environmental Protection Agency after it was disclosed that a lawyer among its top executives had been investigating
agency employees critical of the Trump administration.

Joe Pounder, the president of Definers Public Affairs, said in a statement on Twitter that his company’s $120,000
contract with the E.P.A., which it was awarded this month, had become a “distraction.”

The contract came under scrutiny because of the company’s links to America Rising, a Virginia-based corporation and
Republican political operation with several offshoots that have investigated E.P.A. officials. One lawyer on the
company’s staff, Allan Blutstein, sent a series of Freedom of Information Act requests to the E.P.A. asking for

email correspondence by employees who had been publicly critical of the Trump administration’s management of the
agency.

America Rising and its affiliates also separately deployed “trackers” to videotape climate change activists and produced
news releases and videos favorable to Scott Pruitt, the administrator of the E.P.A.

Definers Public Affairs, a corporate entity, shares multiple top executives with America Rising, including Mr. Pounder.
Both he and E.P.A. officials said the contract was solely to monitor and collect news articles and videos that appear
about the agency. E.P.A. officials said a need for compiling those news reports was not being met sufficiently by its
previous vendor.

But agency employees — particularly those who had been targeted by America Rising after they raised questions about
the management of Mr. Trump’s E.P.A. — said they were fearful the new contract might translate into increased
surveillance of agency staff.

E.P.A. officials and Mr. Pounder disputed that suggestion.

“Definers offered E.P.A. a better and more efficient news clipping service that would give E.P.A.’s employees real-time
news at a lower cost than what previous administrations paid for more antiquated clipping services,” Mr. Pounder said.
“But it's become clear this will become a distraction. As a result, Definers and the E.P.A. have decided to forgo the
contract.”

Mr. Pounder also said on Twitter that other government agencies had expressed interest in his company’s services, but
said his firm would no longer work with the federal government.
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Contract documents show that Definers — which on its website lists its founder, president and top partner — applied to
the E.P.A. as a “disadvantaged business,” a status that can give a bidder preference as it pursues a federal contract.

Asked about this filing, Mr. Pounder said that it was a computer error, and that the company recently corrected its
status in the federal contracting system to make clear that it was not a “disadvantaged business.”

An E.P.A. spokesman said that Definers did not receive any benefit as a result of the original disadvantaged status claim.

The move to drop the contract came after a liberal nonprofit group, Public Citizen, filed a formal protest late

Monday with the Government Accountability Office saying that Definers had illegally been granted the deal. Public
Citizen cited contract records indicating that no other bidders had been considered. The protest was filed on behalf of
two other companies that offer similar services to the ones that Definers had been hired to deliver.

“Federal law establishes that full and open competition is the standard means for contracting,” the protest letter said.

Jahan Wilcox, an E.P.A. spokesman, declined to say why the agency had listed the contract as a sole-source notification,
with Definers as the intended recipient.

He noted that the agency publicly announced the no-bid contract on federal websites, as is required, so that other
vendors could have the opportunity to apply. One other company responded, E.P.A. officials said, and Definers was
chosen for the job. Mr. Wilcox did not identify the other company.

“How we consume the news has changed, and we hope to find a vendor that can provide us with real-time news clips at
a rate that is cheaper than our previous vendor,” he said.

Separately, Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, Democrat of Rhode Island, sent a letter on Tuesday to Mr. Pruitt, urging him
to move on his own to cancel the contract.

Mr. Whitehouse said that America Rising Squared, a dark-money, nonprofit partner of Definers, set up a website this
year pushing the Senate to confirm Mr. Pruitt. He said the firm also has conducted an elaborate surveillance operation
tracking climate activists critical of the Trump administration, including Tom Steyer, the liberal billionaire donor, and
sought to gather emails of E.P.A. employees who questioned Mr. Pruitt’s actions and policy.

“E.P.A.’s contract with Definers risks further politicizing the agency and is another instance of E.P.A. under your tenure
becoming captured by the industry it regulates,” Mr. Whitehouse wrote, citing reporting by The New York Times

and Mother Jones, which was the first to disclose the contract award. “At a minimum, it presents an appearance of
impropriety to which you as administrator should never be a party. For the reasons that follow, you should terminate
this contract immediately.”

Statements by Mr. Pounder that America Rising and Definers are separate entities were simply false, Mr. Whitehouse
said in his letter.

“These organizations may have different corporate forms, but we should all be clear that they are merely different parts
of the same multifaceted partisan operation,” Mr. Whitehouse wrote. “Any claim they are distinct is a sham.”

Joe Wagner, the managing director of the Washington office of Fenton, a public relations firm that identifies itself as
supporting social change and was a party to the protest filed by Public Citizen, said he was glad the contract award had
been terminated.

“They should put it out to bid,” he said. “That is standard practice.”

NBC NEWS
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EPA chief sweeps office for bugs, installs high-tech locks

by Associated Press
December 19, 2017

WASHINGTON — The head of the Environmental Protection Agency used public money to have his office swept for
hidden listening devices and bought sophisticated biometric locks for additional security.

The spending items, totaling nearly $9,000, are among a string of increased counter-surveillance precautions taken by
EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, who also requires around-the-clock protection by an armed security team. The EPA’s
Office of Inspector General is already investigating Pruitt's $25,000 purchase of a custom-made soundproof privacy
booth for his office to deter eavesdropping on his phone calls.

An accounting of Pruitt's spending for the bug sweep and pricey locks was provided to The Associated Press by an EPA
employee who spoke on condition of anonymity, citing concerns of retaliation.

EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox defended the spending.

"Administrator Pruitt has received an unprecedented amount of threats against him and while The Associated Press
attempts to trivialize his safety, there is nothing nefarious about security decisions made by EPA's Protective Service
Detail," Wilcox said Monday.

EPA's headquarters in Washington is a secure building, with armed guards posted at the entrances and metal detectors
and X-ray machines for scanning visitors and their bags.

EPA paid $3,000 in April to Edwin Steinmetz Associates to conduct the bug sweep. The purchase of the biometric locks,
which typically work by electronically scanning a person's fingerprint, was spread over two transactions earlier this year
of $3,390 and $2,495.

Expenses under $3,500 are not typically listed on a federal contracting website that provides public disclosure of
government spending.

EPA employees don't typically deal with government secrets, though the agency does occasionally receive, handle and
store classified material because of its homeland security, emergency response and continuity missions.

In an interview last week, security contractor Ed Steinmetz declined to comment on his work for specific clients, citing
non-disclosure agreements. He confirmed, however, that $3,000 is his standard rate for a one-day job.

Steinmetz said he specializes in using sophisticated detectors to scan for tiny listening devices hidden in furniture or
walls, as well as in other electronic devices such as computer mice or phone chargers. He can also runs checks to see if a
phone line is tapped.

"I can't confirm or deny EPA," said Steinmetz, a former police officer who said he has worked as a contractor for about
15 federal agencies. "However, that would be an agency that if you have confidential information being discussed that
could negatively impact their operation, they would want to know about it."

Wilcox said that under the Obama administration, then-EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson also had her office swept for
listening devices. Wilcox declined to provide the specific details of that spending, including the year and amount.

Asked about the special phone booth in his office during a congressional oversight hearing earlier this month, Pruitt said
the purchase was justified because he needs a secure phone line in his office to communicate with officials at the White
House, located just a few blocks away.

None of Pruitt's predecessors installed a similar phone setup.
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INSIDE EPA

PFAS Health Study Required By Congress May LIFt Threat OF Superfund Suit

By Suzanne Yohannan
December 19, 2017

Defense legislation signed into law by President Donald Trump Dec. 12 will authorize at least $7 million for a federal
study on the human health impacts stemming from perfluorinated chemicals in drinking water near military facilities,
potentially lifting the threat of a suit to force a Superfund study and bolster efforts to require strict cleanups.

Rob Bilott -- an attorney who has long pushed EPA to address the threat of drinking water contaminated with per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) -- sent a Dec. 13 letter to federal health agencies asking whether, given the funding
authorization, the agencies now plan to move forward with studies of health impacts from PFAS or whether he will be
forced to sue them to conduct the study.

While “funding historically has been perceived to be an impediment to initiating such work,” he points to the newly
enacted defense authorization bill, H.R. 2810, which requires the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to
conduct a health study on the impact of PFAS, including an exposure assessment, focused on no less than eight current
or former military installations where the chemicals have contaminated drinking water.

Bilott in the letter asks the agencies to confirm whether the defense law requirement “means that your Agencies will
now move forward immediately with the types of studies we requested (without the need for formal legal action to
force such work), and the schedule by which such work will be conducted.”

PFAS are a class of emerging contaminants generally known for their non-stick qualities. They were used in a host of
consumer and industrial applications and in firefighting foam, contaminating fire-fighting training sites across the
country. They have been linked to adverse heaith effects, including some types of cancer.

The new law authorizes $7 million for the CDC study but does not include authorization for additional Navy and Air Force
funding to remediate PFAS-contaminated sites, which had been included in the Senate version of the bill.

The study is to examine human health implications of PFAS contamination “in drinking water, ground water, and any
other sources of water and relevant exposure vectors, including the cumulative human health implications of multiple
types of PFAS contamination at levels above and below health advisory levels."

EPA in 2016 set non-binding lifetime health advisory levels for two PFAS -- perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and
perfluorooctanesulfonic acid -- of 70 parts per billion. But the agency has not set enforceable cleanup standards,
resulting in states increasingly setting their own standards that are stricter than EPA's recommendations.

As such, any federal study could bolster efforts by Bilott -- an attorney who has represented West Virginia and Ohio
residents exposed to PFAS contamination -- and others to press regulators to force cleanups, as well as in potential
nuisance suits against companies.

Health Study

In September, Bilott pressed in letters to both EPA and the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) for
a national study of health impacts from PFAS. He noted that ATSDR has authority under the Superfund law to mandate
such a study and has recognized “the feasibility, importance, and need” for the study. He warned that the agency’s
continuing failure to conduct a study would provide a basis for national class action litigation.

In the Dec. 13 letter, he asks whether the defense act-mandated study will include testing of firefighters and emergency
responders, who may have been exposed through firefighting foams that contained PFAS or through gear.

Bilott in the letter indicates he and ATSDR and CDC officials held a conference call Nov. 20 about his overall request. He
said as to the firefighter testing, ATSDR on the call indicated it “may have been interpreting the work we were
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requesting in this regard to be something that had to be handled and coordinated through” the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health. He asks the officials to confirm whether that is still ATSDR’s belief, or whether
exposures to firefighters and emergency responders will be included in the new study.

The letter is addressed to Patrick Breysse, ATSDR director, and other ATSDR and CDC officials. While ATSDR is an
independent agency within the Department of Health and Human Services, the CDC performs many of ATSDR’s
administrative functions.

Bilott also says the call and a Nov. 6 letter from Breysse show the agency shares Bilott and his clients’ concerns that this
is a significant public health issue and ATSDR has begun discussing the issues with other agencies.

He notes that EPA Dec. 4 announced plan to collaborate with other federal agencies on PFAS exposures, although he
adds that “we are unaware of any nationwide studies of the nature we requested being actually initiated by any such
federal agencies.”

In the Nov. 6 letter, Breysse says ATSDR and CDC earlier this year initiated a meeting with other federal agencies --
including EPA -- on PFAS to “identify areas of synergy and opportunities for coordination across government agencies.”
The collaboration among agencies “allows us to identify expertise, share current research, and identify resources to
address our approach to understanding the health impact of PFAS exposure,” he says.

In his Dec. 13 letter, Bilott says he and his clients continue to seek to work with the agencies to participate in the design
and implementation of PFAS studies or testing.

He wants the agencies to build on previous science and medical panel work that was done as part of a settlement of
legal claims relating to PFOA, and to “expand those models to investigations, studies, and testing for the broader range
of PFAS exposures,” his letter says.

Bilott previously represented a class of approximately 70,000 plaintiffs whose drinking water supplies in West Virginia
and Ohio had been contaminated with PFOA, also known as C8, from a manufacturing plant then-owned by E.I. Du Pont
de Nemours & Company. The settlement led to blood testing of approximately 69,000 people and the creation of an
independent science panel to confirm which diseases were linked to PFOA exposure, as well as treatment of the
contaminated water and medical monitoring of the class for each disease linked to the chemical.

INSIDE EPA

ERPA Review Could Help Suit Over California’s Glvphosate Cancer Finding

By Dave Reynolds
December 19, 2017

EPA is reiterating its conclusion that the world's most commonly-used herbicide, glyphosate, is not likely to cause human
cancers, striking a blow to California's recent listing of the substance as a carcinogen under its Proposition 65 warning-
label law and potentially aiding a pesticide industry lawsuit challenging the state's listing.

The agency on Dec. 18 posted to its website preliminary human health and ecological risk assessments for glyphosate,
supporting the agency's ongoing Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) registration review of the
substance. EPA will publish the drafts in the Federal Register in early 2018 and seek public input on the documents for
60 days. EPA plans to issue an interim registration review decision for glyphosate in 2019.

“The draft human health risk assessment concludes that glyphosate is not likely to be carcinogenic to humans,” EPA says
in a Dec. 18 statement, adding that the review found no significant human health risks if glyphosate is used according to
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label instructions. “The Agency’s scientific findings are consistent with the conclusions of science reviews by a number of
other countries as well as the 2017 National Institute of Health Agricultural Health Survey.”

The draft ecological review indicates risks to birds and mammals, as well as to terrestrial and aquatic plants.

Along with the reviews, EPA issued a host of supporting documents, including an update to its September 2016 issue
paper where the Obama EPA found glyphosate is not likely to cause human cancers, and a response to a December 2016
FIFRA Scientific Advisory Panel that split on the question of glyphosate's carcinogenicity.

Environmentalists have long pressed EPA for stricter oversight of glyphosate, arguing that heavy use of the substance,
particularly since the advent of genetically-modified crops designed to withstand glyphosate in the 1990s, poses
significant ecological and human health risks.

But whether glyphosate causes human cancers has been the driving question in EPA’s registration review, especially
after the World Health Organization's International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) in a 2015 monograph
concluded that glyphosate probably causes cancer.

The pesticide industry and Republican lawmakers have faulted the IARC finding and pressed EPA to speed its registration
review to rebuke the IARC cancer risk finding and allow continued use of the substance.

California’s Listing

EPA documents have suggested at least as far back as an Oct. 1, 2015 report, which was released on EPA's website and
subsequently withdrawn, that glyphosate is unlikely to cause human cancers. The agency's decision to reiterate those
findings in the new documents could help critics of California's Proposition 65 listing in their legal challenge to the state's
decision.

Pesticide manufacturer Monsanto Co. and a host of agricultural industry groups and state business organizations Nov.
15 filed a lawsuit in federal court in California seeking to rescind California's listing of glyphosate as a carcinogen under
the state's Proposition 65 warning-label law. Plaintiffs charge the listing violates several sections of the U.S. Constitution
and could disrupt the nation's food production and processing supply chains.

If the Prop. 65 listing is upheld by the courts, companies would be subject to providing warning requirements for
glyphosate in products beginning July 7, 2018.

In the Dec. 12 revised issue paper on glyphosate's potential cancer risk, EPA argues that significant evidence exists to
support a conclusion that glyphosate is unlikely to cause human cancers, but notes a shortcoming in epidemiological
human health data, precludes a conclusion on a potential risk of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL).

“An extensive database exists for evaluating the carcinogenic potential of glyphosate, including 63 epidemiological
studies, 14 animal carcinogenicity studies, and nearly 90 genotoxicity studies for the active ingredient glyphosate,” the
issue paper says. “The available data at this time do no support a carcinogenic process for glyphosate.”

The report adds that, “In epidemiological studies, there was no evidence of an association between glyphosate exposure
and numerous cancer outcomes; however, due to conflicting results and various limitations identified in studies
investigating NHL, a conclusion regarding the association between glyphosate exposure and risk of NHL cannot be
determined based on the available data.”

ENVIRONMENTAL LEADER

EPA Formally &sk Stakeholders How to Change the Clean Power Plan

By Ken Silverstein
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December 19, 2017

The Environmental Protection Agency issued a formal proposal on Monday asking stakeholders how they would change
the Clean Power Plan that would require industry to reduce CO2 emissions by 32% by 2030. This is the Trump
administration’s first official act to find an alternative to that rule that is now held up in the courts.

In October, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt gave notice that his agency would repeal the Clean Power Plan. A key
argument that Pruitt and his supporters are making is that the agency does not have the power the regulate industry
“outside the fence” and that it can only do so “inside the fence.” That means EPA can demand manufacturers and
chemical makers improve their own processes and efficiencies but that it cannot force the wholesale retirement of coal
units or have companies trade carbon credits with each other to reduce emissions.

“Today’s move ensures adequate and early opportunity for public comment from all stakeholders about next steps the
agency might take to limit greenhouse gases from stationary sources, in a way that properly stays within the law, and
the bounds of the authority provided to EPA by Congress,” Pruitt continued,” Pruitt said in a statement.

“The new approach should lower emissions, preserve America’s energy advantage, and respect the boundaries of the
Clean Air Act,” Karen Harbert, president of the Chamber of Commerce’s Global Energy Institute, added in a statement.

Right now the Clean Power Plan is caught up in a federal appeals court after the US Supreme Court issued a stay in
January 2016. It is thought that the the DC Court of Appeals will eventually approve the Obama plan, given that it has
done so already. But its ultimate fate is less than certain in the High Court.

Nevertheless, the Supreme Court has already said that the so-called “endangerment finding” is lawful — the ruling that
gives the EPA the right to regulate CO2 as an emission under the Clean Air Act. So it does not seem possible that EPA can
just scrap the Clean Power Plan altogether despite Pruitt’s use of the word “repeal.” But Pruitt and his EPA can try to
rewrite it.

Critics of Pruitt say that EPA has a duty to protect the public from harmful emissions. And the Clean Power Plan, as
written, gives states several options to comply.

“This is just another ‘repeal and replace’ scam. Everyone knows President Trump and Scott Pruitt want to gut the Clean
Power Plan, taking our best fire truck away from a blazing fire,” David Doniger, director of the Climate and Clean Air
Program at the Natural Resources Defense Council, said in a statement.

“They should be strengthening, not killing, this commonsense strategy to curb the power plant carbon pollution fueling
dangerous climate change. A weaker replacement of the Clean Power Plan is a non-starter. Americans—who depend on
EPA to protect their health and climate—deserve real solutions, not scams,” he added.
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What will be the effect of these moves by the Trump administration on not just corporate America but also on the global
community? The short answer is that the both entities are moving forward with carbon-friendly policies, reasoning that
markets are demanding action and that planet requires them.

Just yesterday, for instance, Schneider Electric joined RE100 to go 100% renewable by 2030. There are now 118 in all
that have made similar pledges, including AB InBev, LEGO and CitiGroup.

RE100 says that 11 of its members have written to EU Energy Ministers to include a target of at least 35% renewable
energy by 2030, and support for corporate Power Purchase Agreements. Those contracts allow companies to buy the
output from renewable energy developers at fixed prices over a set number of years, which provides certainty to all
sides while increasing green energy penetration.

Just yesterday, EU ministers said that they would try to hit 27% by 2030. That is up from 20% by 2020, although short of
the 30% mark that those companies had wanted.

Meantime, 225 investors with 526 trillion in assets under management have combined their financial might under the
banner of Climate Action 100+. Their message: Companies that focus on the so-called triple bottom line — economics,
environment and social — are outperforming other broader indices and they are also demonstrating that they are living
their missions and ingraining their brands among their customers.

Among the companies that they hope to persuade are China Petroleum & Chemical Co., Gazprom and Exxon Mobil
Corp., which just yesterday said that it will give its shareholders a sharper look inside of its strategy to fight climate
change. Calpers said via a telephone conference that companies are being asked to cut their CO2 emissions by 80% by
2050.

Much of the business community is moving forward with eco-friendly policies, although the pace of their progress varies
depending on their corporate missions. That evolution will continue, given that market forces are demanding it and
technologies are allowing it. Public policy, ultimately, will follow suit.

ENN

ASU scientists discover gut bacteria in bees spread antibiotic-resistant genes to each other

From: Arizona State University

December 19, 2017 10:20 AM

It’s the kind of thing you might lose sleep over.
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How will humans survive serious infections in the future if we're running out of tools today to fight them? Antibiotic
resistance among disease-causing bacteria is of global concern, as some last-resort drugs can no longer cure common
illnesses such as urinary tract infections.

To make matters worse, researchers from Arizona State University and Norwegian University of Life Sciences have
discovered that our very own gut bacteria may be perpetuating the resistance. Scientists uncovered this startling finding
while investigating the microbial life in honey bee guts.

“To our surprise, we found that instead of one gut bacterium acquiring resistance and outcompeting all the other gut
bacteria in honey bees, the resistance genes spread in the bacterial community so that all strains of bacteria survived,”
said Gro Amdam, a professor with ASU School of Life Sciences and co-author of the paper.

ENN

Scientists Discover Unexpected Side Bffect to Cleaning Up Urban Adr

From: California Institute of Technology

December 19, 2017 08:36 AM

An imbalance between the trends in two common air pollutants is unexpectedly triggering the creation of a class of
airborne organic compounds not usually found in the atmosphere over urban areas of North America, according to a
new study from Caltech.

For decades, efforts to reduce air pollution have led to cleaner air in U.S cities like Los Angeles, with subsequent
improvements in public health. Those efforts have targeted both nitric oxides and hydrocarbons. Nitric oxide is a
compound of nitrogen and oxygen emitted from engines (especially those powered by diesel fuel) and from coal power
plants. Hydrocarbons, meanwhile, are the family of molecules made from chaining together hydrogen and carbon. These
molecules are emitted from many sources including gasoline-powered cars, trucks, solvents, cleaners used both at home
and in industrial settings, and even trees.

One way researchers track the changing rates of nitric oxide emissions and hydrocarbon emissions is by examining the
ratio of the levels of non-methane atmospheric hydrocarbons to those of nitric oxide (methane, a powerful greenhouse
gas, is tracked separately). From 1987 and 1997, that ratio dropped by a factor of two.

CNN

ERA culs could risk a public health emereency

By Fred Krupp

December 18, 2017
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Editor’s Note: Fred Krupp is president of the Environmental Defense Fund, a non-profit organization. The opinions
expressed in this commentary are his.

With time running out for Congress to reach an agreement on the budget, lawmakers are advancing a quiet but crippling
assault on the Environmental Protection Agency {(EPA), which has already suffered years of hollowing out from budget
cuts. At stake is the EPA's fundamental ability to carry out its most basic public health and environmental missions.
Without full funding for the agency, the health of our children, our seniors and our communities are at risk.

President Donald Trump, who pledged as a candidate to reduce EPA down to “little tidbits,” asked for around 30% cuts
to the agency this spring — deeper than any other agency and enough to cut its funding to 1970s levels in real dollars.

The potential real-world result will be more asthma attacks, more heart attacks, and more pollution in our lives. And if
all that isn't enough, the administration also wants to cut support for critically needed research into alternative energy
sources and innovations to protect the water we drink from physical, chemical, and biological threats.

Congress, which has traditionally provided bipartisan support for environmental safeguards that protect constituents, is
falling out of step with public support for a fully capable EPA. In September, the House of Representatives voted to cut
the EPA budget by 5528 million in 2018, less radical than Trump's proposal but deeply damaging. And just days before
Thanksgiving, the chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee hustled through cuts of his own, choosing to
"release" the chairman's recommendation, without so much as a public hearing.

This kind of secrecy is not surprising when you consider what is being proposed. Remarkably, the Senate proposal would
eliminate EPA's Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) program, which provides foundational assessments of
chemical toxicity needed to protect American families. And it would cut "green chemistry"” research designed to produce
safer chemicals while improving the safety of production and disposal of chemicals.

Congress is also proposing major cuts to EPA’s enforcement budget, making it harder to hold polluters accountable
when they use hazardous pesticides inside nursing homes, release dangerous chemicals into the air, dump oil and
hazardous waste into the ocean and sludge into storm drains. The EPA already has about 50 fewer criminal investigators
than the 200 required by law. Further cuts would send the wrong message to polluters who flout the law—and be a slap
in the face to the majority of businesses who work hard to deal properly with hazardous materials.
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Also on the chopping block are critical clean-air programs, like pollution monitoring, that have helped states and
communities make historic strides in fighting air pollution. Congress would also cut support for monitoring of
greenhouse gases, harmful particulates, and other pollutants.

The White House, House and Senate budget cuts all would require EPA to continue to lay off public health experts,
environmental engineers, scientists, and other vital staff members. They would also slash the agency's science and
technology work, which helps states and localities fight and clean up pollution. They would even cut support for
environmental justice efforts that help the country's most disadvantaged communities whose children are at a
disproportionate risk of health problems like asthma, lead poisoning, and other serious ailments.

As William Ruckelshaus, EPA's administrator under Presidents Nixon and Reagan, put it, in response to Scott Pruitt's
secrecy in managing the agency under Trump, "It appears that what is happening now is taking a meat ax to the
protections of public health and environment and then hiding it."

In addition to worrying about our children's health, members of Congress ought to consider the effects of rolling back
environmental safeguards on their political health as the voting electorate grows younger and greener. More than 85%
of Americans call the environment a top or important priority, according to Pew Research Center, and over 60% want
the EPA preserved or strengthened. And as former GOP Governor Thomas Kean pointed out recently, as of August,
fewer than 1 in 4 independents approve of President Trump's handling of environmental issues.

Whether lawmakers strike a deal now, or delay decisions until early in the new year, it's time to pick a side. The
frightening truth is this: If the EPA is forced to continue cutting corners, the chances of a horrifying environmental
disaster will only grow. Every child, from Alaska to Maine to Tennessee, and everywhere in between, deserves to grow
up with clean water, food and air.

INSIDE NEWS

CPP Replacement Plan Launches Debate On State Flexibility, NSR Overhaul

By Doug Obey and Lee Logan
December 18, 2017

EPA's advance notice of proposed rulemaking {ANPRM) seeking input on a narrow replacement for the Obama-era Clean
Power Plan {CPP) tees up discussion of a rule limiting greenhouse gas cuts to those obtainable from plant efficiency
improvements, while suggesting the agency might give states maximum flexibility to limit requirements, including
whether any federal standards are “binding.”

The notice, released Dec. 18, also includes language that all-but invites conservative groups to offer strategies to block
or significantly delay any power sector GHG rule by outlining discussion about whether EPA was required to adopt a
power sector finding for GHGs.

EPA, however, finesses this issue by not specifically seeking comment on it and focuses largely on technical issues
surrounding the possible CPP replacement.

Further, EPA in the notice sets up a discussion of using a CPP replacement to justify changes to EPA's Clean Air Act new
source review {NSR) permitting program, in order to avoid plant efficiency improvements under the CPP triggering other
requirements for non-GHG emissions controls.

“EPA continues to consider the possibility of replacing certain aspects of the CPP,” the ANPRM says, declining to commit
to replacing the CPP, which the Trump EPA in October proposed to repeal. However, the notice seeks input on a range of
potential elements of such a rule.
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Those elements or issues include “aspects of the States' and the EPA’s role in that process”; the best system of emission
reduction (BSER) consistent with EPA's proposed repeal, and interaction of a potential CPP replacement with NSR and a
companion rule for new and modified power plants.

The ANPRM is considered a first step in replacing the CPP, which the agency is separately seeking to repeal. Many
industry groups have urged the administration to replace the CPP, fearing that if the Obama-era rule is repealed without
a replacement, it will leave them vulnerable to nuisance suits.

But completion of a replacement rule will likely take much longer than the separate repeal effort, likely creating
uncertainty during any interim period.

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt has long argued that the Obama-era rule was unlawful because it sought to regulate
“beyond the fenceline” of individual power plants.

As such, the bulk of EPA's ANPRM specifically seeks comment on several issues conducive to replacing the CPP with a
narrower regulation focused primarily on actions, such as heat rate improvements, that occur “inside the fenceline” at
specific power plants.

“The EPA has examined technologies and strategies that could potentially be applied at or to existing [power plants] to
reduce emissions of GHG,” the notice says. “The Agency primarily focused on opportunities for heat rate (or efficiency)
improvements at fossil fuel-fired steam generating [plants] to be a part of the BSER,” which is an air act standard used to
calculate the regulation's emissions targets.

‘Less Stringent Emissions Standard’

The agency also invites a discussion on the role of states in implementing a CPP replacement, including the key question
of whether EPA's “guidelines” must be binding as states develop compliance plans under section 111(d) of the Clean Air
Act -- the section of the air act that supported the CPP.

“Itis fortuitous that the regulations implementing CAA section 111(d) recognize that States possess considerable
flexibility in developing their plans response to the emission guideline(s) established by the EPA,” the notice says, stating
that the agency retains “discretion” to make its standards “binding” or not when states develop their plans.

“IW]here the EPA has not exercised its discretion to make its emission guideline binding, States ‘'may provide for the
application of /ess stringent emissions standards,' where a State makes certain demonstrations,” the document says.

EPA adds ways for states to demonstrate more lenient approaches could include case-by-case reviews of whether a
weaker standard is “significantly more reasonable” because of cost issues, physical limitations or other factors, floating
the possibility that a replacement might not include “presumptive emission limits.”

Instead it could allow states to set standards based on EPA's definition of BSER while considering the “unique
circumstances” of the state and power plant.

And EPA cites as a “useful example” of a state process a draft North Carolina rule developed in response to the CPP that
included a menu of potential heat rate improvements, and which concluded some units could be improved cost
effectively and that other units did not have such opportunities because they are nearing retirement or for other
reasons.

With respect to heat rate improvements, EPA also invites discussion on issues including how power plants might be sub-
categorized under the rule and the merits of “gross” or “net” heat rates.

EPA's ANPRM comes as numerous industry groups are already pushing separately for changes to make EPA's NSR
program more flexible -- a program which can cause facilities that undergo changes, including efforts to boost heat
rates, to be subject to state-of-the-art emissions control regulations for conventional pollutants.

And the notice accordingly seeks comment on “actions that can be taken to harmonize and streamline” applicability of
NSR to sources subject to a CPP replacement. EPA urges commenters to weigh in on CPP replacement rule compliance
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scenarios that could trigger NSR; what “rule or policy changes or flexibilities" EPA could pursue under NSR to aid
compliance with a CPP replacement; potential actions facilities could take through EPA's minor NSR program or other
means to avoid being subject to NSR; ways to draft CPP replacement compliance plans -- including use of inter- or intra-
state trading -- to minimize power plants subject to NSR, and “other approaches” the agency should take into account.

Endangerment Finding

EPA in its notice also touches on the thorny issue of the endangerment finding, offering a lengthy discussion of the
Obama administration’s legal interpretations regarding GHG endangerment, including the issue of whether the agency
needed to craft a sector-specific endangerment finding to issue the rule.

The latter issue aligns with arguments floated by conservative opponents of GHG rules, and they are likely to offer
comments on the issue in response to the ANPRM.

However, EPA states in the notice that none of the discussion regarding endangerment in the ANPRM should be
construed as “addressing or modifying” prior EPA findings with respect to endangerment.

“The ANPRM mentions them merely to explain the genesis of the CPP,” the notice says. For example, the ANPRM notes
that the Obama EPA, which issued a landmark finding that GHGs from mobile sources endanger the public, “took the
position that no new or separate GHG endangerment finding” for power plants was needed, given that power plants
“were already regulated under the Clean Air Act as a source category.”

Such language appears to anticipate that conservative critics of the endangerment finding would file comments critical
of either EPA's mobile source finding or its decision not to offer a power plant-specific finding, though EPA does not
explicitly invite such comments and Pruitt has publicly downplayed the notion that EPA will revisit the endangerment
finding.

EPA in its notice also seeks input on an array of other technical issues in its ANPRM, including whether regulated plants
should be allowed to trade emissions credits or engage in emissions averaging for compliance.

“If so, should averaging be limited to units within a single facility, to units within a State, to units within an operating
company, or beyond the State or company?” the document asks.

Many observers have said that a rule based only on actions physically taken at a power plant might preclude trading
because the rule's targets assume that plants can comply without trading.

EPA in the document also agrees with the prior administration's finding that carbon capture and storage (CCS)
technologies cannot be considered as part of BSER, which is the formula used to create the rule's targets. But it does
float CCS as a compliance option and also raises the possibility that plants that have conducted CCS retrofits can engage
in credit trading under the rule.
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Message

From: Story, Karen [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FFF41F1CC124408DB453568EE46259F4-STORY, KAREN]

Sent: 2/9/2018 4:11:22 PM

Subject: Regional News Clips - Friday, February 9, 2018

0‘

Firgt Wave OFf Echool Water Regulls Show Traces Of Lead, As Testing Continues (VERMONT PUBLIC RADIO;
February 8, 2018)

In November, the Department of Health announced that it was going to test 16 of the older schools around Vermont that
get water from municipal sources to see if the pipes and fixtures in those buildings were leaching lead into the water.

Solarize Tonawands will energize dovelopment in the town (BUFFALO NEWS; February 8, 2018)

The Town of Tonawanda plans to use a $150,000 grant to update its zoning laws.

State, Trenton reach deal to fix failing water utility (NJ.COM,; February 8, 2018)

State environmental officials have reached an agreement with Trenton aimed at bolstering the city's froubled water utility,

NY fawmakers cance! budaet hearing because of stopm (WNYT NEWS; February 7, 2018)

it's a snow day for New York lawmakers.

Water main replacement prolects to begin in Burlington, Camden countiss (CHERRY HILL COURIER-POST,;
February 7, 2018)

New Jersey American Water announced Tuesday the start of water main replacement projects in Burlington and Camden
counties to improve service reliability, prevent water outages and enhance fire protection.

Administrator Pruitt on Climate

USA Today - ERPA chief Scoll Pruitt Global warming may be g good thing

CRMN - EFA Administrator Scolt Pruitt suggests climesate chanas could bensfit humeans

3

Washington Post - ERPA’s Scott Pruitt asks whether global warming necessarily is g bad thing

The Hill - EPA sdministrator guestions ‘assumptions’ that global warnming s bad

AP~ AR EACT CHECK: Climale science undercuts EPA chiels view

F&E Climatewire -~ Bolentists correc! Frultl's cliimaie claims

General

WASHINGTON POBT - EPA brings in billions in enforcement fines ~ but most stem from Obams #13

The Hill - Final EPA toxie chemisg! rule proooses 520 miion In annual fees to manufacturers

Politico ~ EPA proposes TSCA fees o help cover chemicals testing
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AR Greenwire - Key alr office gels new chisf

AR News PM - Judos gives EPA 80 davs 1o act on Conn, patition

E&E Climatewire ~ Whesler shifts course on sndanperment finding

Politico ~ Farmers seek Senate help for exemption from EPA emissions law

E&E Clmalewire - U5 relegses COZ invenlory required by climste trealy

E&E Daily - Farmars tell lmwimskers of fraved relalionship with fads

BRA - Agenciss Boost Exchanas of Fluorochemicals Data

E&E MNews PM - Group sues o access o scientific-itegrily documents

Politico - Grassiey moves 1o free Northey, Cruz refuses to budge

Detroit News - Toxic vapor iests lag for thousands of Michigan sites

VERMONT PUBLIC RADIO

First Wave OF School Water Resulls Show Traces OF Lead, As Testing Continuss

By Howard Weiss-Tisman

February 8, 2018

In November, the Department of Health announced that it was going to test 16 of the older schools around Vermont that
get water from municipal sources to see if the pipes and fixtures in those buildings were leaching lead into the water. So
far, they have detected unsafe levels of lead in some of the school buildings' water.

As the results are starting to come in, Department of Environmental Conservation Drinking Water Compliance Chief Ben
Montross says the tests give the state an idea of how wide spread the problem is:
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"We just didn't know what was out there," Montross said. "it's really just investigatory to see what's out there, and see
what we're dealing with, and then try to steer potentially a statewide approach, or just advice, to schools in the future.”

Lead poisoning is especially dangerous to children.

Exposure to lead can damage the brain, kidneys and nervous system and it can slow down growth and development and
make it hard to learn.

In 2016, more than 600 Vermont children under the age of six were found to have lead poisoning, according to the health
department. Children are typically exposed to lead from old paint.

And while Vermont has done a lot to try reduce exposure, Montross says schools that have their own wells are required to
test their water, schools that use public water supplies do not routinely test the water inside the buildings.

Academy School principal Andy Paciulli points to one of the fixturés that was replaced after state tests discovered lead
was leaching into the water.

"The reaction happens when the water comes through the pipes," Montross says. "If the school was built before 1986 the
lead standards were different then. So right off the bat we see newer schools typically don't have the issue. But if there’s a
school that has the old wing built in the '50s, '60s, '70s, and the new wing built in the '90s-2000s, you can likely see
difference in those results."

And the results, even among the 16 schools, have been varied.
The state tested 14 schools so far, and the results are available from eight:

¢ Academy School, Brattleboro

¢ Bennington Elementary school, Bennington

e Cabot School, Cabot

e Castleton Elementary School, Castleton

¢ Central Elementary School, Bellows Falls

¢ EIm Hill School, Springfield

¢ Enosburg Falls Elementary School, Enosburg falls
¢ Ludlow Elementary School, Ludlow

"The only way to know if there is lead in your drinking water is to test. There is no safe level of lead in the body, so
wherever we can work to reduce lead levels, we should do that." — Michelle Thompson, Department of Health

The EPA sets its health advisory level at 15 parts per billion, while Vermont says drinking water shouldn't have anymore
than 1 part per billion.
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Instead of testing a handful of taps at a lot of schools, the health department chose a group of schools, and tested every
single water source at each school.

¢ At Central Elementary School in Bellows Falls just about all of the taps were at or below a detectable level.
¢ At Castelton Elementray School, several of the taps and fountains were above state, and federal, safe drinking
water standards.

e At Academy School in Brattleboro one of the older taps in the school measured one of the highest levels in the
state.

Academy School principal Andy Paciulli says all of the taps that registered high levels of lead have been removed.

"We removed all of the fixtures as soon as we got the results,” Paciulli said. "We are the guardians here of 370 kids, five
days a week. So it's our job to take care of them any way we can.”

Vermont Department of Health public health hygienist Michelle Thompson says in many of the cases it's relatively easy
and inexpensive to change out older faucets, or just make sure the water is turned on for a few seconds every morning.

And she says the state is encouraging other schools to test their water.

"The only way to know if there is lead in your drinking water is to test," Thompson says. "We know that lead is an issue.
We know that it has harmful health effects. There is no safe level of lead in the body, so wherever we can work to reduce
lead levels, we should do that. And so through this project, that's a big aim."

Grady Smith, left, with his son, Wilder, outside Academy School. Smith says he was concerned when he learned that lead
was detected in the school water.

Grady Smith has two children at Academy School in Brattleboro, and says the school has done a good job letting parents
know about the testing, and about the subsequent results.

"l wasn't too concerned because | didn't think it was going to be an issue here," says Smith. "And then when | did hear
that it was | was a little concerned. But it goes to show that anywhere where the infrastructure is not up to par, there can
be detrimental conditions.”

The state expects to finish testing at the last two schools this month and have all of its results back sometime in March.

The health department will then issue a report with recommendations for possible further statewide actions.

BUFFALO NEWS
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Bolarize Tongwanda will snergize development in the town

By Nancy A. Fischer

February 8, 2018

2y p a’s
strategic redevelopment plan. (News file photo)

The Town of Tonawanda plans to use a $150,000 grant to update its zoning laws.

The town received the grant from the New York State Energy Research and Development Association after completing a
successful Solarize Tonawanda campaign to encourage solar energy installations and other green initiatives in the town.

On Monday, the Town Board announced plans to use the funds to overhaul its zoning laws to make them user-friendly for
developers.

Planning and Development Director James Hartz said the process could take up to three years and will include public
outreach and traffic studies.

"Right now it's just a mishmosh," Hartz said of the codes that he said have been updated in a piecemeal fashion since the
1940s.

"The (zoning) code has to be simpler for people to understand," Councilman William Conrad said, "That will lead to more
development.”

NJ.COM

State, Trenton reach deal to fix failing water utilit

By Rob Jennings
February 8, 2018

State environmental officials have reached an agreement with Trenton aimed at bolstering the city's froubled water utiliby.
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A 16-page administrative consent order signed by Mayor Eric Jackson resolves violations issued by the N.J. Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP) to Trenton Water Works, rmiost recently on Jan, &, and sets out an improvement plan.

Trenton Water Works provides water to approximately 225,000 customers in Trenton and parts of Hamiiton, Ewing,
Lawrence and Hopewell. The 159-year-old utility has been in the spotlight amid escalating concerns about water quality,
aging infrastructure and inadequate staffing.

The consent order with the DEP was finalized about a week after the city secured g 12Z-month emergency contract with a
civil engineering company to help run the utility, fulfilling a state directive from last fall.

It was announced Tuesday afternoon after DEP met with mayors and other representatives of the municipalities served by
the utility met at Trenton City Hall.

Understaffed aging MN.J. waler ulility became g 'fallure’

DEP Commissioner Catherine McCabe, in a statement from her office, said the agreement "outlines clear goals for
bringing Trenton Water Works into compliance with all state requirements.”

"The DEP and the city share the same goal - providing the customers of Trenton Water Works with a safe and reliable
supply of drinking water," McCabe said.

McCabe's predecessor, former DEP Commissioner Bob Martin, sent a letter Jan. 12 reiterating health and safety
concerns after the city missed a Nov. 30 deadline for awarding the emergency contract.

The consent order directs Trenton Water Works to fill staff vacancies, with an expedited timeline for positions deemed
especially crucial. It sets an April 30 deadline for submitting preliminary designs aimed at improving the water treatment
plant.

It requires monthly progress reports, and the utility has until Dec. 31 to submit a plan for system-wide compliance with the
state Water Quality Accountability Act, which took effect in July. Monthly progress reports will be submitted.

NJ Sierra Club Director Jeff Tittel weighed in on the agreement, stating that while it is important it does not alter the
underlying problem, of not having sufficient funding for the utility.

"We now have a plan in place but unless there is a funding mechanism to fix the old aging infrastructure and pipes, it will
not fix the water problems," Tittel said.

DEP provided a statement from Jackson, in which he described the agreement as "reflective of a
new, collaborative partnership that leverages all of ours and the state's resources to ensure the common goal of delivery
of water in our distribution system according to state and federal standards."

Jackson recently announced that he is ngt running for re-election in May.

WNYT NEWS

MY lpwmakers cancel budoet hearing because of storm

February 7, 2018
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it's a snow day for New York lawmakers.

The state Legislature has canceled a hearing on state funding for environmental protection that had been scheduled for
Wednesday. The event was postponed because of a storm expected to dump several inches of snow on Albany.

it's one of several such hearings planned this month as lawmakers scrutinize different parts of Democratic Gov. Andrew
Cuomo's $168 billion state budget proposal. Other hearings have already been held on education spending, municipal
government, public safety and economic development.

Wednesday's hearing was to focus on Cuomo's call for increased funding for water quality, a new sewage plant in Niagara
Falls, programs to fight lake algae and efforts to clean up pollution.

The hearing is now planned for Feb. 27.

CHERRY HILL COURIER-POST

Water main replacement proiects v begin in Burlingion, Camden counties

February 7, 2018

New Jersey American Water announced Tuesday the start of water main replacement projects in Burlington and Camden
counties to improve service reliability, prevent water outages and enhance fire protection.

The projects, with a combined cost of over $4.2 million, will replace aging pipes dating to the 1900s.
Beginning this month, contractor Pioneer Pipe Contractors Inc. will begin work in the following towns:
Cherry Hill:

¢ Utah Avenue, from South Kings Highway to end of roadway
Cinnaminson:

Garfield Avenue, from Melrose Street to Purnell Avenue
Melrose Street, from Garfield Avenue to Columbia Avenue
Plum Lane, from Greenwood Avenue to end of roadway
Taylors Lane, from Cindel Drive to Route 130

Haddon Heights:
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¢ East High Street, from White Horse Pike to Fourth Avenue
¢ Fourth Avenue, from East Kings Highway to Clements Bridge Road

Haddonfield:
¢ Roberts Avenue, from East Kings Highway to end of roadway
Lumberton:

¢ Moore Street and Ross Street, from Main Street to Chestnut Street
e Chambers Street, from Moore Street to Ross Street

Palmyra:
¢ New Jersey Avenue, from South Broad Street to West Charles Street
e 5th Street and 6th Street, from Arch Street to Delaware Avenue
e Race Street, from 3rd Street to West Broad Street
e Vine Street and Weart Boulevard, from 5th Street to West Broad Street
Somerdale:

¢ Warwick Road, from West Somerdale Road to Fox Ridge Drive
¢ West and East Earl Avenue, from Terrace Avenue to West Atlantic Avenue
¢ East Villa Avenue, East Wood Avenue and East Preston Avenue, from Warwick Road to end of roadways

Beginning this month, contractor South State Inc. will begin work in these towns:
Gloucester Township:

4th Avenue, from Black Horse Pike to Floodgate Road

8th Avenue, from Black Horse Pike to Glendora Avenue

9th Avenue and11th Avenue, from Black Horse Pike to Saint Mark Drive
Central Avenue, from 12th Avenue to 1st Avenue

Prior to the start of construction, residents within the scope of the projects will receive a notice with the expected
start date.

“New Jersey American Water places a high value on our proactive replacement program, as it helps us improve water
quality and service and makes our systems more resilient to potential disruptions in the future,” stated David Forcinito,
senior director of South Operations. “These projects within Burlington and Camden counties are a continuation of the
critical investment for the company to provide our customers with safe, reliable water service.”

WASHINGTON POST

EPA brings in billions in enforcement fines — byt most stem from Obama 812

By Brady Denis

February 8, 2018
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Former EPA administrator Gina McCarthy, accompanied by then-deputy attorney general Sally Yates, announced a scttlement with
Volkswagen in 2016. The car company agreed to pay a $2.8 billion criminal fine to settle allegations that it used illegal software to
cheat emissions tests. It also agreed 1o pay $1.45 billion in civil penalties. (J. David Ake/AP)

The Environmental Protection Agency on Thursday released annual data about how it is enforcing the nation’s
environmental laws, saying it had racked up nearly $5 billion in criminal fines and civil penalties, as well as significant
commitments from companies to clean up contaminated sites around the country.

Trump administration critics were quick to point out that many of the actions highlighted in the report — which include
cases through the fiscal year that ended Sept. 30 — were initiated under the Obama administration. That leaves ongoing
questions about how aggressively the EPA under Administrator Scott Pruitt will prosecute polluters, they say.

“We are highlighting accomplishments and honoring employees for all the great work they’ve done,” said Susan Bodine,
the agency’s top enforcement official, who was confirmed by the Senate in December. A strong enforcement program “is
essential,” she added, and in line with Pruitt’s promises to hold polluters accountable.

Thursday’s report shows the agency brought in nearly $3 billion in criminal fines and restitution, largely resulting from a
landmark settlement with Volkswagen over its use of illegal software to cheat emissions tests. The company aiso agreed
to pay $1.45 billion in civil penalties, contributing to what the EPA called its most significant year for such penalties since
BP in 2010 paid nearly $6 billion in the wake of a deadly oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

In addition, Bodine noted, private firms committed more than $1.2 billion toward cleaning up contaminated sites around
the country during the past fiscal year. And the agency saw an increase in the years of incarceration resulting from its
criminal actions.

Cynthia Giles, a top EPA enforcement official during the Obama administration, said the latest report says more about the
past administration than it does the current one.

“Nearly all of the large cases included in the EPA’s annual enforcement report were essentially over before the new
administration arrived,” Giles said in an email, noting that there was little Pruitt could have done to alter them. “In no sense
do these cases reflect the intentions or actions of the new administration.”

Including settlements made in the waning months of the Obama administration was appropriate because they came
during fiscal 2017, Giles said. “But what is not fair, and would be entirely misleading, is claiming that these numbers show
that Administrator Pruitt is enforcing the law.”

Bodine acknowledged that many of the criminal filings, fines and other enforcement actions took root before the Trump
administration.
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“‘Enforcement cases take a long time to develop and come to fruition,” she said, pointing to the Volkswagen case as an
example. While its initial settlement was finalized before President Trump took office in January 2017, “the folks working
on that are still working on that and other good cases as well.”

But it remains to be seen whether Pruitt intends to follow through on such promises. An analysis by the New York Times
late last year concluded that the EPA under Pruitt has initiated about one-third fewer civil enforcement cases than the
number under President Barack Obama’s first EPA director and about a quarter fewer than during the early days of
President George W. Bush’s administration.

The article highlighted how some regional EPA officials feel hamstrung because they no fonger have the authority to order
certain air- and water-pollution sampling tests, known as requests for information, without receiving permission from
headquarters in Washington.

Bodine said the paper’s analysis did not account for an overall trend during the past decade of the EPA initiating fewer
enforcement cases. “We are targeting the most egregious cases. We're being strategic about our criminal enforcement
actions,” she said. “So while cases have gone down, the significance of the cases ... has gone up.”

Requests for information have routinely been approved, she added.

Separately, the Environmental Integrity Project, a non-profit advocacy group, said its analysis of the data

Thursday showed that the Trump administration has filed just 33 civil cases during its first @ months and coliected $14
million in federal penalties. That amounts to about half of the average of 62 cases filed during the first nine months of the
Obama, George W. Bush and Clinton administrations, the group said.

“Since President Trump took office, the long arm of the law has gotten shorter, at least when it comes to cracking down on
illegal pollution,” Eric Schaeffer, the group’s executive director, said in a statement.

The Trump administration has proposed sharp cuts to the agency’s enforcement apparatus — $129 million below 2017
levels — even though such drastic cuts are unlikely to be part of any budget deal on Capitol Hill. Even so, the
enforcement office has been hit by numerous departures, including longtime career staffers who accepted buyouts in the
summer. The EPA did not provide precise numbers on current staffing Thursday.

The administration has said it intends to delegate more enforcement responsibilities to individual states and then lend a
hand wherever necessary — a concept known as “cooperative federalism” that Pruitt has championed. But environmental
advocates have warned that many states have woefully few resources to actually track down and prosecute polluters and
that the agency’s shift amounts to a retreat.

Bodine said states already do the vast number of inspections and enforcement actions, with the EPA regularly working
with individual states to ensure companies comply with environmental laws. When that happens successfully, it doesn’t
always end up as a formal case that gets counted in the annual tally, she said.

“The characterization that EPA is walking away . .. and turning everything over to the states, that isn’t true,” she said. “The
philosophy is that states are partners, and we want to work cooperatively with them.”

Yet she added, “We still need to make sure the federal environmental statutes are complied with. So if a state isn’t going
to take an action, we will.”

USA Today

hilps: vy psatoday.convstornynews/ination/Z2018/02/ 08 s ng-chisl-sontb-pruit-clobal-warnming-may-good-
thing/318850002/

EPA chief Scott Pruitt: Global warming may be a good thing

By John Bacon, 2/8/18, 10:12 AM

"Human activity" contributes to global warming, but heating up the planet might not be such a bad thing, EPA
administrator Scott Pruitt said.

Pruitt, in an interview with KSNV-TV in Las Vegas this week. walked back previous statements guestioning whether
carbon dioxide levels driven higher by human pollution played a role in climate change.

“No one disputes the climate is changing,” Pruitt said. "We obviously contribute to it, our activity contributes to it."
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But Pruitt questioned whether climate change is an "existential threat.”

"We know humans have most flourished during times of what? Warming frends,” Pruitt said. ‘I think there are assumptions
made that because the climate is warming, that that necessarily is a bad thing. Do we really know what the ideal surface
temperature should be in the year 2100, in the year 20187 That is fairly arrogant, for us to think we know exactly what it
should be in 2100.

Pruitt's statements drew scorn from some scientists. Stanford environment professor Chris Field, who oversaw a United
Nations and World Meteorological Organization scientific report on climate change, said studies reviewing the full range of
climate change impact show "there are a few winners, but there are lots and lots of losers."

"The fraction of losers grows dramatically with the amount of warming," he said. "We need only look to the damage from
hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria or the California wildfires of 2017 to appreciate the power of the climate system.”

Pruitt said he wants an "honest, open, transparent debate about what do we know, what don't we know, so the American
people can be informed and they can make decisions on their own with respect to these issues.”

Pruitt also questioned what role his agency should have in curbing the carbon dioxide footprint. He said EPA efforts to do
so during the Obama administration were mostly rejected by the courts, and that his job is to "execute, not legislate”
pollution laws.

Before taking over the EPA, Pruitt served as Oklahoma's attorney general. In that roll the Republican sued 14 times to
block clean air and water safeguards established by the EPA, the agency he now leads.

The Trump administration has worked to roll back the Clean Power Plan the Obama White House pushed out in 2015 to
combat climate change. And Trump's decision to bow out of the Paris Agreement, an international accord to reduce
carbon emissions, has drawn outrage from Democrats and environmental groups.

CNN

hilodwww onnoomdSU1BA0208 noltios/seot-prulti-climate-changefindex himd

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt suggests climate change could benefit humans
By Jennifer Hansler, 2/8/18, 9:16 AM

Washington {CNN) - Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt suggested Tuesday that climate change
could benefit humans, despite scientific evidence to the contrary.

In an inderview with KENY in Las Vegas, Pruitt conceded that climate change is a reality and humans have contributed to
it "to a certain degree." However, the EPA administrator cast doubt on its negative long-term implications.

"Is it an existential threat? Is it something that is unsustainable, or what kind of effect or harm is this going to have? |
mean, we know that humans have most flourished during times of what? Warming trends,” Pruitt said. "l think there's
assumptions made that because the climate is warming, that that necessarily is a bad thing. Do we really know what the
ideal surface temperature should be in the year 210072 In the year 20182 | mean it's fairly arrogant for us to think that we
know exactly what it should be in 2100."

and that it is "proceeding at a rate unprecedented over decades to millennia." Some of the {ong-ienm effects of climate
change include a continuing increase in global temperatures, more droughts and heatwaves, stronger and more intense
hurricanes, and rising sea levels.

According to the US Global Change Research Program's MNational Clmats Assessmant, "climate change presents a
global public health problem, with serious health impacts predicted to manifest in varying ways in different parts of the
world."

"Public health in the US can be affected by disruptions of physical, biological, and ecological systems," the report
explains. "Health effects of these disruptions include increased respiratory and cardiovascular disease, injuries and
premature deaths related to extreme weather events, changes in the prevalence and geographical distribution of food-
and waterborne ilinesses and other infectious diseases, and threats to mental health.”
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The US has seen a stark shill In s spproach 1o dlimaie change under the Trump administration and at the EPA under
Pruitt's leadership. Pruitt has shied away from robust action on climate change, and the phrase "climate change" was not
included in the agency's four-year plan.

Washington Post
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EPA’s Scott Pruitt asks whether global warming ‘necessarily is a bad thing’

By Dino Grandoni, Brady Dennis, and Chris Mooney, 2/7/18, 4:26 PM

As head of the Environmental Protection Agency, Scott Pruitt has repeatedly questioned the scientific consensus that
rising levels of carbon dioxide from human-fueled activity are warming the planet.

He’s now taking a different tack: Even if climate change is occurring, as the vast majority of scientists say it is, a warmer
atmosphere might not be so awful for humans, according to Pruitt.

"We know humans have most flourished during times of what, warming trends,” Pruitt said Tuesday during an interview on
KSNV, an NBC affiliate in Las Vegas. "So | think there’s assumptions made that because the climate is warming, that that
necessarily is a bad thing. Do we really know what the ideal surface temperature should be in the year 2100, in the year
20187 That’s fairly arrogant for us 1o think that we know exactly what it should be in 21007

Pruitt continued: “There are very imporiant questions around the climate issue that folks really don’t get to. And that's one
of the reasons why 've talked about having an honest, open, fransparent debate about what do we know, what don’t we
know, so the American people can be informed and they can make decisions on their own with respect to these issues.”

Not long after taking office last February, Pruitt seemed to reject the established science of climate change in a nationally
televised interview — a move that outraged scientists, environmental advocates and his predecessors at the EPA.

“] think that measuring with precision human activity on the climate is something very challenging to do, and there’s
tfremendous disagreement about the degree of impact, 5o no, | would not agree that it’s a primary contributor to the global
warming that we see,” Pruitt said on CNBC’s "Squawk Box' in March. “We need to continue the debate and continue the
review and the analysis”

At the time, his comments represented a startling statement for an official so high in the U.8. government. They put him at
odds not only with leaders around the world, but also with the EPA’s own official scientific findings. President Trump has
famously called the idea of human-driven climate change a hoax. Other Cabinet members, including Energy Secretary
Rick Perry, have questioned the scientific basis for combating global warming.

He now seems to have embraced an argument fong held by other climate-science skeptics: that a warmer atmosphere
may in fact be better for humanity.

“The climate is changing. That’s not the debate. The debate is how do we know what the ideal surface temperature is in
21007 . .. | think the American people deserve an open honest transparent discussion about those things.” Pruitt said in
an interview with Reuters last month. He added, “This agency for the last several years has been more focused on what
might be happening in 2100, as opposed to what is happening today.”

And during a hearing on Capitol Hill later in January, Pruitt said, “There are questions that we know the answer to: there
are questions we don’t know the answer to. For example, what is the ideal surface temperature in the year 21007 [lt’s]
something that many folks have different perspective on.”

The theme echoes one advanced by Kathleen Hartnett White, Trump’s pick to lead the White House’s Councit on
Environmental Quality, who once touted carbon dioxide as “the gas of life on this planet.” The White House withdrew her
nomination on Saturday after even Republican senators raised questions about her expertise.

Pruitt also has been the main administration official pushing for a governmentwide effort to debate the science of climate
change. He first raised the possibility of such a “red team-blue team” exercise in an inferview in June.

“What the American people deserve, | think, is a true, legitimate, peer-reviewed, objective, transparent discussion about
CO2.” Pruitt told Breitbart’'s Joel Pollack.
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During his most recent congressional testimony, Pruitt came back to the same idea.

“That red team-blue team exercise is an exercise to provide an opportunity to the American people to consume
information from scientists that have different perspectives on key issues,” Pruitt told Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore ), "and
frankly could be used to build consensus in this body.”

It's unclear why Pruitt thinks warmer temperatures may be better for people. The last 11,700 years, before the end of the
last ice age, constitute a relatively stable period of climate for human civilization. Many of the cities built during those
millennia dot the coasts of Earth’s continents and were situated there assuming relatively stable sea levels.

And while rising temperatures may indeed boost agricultural yield in some regions, they are projected to cause debilitating
drought elsewhere.

Although the not-so-bad argument may be new for Pruitt, some conservative and fossil-fuel industry groups have used it
for almost three decades. In 1991, for example, the Western Fuels Association funded “The Greening of Planet Earth,” a
30-minute video arguing that more CO2 in the air helps farmers.

In 2001, the Cato Institute echoed the video’s message. “The video was right,” Patrick J. Michaels, a senior fellow at the
libertarian think tank, wrote. “The greens were wrong.”

The Hill
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EPA administrator questions ‘assumptions' that global warming is bad

By Luis Sanchez, 2/7/18, 1:19 PM

The head of the Environmental Protection Agency on Tuesday questioned whether global warming is harmful to humans
and suggested warm climate could be beneficial.

We know that humans have most flourished during times of, what? Warming trends. So | think there's assumptions made
that because the climate is warming, that that necessarily is a bad thing,” Administrator Scott Pruitt told KSNV News 3 Las
Vegas, disputing whether climate change is an "existential threat.”

‘Do we really know what the ideal surface temperature should be in the year 2100 in the year 20187" he continued. "l
mean, that’s somewhat fairly arrogant, for us to think that we know exactly what it should be in 2100.*

Pruitt has been skeptical previously about whether human activity is the primary cause of global warming. Last summer,
he raised the idea of funding a debate over whether humans are the main contributors to rising temperatures.

But he seemed to acknowledge that humans contribute to climate change on Tuesday.

“No one disputes the climate changes, is changing, and we see that is a constant. We obviously contribute to it,” Pruitt
said. “We live in the climate, right. So our activity contributes to the climate changing, to a certain degree.”

Pruitt’s comments contradict the general scientific consensus that humans are the main contributors to the planet’s rising
temperatures due to the greenhouse effect.

“There are very important questions around the climate issue that folks really don't get to,” Pruitt said. “And that's one of
the reasons I've talked about having an honest, open, transparent debate about what do we know, what don’t we know,
so the American people can be informed and they can make decisions on their own with respect to these issues.”

He added that as head of the EPA he has to balance the issue of what the science says with what "authority” the agency
has to implement related regulations.

AP
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AP FACT CHECK: Climate science undercuts EPA chief’s view
By Michael Biesecker and Seth Borenstein, 2/8/18
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The head of the Environmental Protection Agency is again understating the threat posed by
climate change, this time by suggesting that global warming may be a good thing for humanity.

EPA Administrator Scoft Pruitt has championed the continued burning of fossil fuels while expressing doubt about the
consensus of climate scientists that man-made carbon emissions are overwhelmingly the cause of record temperature
increases observed around the world.

In an interview with KSNV-TV in Las Vegas on Tuesday, Pruitt made several statements that are undercut by the work of
climate scientists, including those at his own agency.

The Associated Press shared a transcript of Pruitt’s remarks with top U.S. scientists, and a dozen of them faulted his
understanding of science.

Asked for references to any climate data or scientific studies Pruitt was relying on, EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox instead
provided a link to a recent Fox News report questioning the accuracy of a statement made by former Vice President Al
Gore in 2006,

A look at some of Pruitt’s statements:

PRUITT: "We know that humans have most flourished during times of what? Warming trends. So | think there's
assumptions made that because the climate is warming, that that necessarily is a bad thing.”

THE FACTS: While it is true that early human civilizations flourished in warm climates such as the Middle East and South
Asia, the Earth has not been as warm as it is now for about 11,000 years, according to several studies. That was toward
the end of the Stone Age, before humans had invented math, science or written language.

And a 2017 draft federal report that Pruitt’s agency helped write says that by the end of the century global warming will
add 4,500 to 9,000 deaths a year in the U.S. because of heat, with costs being $60 billion to $140 billion a year,
depending on how much carbon poliution is emitted globally in the coming decades.

Pruitt’s statement appears to draw from an argument by pro-fossil fuel groups that global warming will be a positive for
some colder areas, bringing milder winters and longer growing seasons. While that may be true for a few areas of the
United States, climate scientists say they will be the exception.

For most of the country, climate change will be disruptive — bringing more severe heatwaves and droughts, stronger
tropical storms and increased coastal flooding.

“One theme from studies that look at the full range of impacts from climate change is that there are a few winners, but
there are lots and lots of losers,” said Stanford environment professor Chris Field, who oversaw a United Nations and
World Meteorological Organization scientific report on climate change impacts. “And, the fraction of losers grows
dramatically with the amount of warming. We need only look to the damage from hurricanes Harvey, irma and Maria or
the California wildfires of 2017 to appreciate the power of the climate system.”

A hotter climate will also have negative overall health consequences, said Dr. Howard Frumkin, an environmental heaith
professor at the University of Washington School of Public Health.

“While milder climates in cold places may bring some local benefits, a warmer world overall is clearly bad for health,” said
Frumkin who was appointed to head the National Center for Environmental Health by Republican President George W.
Bush. “Hot weather promotes the spread of infectious diseases, reduces work capacity, increases rates of injuries and
violent crimes, impairs sleep, reduces agricultural production, worsens air quality, and prolongs the allergy season.”

While past warming periods in human history did sometimes boost agriculture, those climatic changes occurred over
centuries, not at the rapid rate now being observed. The last four years have been the hottest ever recorded since
accurate national weather data began being collected in the 1880s.

PRUITT: "No one disputes the climate changes, is changing, we see that constant. We obviously contribute to it, we live in
the climate, right? So our aclivity contributes to the climate changing to a certain degree. Now, measuring that with
precision ... is more challenging than is let on at times.”
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THE FACTS: A “certain degree” vastly understates the science. Recent studies leave little doubt that human activity is the
overwhelming cause of climate change.

The National Climate Assessment’s Climate Science Special Report, published in November 2017 from a consortium of
government agencies that included EPA, calculated that the human contribution to global warming since 1950 has been
92 percent to 123 percent.

it's more than 100 percent on the higher end because some natural forces — such as volcanoes and the Earth’s orbital
cycle — are working to cool the planet, but are being overwhelmed by the effects of greenhouse gases, said study co-
author Katharine Hayhoe, director of the Climate Science Center at Texas Tech University.

PRUITT: "Do we really know what the ideal surface temperature should be in the year 2100, in the year 20187 That's
somewhat fairly arrogant for us to think we know exactly what it should be in 2100.”

THE FACTS: What he calls arrogant is established science. The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change says if fossil fuel emissions continue on the current trajectory, temperatures by the end of the century will be
around 6.5 degrees warmer than now (3.7 degrees Celsius).

That means more extreme heat waves, heavy rains, floods, droughts and storms. it will worsen health problems that now
exist, hurt the poorest and most vulnerable and lead to more conflicts and civil wars, much like the one in Syria, the report
said.

“Human civilization came about and has thrived during a period in Earth’s history with very little climate change,” said Paul
Higgins, a scientist with the American Meteorological Society. “We have no experience with the climate we expect in the
near future and the rates of change are unlike anything people have dealt with before.”

E&E Climatewire
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Scientists correct Pruitt's climate claims

By Scott Waldman, 2/8/18

U.8. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt moved this week from questioning people's role in climate change to suggesting that it
could be positive for humanity, a claim that scientists described as wrong in interviews yesterday.

It's a shift in rhetoric for Pruitt, who tends to choose his language carefully and who often sticks to prepared talking points
in public interviews. Scientists say his latest interpretation is a severe misrepresentation of climate research, which shows
that rising temperatures could deeply alter the Earth and its societies.

Pruitt has recently introduced three talking points that researchers say grossly distort the latest climate science. They
echo the types of claims made by skeptical researchers at conservative think tanks.

Last week, Pruitt criticized scientists who warn of the risks associated with reaching a tipping point in global temperatures
in an interview with Michael Barbaro of The New York Times. "l think it's pretty arrogant for people in 2018 to say, You
know what, we know what the ideal surface temperature should be in the year 2100, Pruitt said.

Scientists say the ideal surface temperature is what we are living with right now. There's evidence that the warming that
has already occurred has altered some parts of the globe, most notably the Arctic, which has warmed twice as fast as
elsewhere on the planet. Additional increases in temperatures could cause widespread disruption, according to
researchers.

it's misleading to say that the current rate of change is comparable to the past, said Kevin Trenberth, a meteorologist at
the National Center for Atmospheric Research. He said the world is changing about 100 times faster than what would
occur naturally, in terms of the long-term trends. Some trees and animals that have lived in the same region for centuries
can no longer tolerate those places. Humans might have similar experiences, he said. In the past, change occurred over a
long period of time, and species were able to adapt. That won't be true in the future if the rate of change continues or
accelerates, as it is expected to do, Trenberth said.
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"The thing is most of those changes are occurring on time scales of 10,000 years, and you can sort of go with the flow;
you can migrate and do various kinds of things related to that," he said. "When you really start crossing thresholds, and
many of the species and plants that currently exist in various locations will no longer be able to exist in those locations

anymore."

Pruitt told a Nevada television station that humanity flourishes when the Earth is warmer. "We know that humans have
most flourished during times of, what, warming trends," he said.

Yet the warming globe is threatening island nations, some of which will have to be abandoned in the coming decades as
the oceans rise. In some areas, sea levels could climb by a few feet, according to the most recent draft of the National
Climate Assessment. Rising temperatures are also expected to cause a rise in deadly heat waves, the report found.

"Daily extreme temperatures are projected to increase substantially in the contiguous United States,"” the report stated.

That means daily temperatures could be 5 degrees Fahrenheit warmer by midcentury and 10 degrees warmer by 2100 in
most areas of the United States, the report found. Meanwhile, the frequency and intensity of cold waves will decrease.

Past civilizations have not thrived in those types of temperatures, because they pre-date human societies, said Allegra
LeGrande, a paleoclimate researcher at the NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies.

"The warming that we're going into now, that is something that humans have not experienced," she said. "it's not like
humans have thrived in previous warming periods; the warming we're talking about now was before human beings were
human beings."

To find a period that's analogous to today, you have to go back 125,000 years, LeGrande said. Ocean temperatures
during that period were similar to what they are now, and climate change is expected to continue to warm the oceans, she
said. Sea levels were about 30 feet higher, which would wipe out many of the world's largest cities.

During a television interview with KSNV in Nevada on Tuesday, Pruitt guestioned whether climate change could end the
existance of humans, an extreme outcome that mos! researchers don't seek to explore. "Is it an existential threat, is it
something that is unsustainable, or what kind of effect or harm is this going to have?” Pruilt asked.

A study in September estimated that there's a 5 percent chance that warming could cause "catastrophic" impacts by 2050.
The researchers said that under such a scenario, humans would have trouble adapting to things like worsening storms
and the health effects of sudden changes to the climate. The paper, published in the journal Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, said it's possible that humans could be wiped out, but the chances are smaller than 5 percent.

Pruitt also asked what kind of harm could be caused, short of extinction. Researchers point to damage that is already
oceuring.

Sea-level rise and extreme rains have caused frequent flooding in some parts of the world. And droughts and higher
temperatures have diminished water resources in others, according to the most recent report by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change. In particular, climate change will hit poor people the hardest, it said.

"Climate-change impacts are expected to exacerbate poverty in most developing countries and create new poverty
pockets in countries with increasing inequality, in both developed and developing countries," the report stated.

Human societies have developed during a remarkable period of climate stability, relative to the long-term paleoclimate
record, said Kate Marvel, a physicist at Columbia University and a researcher at the Goddard Institute for Space Studies.
The current rate of change is going to alter that, she said, by hitting some parts of Earth much harder than others.

"What we're looking at now is a rate of change that is unprecedented in known history, and | think it's true that there might
be winners and losers," she said. "We don't have the tools really to handie this."

Those who don't accept established climate science often point to uncertainty as a reason to downplay concerns about
climate change, Marvel said. That could leave humanity unprepared, she said.

"A lot of times, people who are reluctant to accept the science of climate change flag up the uncertainty and kind of are

comforted by it," she said. "l find the uncertainty the opposite of comforting, because if we knew exactly what to expect,
we could plan for it. It's that we don't know what to expect that is terrifying for me."
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Final EPA toxic chemical rule proposes $20 million in annual fees to manufacturers

By Miranda Green, 2/8/18, 11:12 AM

The Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) fourth and final rulemaking to revamp a chemical safety rule would collect
more than $20 million annually from chemical and petroleum manufacturers and distributors.

The proposed fees rule under the amended Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA), announced Thursday, would collect
approximately $20.05 million a year from companies that manufacture or import, distribute in commerce, or process
chemical substances, according to EPA's copy of the rule. The fees could also impact petroleum and coal products and
chemical, petroleum and merchant wholesalers, according to the rule.

The text of the rule said the fee total does not include the fees collected for manufacturer-requested risk evaluations.
Under the proposed rule, businesses would begin incurring fees at the start of October.

The EPA said the fee is meant to defray some of the agency costs associated with implementing TSCA and will be added
to the TSCA Service Fee Fund held at the U.S. Treasury.

"These fees are intended to achieve the goals articulated by Congress to provide a sustainable source of funds for EPA to
fulfill its legal obligations to conduct activities such as risk-based screenings, designation of applicable substances as
High- and Low-Priority, conducting risk 5 evaluations to determine whether a chemical substance presents an
unreasonable risk of injury to health or the environment, requiring testing of chemical substances and mixtures, and
evaluating and reviewing manufacturing and processing notices, as required under TSCA," the rule said.

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt said the fee would ensure that TSCA be implemented with the "highest standards.”

"EPA has moved swiftly to implement the amended TSCA requirements. Qur proposed TSCA fees rule ensures we have
sufficient resources to review chemicals for safety with the highest scientific standards,” Pruitt said in a statement.

A chemical safety law passed last year required the EPA to update several internal procedures related to the risk
evaluation process for toxic chemicals.

However, some of the previously proposed rules have been met with heavy pushback. Several environmental groups
sued the EPA in December over rules the agency published in July that determined which uses of chemicals the agency
will assess before allowing the chemicals to be sold on the open market.

In their lawsuit the groups said the agency watered down the rules and weakened the chemical review process compared
to the proposed regulations issued by the Obama administration.

“After Congress took bipartisan action to make desperately needed updates to our chemical safety laws, the Trump
administration has turned back the clock, leaving families and workers at risk,” said Eve Gartner, an attorney at
Earthjustice, which filed the lawsuit in federal court.

The groups argue the new rules provide “loopholes” for chemical manufacturers.

The EPA said in June the rules “clearly [define] important scientific terms to ensure transparency and confidence in the
risk evaluation process” and ensure “that the agency’s resources are focused on those uses that may pose the greatest
risk.”

Politico
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EPA proposes TSCA fees to help cover chemicals testing

By Alex Guillen, 2/8/18, 11:20 AM

EPA today proposed setting a fee on companies seeking approval to sell new chemicals under the Toxic Substances
Control Act that will bring in just over $20 million annually.

ED_001703A_00000091-00017



The revised TSCA law passed in 2016 allowed EPA to collect industry fees to cover a quarter of its implementation costs
or $25 million, whichever was lower. EPA said in its proposed rule that it projects spending $80.2 million annually, and
thus set fees at a level projected to generate $20.05 million per year.

The proposal covers fiscal years 2019 through 2021: the law requires EPA to revisit the fees every three years. The fees
pay for the costs of testing and regulation of existing and new chemicals.

EPA is also authorized to charge fees of 50 percent or 100 percent, depending on the chemical, for manufacturers who
specifically ask EPA to conduct a risk evaluation. The agency said it expects to collect $3.9 million annually from that
revenue sfream.

WHAT’S NEXT: EPA will publish the proposed fee rule in the Federal Register and take comment for 60 days.

E&E Greenwire
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Key air office gets new chief

By Sean Reilly, 2/8/18

Peter Tsirigotis, a career U.S. EPA employee who has been closely involved in crafting major power plant emissions
regulations, is now director of the agency's Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards, a spokesman confirmed today.

He replaced Stephen Page, who recently retired.

Tsirigotis had previously headed the Sector Policies and Programs Division within the air quality standards office, which is
based in Research Triangle Park, N.C.. and falls under the umbrella of EPA's Office of Air and Radiation. After Page
retired, Tsirigotis became the office's acting director. Late last month, Bill Wehrum, head of the Office of Air and Radiation,
decided to make him permanent, spokesman John Millett said today.

The air quality standards office, often known by its acronym as OAQPS, is charged with developing regulations to reduce
air pollution. It has the lead, for example, in crafting and implementing the ambient limits for ground-level czone and other
common pollutants. As of the end of 2016, the office had about 350 employees, according to EPA data obtained under the
Freedom of Information Act.

EPA had not formally announced Tsirigotis' appointment, although he is listed as OAQPS director on an agency website.
The leadership turnover is the first for the office in many years; Page had been director since at least 2003, according to
public records.

Tsirigotis, who did not reply to phone and emailed requests late yesterday for his full EPA resume, had headed the Sector
Policies and Programs Division since 2006, according to a court filing last year. The division's responsibilities include
writing regulations for power plants and other stationary source polluters. Among other accomplishments, he oversaw
development of both the Mercury and Air Toxics Standards and the Clean Power Plan, John Walke, head of the Natural
Resources Defense Council's clean air program, said in an interview.

"He's very smart, and he's very knowledgeable," Walke said.

Because Tsirigotis also worked closely with Wehrum when the latter earlier served in the Office of Air and Radiation from
2001 to 2007 as part of President George W. Bush's administration, the two know each other well, Walke said.

Also lauding Tsirigotis was Janet McCabe, who served as acting EPA air chief during part of the Obama administration.
"He's a great manager," she said in a phone interview yesterday, knows Clean Air Act programs "very well" and is
accomplished in working with stakeholders.

Under President Trump, however, Tsirigotis is now charged with pursuing an agenda in some cases designed to roll back
the policies he oversaw during the Obama administration. When EPA published its proposed rule to repeal the Clean
Power Plan last October, for example, he was listed as the agency contact.

E&E News PM
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Judge gives EPA 60 days to act on Conn. petition
By Sean Reilly, 2/7/18

U.S. EPA must act within 60 days on Connecticut's 2016 petition seeking a crackdown on a Pennsylvania power plant that
the smaller state blames for contributing to ground-level ozone compliance problems, a federal judge ruled today.

In the decision, Senior U.S. District Judge Warren Eginton of Connecticut granted summary judgment in the state's favor.
He brushed aside EPA's argument that it needed until the end of the year to "take all requisite steps to complete action”
on the petition, which dates back to June 2016.

Agency compliance "more than two years after the filing of the petition is clearly at odds with [the] period of time that
Congress deemed appropriate,” Eginton wrote. Under the Clean Air Act, EPA was supposed to have rendered a decision
within two months.

The petition seeks EPA's action to curb emissions of nitrogen oxides from the Brunner Island Steam Electric Station, a
coal-fired power plant in York, Pa., that Connecticut officials say are undercutting their efforts to comply with EPA's 2008
ozone standard of 75 parts per billion. Nitrogen oxides react with volatile organic compounds in sunlight to form ozone, a
lung irritant that is the main ingredient in smog.

The state had filed suit last May to compel EPA to act on the petition. Under Eginton's ruling, EPA must hold a public
hearing on its proposed decision within 30 days.

E&E Climatewire
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Wheeler shifts course on endangerment finding

By Niina Heikkinen, 2/8/18

The nominee to be U.S. EPA's No. 2 has changed how he talks about the agency's endangerment finding for greenhouse
gases.

Andrew Wheeler, whose nomination passed out of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee for a second
time on a party-line vote yesterday, told Delaware Sen. Tom Carper in a meeting that the endangerment finding has been
legally settled, according to Carper, the top Democrat on the committee.

"Wheeler] assured me that he views EPA's legal authority to regulate greenhouse gas emissions, which is based on the
endangerment finding, is settled law,” Carper said in his opening statement ahead of the committee vote.

Wheeler has criticized the finding in the past.

The principal at Faegre Baker Daniels is quoted on the law firm's website suggesting in 2010 that the finding was
vuinerable to legal challenges, since it was mainly based on the 2007 U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) report.

"[T]he fact is that this undermines their legal position as the Endangerment Finding is challenged in the courts," Wheeler
said.

He suggested that a potential "silver bullet" to overturn the finding at the time was a pending "resolution of disapproval” for
the endangerment finding from Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska). According to Wheeler, that resolution would have had the
effect of taking away EPA’s authority to regulate greenhouse gases under the Clean Air Act and allow the United Nations
to independently review its science.

It would "allow legislators to craft sensible energy policy that can promote energy independence without killing our
domestic production of fossil fuels. It also allows EPA to reconsider its Endangerment Finding without almost exclusively
relying upon the IPCC," Wheeler said.

The Senate blocked the Murkowski resolution from coming to a vote in June 2010. At the time, the Alaska senator
acknowledged it had little chance of passing (E&E News PM, June 10, 2010).

The legal landscape has changed since 2010.
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In 2012, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit upheid the endangerment finding in the case
Coalition for Responsible Regulation v. EPA, according to David Doniger, senior director of the Natural Resources
Defense Council's Climate and Clean Air Program.

The Supreme Court subsequently declined to review cases about whether greenhouse gases are harmful to human
health and welfare in 2013 and 2014, he added.

Wheeler's current views on the subject are a point of particular interest, as EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt has been under
pressure to undo the EPA finding, which would effectively gut the scientific foundation for regulating greenhouse gases at
the agency. Wheeler has lobbied for one of the proponents of undoing the finding, Bob Murray, CEO of Murray Energy
Corp.

Carper said he has received direct assurances from Wheeler that he was not involved in writing Murray's list of priorities
for the Trump administration, which included undoing the endangerment finding (Greenwire, Jan. 10).

"l have no reason to doubt Mr. Wheeler's assurances that at least on the question of the endangerment finding, he holds a
view that is distinct from Bob Murray's," Carper said.

Carper raised concerns that Pruitt was far less clear about where he stood on the endangerment finding and had refused
to commit to keeping it in place.

"Last week, Administrator Pruitt was given the opportunity to say that he does not plan to do each and every thing that Mr.
Wheeler's former client Bob Murray asked the Trump administration to do. Unfortunately, he did not seize that
opportunity,” Carper said.

Instead, Pruitt told the Environment and Public Works Committee at its oversight hearing that there had been no
determination yet on whether to open up the endangerment finding for review.

While Democrats may be heartened by Wheeler's response on the endangerment finding, it also closely mirrors Pruitt's
own statements on the endangerment finding during his confirmation process last year.

Pruitt then assured senators that he would stick to court decisions that required him to regulate greenhouse gases
(Climatewire, Jan. 19, 2017).

Politico
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Farmers seek Senate help for exemption from EPA emissions law

By Catherine Boudreau, 2/7/18, 1:17 PM

Farming and ranching groups told Senate lawmakers today that the industry should be exempted from an EPA regulation
related to hazardous emissions.

The rule requires that chemicals like ammonia and hydrogen sulfide be tracked and reported when exceeding certain
levels within a 24-hour period.

"This presents a huge liability issue," American Farm Bureau Federation President Zippy Duvall said during a hearing in
the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee. "We have no way of measuring [emissions]. We'd have to hire
some expert, then the government may not agree with that expert, and make us hire another one, spending thousands
and thousands of dollars we can't afford.”

Farmers and ranchers are worried that if they don't accurately estimate emissions, they could get hit with large penalties,
Duvall said. Representatives from the National Pork Producers Council and the Public Lands Council echoed his
concerns.

In the past, EPA exempied farms and ranches from the environmental law, known by its acronym CERCLA, though large
concentrated animal operations were subject to a separate emissions reporting law known as EPCRA.

Ammonia is emitted from livestock waste and fertilizer spread on fields, while hydrogen sulfide is formed during manure
decomposition.
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But in April, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit struck down the regulatory exemptions for
agriculture. Last week, the court granted the EPA's request to stay an order directing emissions reporting until May 1.

EPA acknowledges that the reporting mandate is challenging for farmers and ranchers because there is no "generally
accepted methodology" for estimating emissions. The agency said it was working on developing such methodologies.

Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Miss.) said during the hearing that two senators are planning to introduce legislation this week that
would exempt agriculture from CERCLA.

Those senators, Joe Donnelly (D-Ind.) and Deb Fischer (R-Neb.), did not immediately return requests for comment.

E&E Climatewire
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U.S. releases CO2 inventory required by climate treaty

By Jean Chemnick, 2/8/18

U.S. EPA released an inventory of national greenhouse gas emissions yesterday, but the Trump administration has not
yet produced a strategy for curbing them as required by a 1992 climate treaty.

The agency's inventory shows that the United States, the world's richest nation, released 15 percent of global carbon
dioxide emissions in 2015, It also shows that U.S. emissions in 2016 were 11.6 percent lower than in 2005, a downward
frajectory supported by the power sector's shift from coal fo natural gas. Warmer winters also contributed to that drop.

The inventory also shows that the U.S. transportation sector tied the power sector as the leading contributor of emissions
for the first time. Fossil fuel-based power generation contributed 1,809 million metric tons of CO2 equivalent, while U.S.
transportation emitted 1,795 MMT of CO2 equivalent.

The third-largest contributor of emissions in 2016 was forests, due to an unusually active wildfire season.

The State Department will submit the report to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change by April. What's less
certain is whether the Trump administration will provide the UNFCCC with a separate national communication and
biennial report, which would include policies and measures to ratchet down emissions to address climate change.

The State Department missed a New Year's Day deadline to produce the report to the portal on the UNFCCC's website.

The State Department has said it plans to comply with the requirement, but late. Meanwhile, the Center for Biological
Diversity has signaled it might sue the agency if it fails to release the report outlining U.S. actions on climate change.

Jean Su, associate conservation director at CBD, said she looks forward to seeing the mitigation report.

"Overall, though it's a fine step that the U.S. looks on track to submit the greenhouse gas inventory report, it's still failing to
be transparent on its critical all-encompassing National Communications and Biennial Reports," she said.

E&E Daily
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Farmers tell lawmakers of frayed relationship with feds

By Marc Heller, 2/8/18

Farmers who used to see the government as a partner in agriculture now see it as an adversary, a lobbying group told
lawmakers yesterday.

"We're scared of our federal agencies now," American Farm Bureau Federation President Zippy Duvall said at a Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee hearing on environmental regulation affecting agriculture.

Gone are the days when farmers visited with Department of Agriculture offices in search of partnerships, Duvall said at a
hearing where pollution rules related to water and air emissions took a beating from Republican lawmakers.
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Farmers want to be good stewards of the land and work with federal agencies, Duvall said, but "we're actually fearful of
them because we know they could cost us hundreds of thousands of dollars trying to arrange permitting and hiring
consultants and lawyers to get to that point.”

A host of regulations, proposed or in place, attracted the committee's attention. Chairman John Barmrasso (R-Wyo )
criticized the Clean Water Rule, better known as the Waters of the U.S. rule, for potentially regulating seasonal ditches on
farms — an outcome U.S. EPA has said it didn' intend but which has become a rallving point for critics.

Barrasso also took aim at regulations that could force livestock producers to report air emissions tied to manure, under
two connected laws: the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act and the Emergency
Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act.

A ruling last year from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit applied those laws to agriculture,
which Barrasso and other lawmakers say wasn't intended.

Also on Barrasso's list: the Endangered Species Act and the National Environmental Policy Act, which he said is "at the
core of every decision in each land use plan, resource management proposal, trailing and crossing permit, and grazing
allotment farmers and ranchers need."

"While environmental analysis can be important, in many cases, completing NEPA takes far too long," Barrasso said.
With the WOTUS rule stymied by courts and the Trump administration — EPA is delaying its applicability date and
working on revisions — the CERCLA regulations dealing with air emissions may be gaining more atiention from

lawmakers.

The circuit court ruling last April overturned a George W. Bush administration rule that exempted all but the largest farms,
and EPA guidance hasn't been clear, said the committee's ranking Democrat, Sen. Tom Carper of Delaware.

EPA has asked the court for more time to develop guidance, and Carper said a delay could give Congress a chance to
respond through legislation.

Duvall said such a broad application of the CERCLA and EPCRA laws not only burdens farmers who don't have a system
set up to report emissions, but could strain federal offices that would suddenly have to field information from as many as
200,000 farms.

Livestock producers might fear for their safety as well, Duvall said, if farm locations become a matter of public record due
to the regulations.

The Coast Guard would be responsible for the reports, which are supposed to help federal agencies respond to
environmental emergencies, said Sen. Deb Fischer (R-Neb.).

"To me, this really doesn't make a lot of sense," Fischer said. Handling farm reports "is going to jam up the response
personnel at the national response center and prevent them from responding, | think, to true emergencies.”

Farmers have little way to comply, said Niels Hansen, secretary-treasurer of the Public Lands Council and a cattle rancher
in Rawlins, Wyo.

"We have no tools to do that," Rawlins said.
Not every withess was against environmental regulation. Donn Teske, vice president of National Farmers Union, said that
WOTUS was poorly crafted without consultation with farmers but that overall he supports environmental laws and believes

farmers play a central role in combating climate change.

One topic that wasn't on the agenda — ethanol mandates — popped up when Delaware Agriculture Secretary Michael
Scuse touted the renewable fuel standard for boosting the farm economy and benefiting the environment.

That prompted Barrasso to point out that Delaware Gov. John Carney (D) has asked EPA for a waiver from the RFS
requirement, citing refineries’ complaints about high prices for renewable fuel credits.

Carper jumped in to add that the cost of renewable credits, not the overall RES itself, is at issue in Delaware. He later told
reporters the high cost of the credits needs to be addressed. either by EPA or through legislation.
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Agencies Boost Exchange of Fluorochemicals Data
*received via email from reporter

By Pat Rizzuto, 2/7/18, 4:19 PM

Federal scientists are sharing more information on fluorochemicals to aid water treatment, cleanup, and other decisions
facing state and federal regulators across the U.S.

More than 150 federal, state, and academic scientists attended a two-day Faderal information Exchangs this week on
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), Linda Birnbaum, director of the National Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences, told Bloomberg Environment Feb. 7. The meeting was held Feb. 5-6 at the National Institutes of Health in
Bethesda, Md.

“Participants shared ongoing research and achieved a better understanding of the science behind decision-making
regarding PFAS,” Birnbaum told Bloomberg Environment.

The meeting will help future information-sharing across federal agencies, Birnbaum said. It also marked an important step
toward coordinating research efforts across federal agencies—along with their state partners—to address PFAS
challenges, she said.

*Protecting the safety of our nation’s drinking water is one of EPA’s top priorities, and the information exchanged between
our federal pariners over the past few days will help us as we work together to support states, tribes, and local
govemmenis with the tools needed to address PEAS.” EPA representative Jahan Wilcox told Bloomberg Environment.

David Andrews, a senior scientist with the Environmental Working Group, applauded the federal-state information
exchange even though he did not attend the meeting, which was closed to nongovernment organizations.

“Sharing information will empower states to step in where the federal government has left off,” Andrews said.
Multiple Uses

Fluorochemicals, often referred to as PFAS, have multiple consumer and industrial uses because they can make products
heat-, stain- and grease-resistant.

Companies including 3M, Angus Fire, the Chemours Co., and Solvay S.A. have produced or used these chemicals to
make stain-resistant upholstery, waterproof apparel and footwear, specialized fire-fighting foams, and grease-resistant
food packaging such as pizza boxes, popcorn bags, and hamburger wrappers.

People exposed to elevated concentrations of one of the most studied fluorochemicals, perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA),
faced greater risk of testicular and kidney cancer, thyroid disease, autoimmune disorders, and elevated cholesterol, a
court-ordered science panel, jouni.

The increasing detection of PFAS chemicals in sources of drinking water and contaminated sites across the U.S. is
prompting states, water utilities, and responsible parties to spend millions of dollars, and spurring toxic tort and property
damage litigation.

Exposure, Treatment

Among the federal officials who spoke during the Feb. 5-6 meeting were Birnbaum, Patrick Breysse—the director of two
Centers for Disease Prevention and Control agencies—and Maureen Sullivan, a deputy assistant secretary with the
Department of Defense.

Research areas discussed included exposure to, health effects of, and remediation and treatment methods for the group
of chemicals that some researchers estimate may include 3,000 types of compounds.

Federal agencies may establish a central internet website that links to their divergent PFAS research efforts, NIEHS Chief
of Staff Mark Miller said Jan. 29 at a Toxicology Forum session discussing fluorochemicals. The first step, he said, was to
identify the scope of federal research in this area.

Empowering States
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States are eager to get information on health effects, cleanup technologies, and other data about PFAS chemicals
because of their prevalence.

The Environmental Protection Agency has identified at least 17 non-federal contaminated sites with PFAS, according to
a list it provided Bloomberg Environment. The list also includes 32 federal facilities where PEAS contamination may
impact drinking water.

CDC’s Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry is working at more than two dozen federal and non-federal

territories had at least one sample above the lifetime health advisory that the Environmental Protection Agency set for just
two of the PFAS chemicals: perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) and perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA). EPA’s non-enforceable
health advisory level for the two compounds is 70 parts per trillion.

Collectively, these drinking water utilities serve more than 6 million people, and have prompted states and responsible
parties to spend millions of dollars in cleanup efforts.

State, federal, and academic officials attending meetings and speaking with Bloomberg Environment have estimated the
number of PFAS-contaminated sites and water sources—and cleanup funds that may be needed—could be much higher.

E&E News PM
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Group sues for access to scientific-integrity documents

By Amanda Reilly, 2/7/18

An environmental group filed a lawsuit yesterday seeking documents related to U.S. EPA science in the wake of
Administrator Scott Pruitt's decision to bar staffers from presenting climate change studies at a conference last October.

Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) says the agency failed to respond to a Freedom of Information
Act request that sought research objectives and communications related to its scientific integrity policy.

EPA also failed to furnish documents illuminating the policies that guide staff participation in events, the lawsuit contends.

"PEER now turns to this court to enforce the FOIA's guarantee of public access to agency records,"” said the complaint,
filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.

PEER said its December FOIA request stemmed from concerns that EPA was impeding the Office of Research and
Development from "freely disseminat[ing] its scientific research.”

The green group cited EPA's decision in October 2017 to cancel the presentations of two agency scientists and a
consultant at a conference convened in Narragansett Bay, R.1., for the release of a major report on the status of New
England's largest estuary. The report included an extensive section on climate change (Greenwire, Oct. 23, 2017).

Democrats responded by accusing Pruitt of "muzzling" EPA scientists.

For his part, Pruitt attempted to reassure Democrats that he wouldn't stop scientists from publicly discussing their work.
He told Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.1.) that "procedures have been put in place to prevent such an occurrence in the
future” (E&E News PM, Dec. 6, 2017).

"l am committed to upholding EPA's Scientific Integrity Policy, which ensures that the Agency's scientific work is of the
highest quality, is presented openly and with integrity, and is free from political interference,” Pruitt wrote in a December
letter to Whitehouse.

PEER used the letter as a basis for its FOIA request. The group is seeking a court order compelling EPA to release the
requested documents.
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"The head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency promised lawmakers that there would be no recurrence,” PEER
said in a statement. "EPA Headquarters, however, has been unable or unwilling to produce any written records describing
these corrective actions.”

Politico
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Grassley moves to free Northey, Cruz refuses to budge

By John Lauinger, 2/7/18, 8:49 PM

A nasty spat over the Renewable Fuel Standard that has left USDA undersecretary nominee Bill Northey in limbo spilled
onto the Senate floor on Wednesday — but none of the sniping got the lowan any closer to being confirmed.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, the Republican senior senator from fowa, filed for unanimous consent in a bid to move Northey's
nomination to the floor for consideration. But Sen. Ted Cruz refused to relinquish the hold he placed on Northey back in
October, delivering a speech on Renewable Identification Numbers, or RINs — a component of the RFS that he says
threatens the jobs of "tens, if not hundreds of thousands" of refinery workers, including many in his home state.

EPA uses the RINs to ensure that refiners are blending the required amounts of biofuel into the nation's fuel supply. The
issue has divided the oil industry for more than a year, as a small group of independent refiners have complained that
when RINs become expensive, their bottom lines take a hit.

"On substance, there is a win-win solution here,” the Texas Republican said. "l want a win for blue-collar refinery workers
and a win for lowa corn farmers."

Cruz pointed the finger at ethanol industry fobbyists who refuse to come to the table to negotiate for the continued holdup
that has kept Northey, the lowa agriculture secretary, from filling a key position as undersecretary for farm production and
conservation in Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue's reorganization of the USDA.

Back in late October, when Cruz and a group of other GOP senators first held up Northey's nomination, they demanded a
meeting with the White House to broker a compromise on the RFS program. They were angry that Grassley, Sen. Joni
Ernst (R-lowa) and other corn-belt senators had pressured EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt into committing to reverse
proposed cuts to biodiesel and cellulosic ethanol volumes under the RFS. EPA also scrapped plans to allow biofuel
credits for exported biofuel, a move that would likely have lowered market prices for biofuel credits.

The Cruz contingent got their meeting at 1600 Pennsylvania, and the December pow wow ended in the parties agreeing
to let industry groups on both sides of the issue settle the dispute.

"Forty-eight days have passed and that meeting still hasn’t taken place,” Cruz said on the floor, "because, unfortunately, a
handful of lobbyists representing the ethanol industry have taken the position that they are unwilling to meet ... and,
apparently, if thousands of people in refineries lose their jobs, that’s not their problem.”

He blamed "Wall Street speculators" for driving up the prices of RINs, and added that the largest refinery on the East
Coast, Philadelphia Energy Solutions, recently entered into bankruptcy and cited in its court filing that rising RIN prices
were the "primary driver."

Grassley got bipartisan backing in his effort to free Northey's nomination from three members of the Senate Agriculture
Committee — Ernst, ranking member Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.), and Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.).

Stabenow argued the disagreement should be "at least moved to a different debate,” so Northey, whose selection was
announced at the beginning of September and who cleared the committee with unanimous support, could begin to work
on issues critical to America's farmers and ranchers.

“It's important to note that Mr. Northey’s leadership is needed now on a number of issues, including the fact that ... he
would be in charge of disaster recovery for our farmers,” she said, speaking only a few hours after the Senate reached a
spending deal that includes emergency funding for farmers and ranchers reeling from last year's hurricanes and wildfires.

Ernst reflected on young fowa farmers who are trying to get by at a time of depressed commodity prices. "That young
farmer needs Washington to get out of the way and give them an opportunity to thrive," she said.
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Grassley argued that Cruz's concept of capping RIN prices would not work and said he was surprised "a free-market
person” like Cruz would suggest that government impose new regulations. He also disputed Cruz's argument about the
failure of Philadelphia Energy Solutions, saying the company “cannot pin its problems on the RFS.” He cited a study by
his staff that blamed various market forces, along with the company placing the wrong "bet"by not investing in biending
infrastructure required to meet the RFS mandates.

“The facts don’t add up very well for the people making the argument that the RIN prices are the problem,” he said.

Cruz hit back at Grassley for saying that his proposal conflicted with his free-market opinions. "If RINs were an actual
commodity that exists in the real world, | would agree with that," he said, adding: “RINs are an artificial, made-up
government fiction.”

Cruz also attacked Stabenow and Kiobuchar for offering “no relief whatsoever" to the job losses that he said could hit the
refinery sector, which he said threaten 22 of 27 refineries in Texas alone.

Wednesday's debate prompted responses from industry groups on both sides of the issue.

Scott Segal, a founding partner of the Policy Resolution Group, which represents merchant refiners, said Cruz is right in
arguing that the "byzantine renewable identification numbers mechanism" has put "some merchant refiners at risk."

"The quickest way to confirm Northey is an open and transparent negotiation on RFS implementation including refiners,
agriculture, the Executive Branch and other interested parties,” Segal said in a statement.

But Kevin Skunes, president of the National Corn Growers Association and a North Dakota farmer, said Cruz is
attempting to "undercut" a program that has been "successful and beneficial" for corn farmers.

Detroit News

o Avww detrolinews comdsiory/news/localmichinan/ 201 8/02/07 foxic-vapors-michigan-hundreds-
evacuation/ 10212118/

Toxic vapor tests lag for thousands of Michigan sites

By Michael Gerstein, 2/7/18, 11:12 PM

Sturgis — Daniel Arroyo has lived in this southwest Michigan town for nearly 20 years, unaware his family has been near
some of the country’s most poliuted land until toxic fumes forced state officials in 2016 to evacuate their house.

The 67-year-old factory worker's family lives less than a football field away from a pump that extracts and cleans a toxic
metalworking chemical from a groundwater plume. It is a Superfund site, where the U 8. Environmental Protection Agency
is helping with cleanup because of excessive pollution.

Air inside the Arroyo family home tested for unsafe levels of trichloroethylene, or TCE vapors, detected after a five-year
federally required Superfund review recommended the state do the test.

The family stayed in a nearby hotel for about a month as workers installed a machine to clean TCE from the indoor air,
said Tanya Arroyo, Daniel Arroyo’s teenage daughter. The compound was used in metal degreasing agents but is known
to cause neurological damage and potentially cancer in high enough doses.

Workers have returned in recent weeks to make sure it’s still OK to breathe, but the Arroyos remain skeptical.

“We’re not sure if there’s still air in the house that could be bad for us,” Tanya said. “If we get sick, we don’t know if it’s
because of that or not.”

The family is not unique. They were among 276 Michigan residents who were ushered out of or barred from homes,
apartments, nonprofit locations and a preschool center in Detroit, Grand Rapids and Sturgis between May 2016 and
February 2017 because of potentially cancerous fumes, according to Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
documents obtained through a Detroit News open records request.

At least another three people were vacated from one Detroit business in August 2017, the state separately confirmed.

In February 2017, DEQ Director Heidi Grether told state lawmakers that there could be more than 4,200 potential vapor
intrusion sites across Michigan posing a “significant public health threat.”
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Across the state, health and environmental regulators are playing catch-up with industrial chemicals that remain in the
ground or water long after they were first introduced. Solvents such as TCE, the compound that polluted the air inside of
the Arroyos’ home, can evaporate and drift into nearby buildings.

The temporary abandonment of homes and properties for what is called “vapor intrusion” can come as a shock to owners
and tenants, who often have no idea they resided or worked near potentially dangerous pollution sites.

The Detroit News requested the state records after a DEQ official said “several” people were relocated from the Detroit
preschool. State documents showed the actual number was 224, representing the largest removal of people in Michigan.

Thirty-five people were evacuated from five buildings in Grand Rapids. Seventeen people were escorted out of three
homes in Sturgis, but the two other home owners declined interviews with The News.

The Detroit preschool center is closed by a local heaith department order until further notice.

The state has a list of 3,005 vapor intrusion sites across Michigan with Metro Detroit making up more than 40 percent of
the listed locations. Detroit alone contains 362 locations where vapor intrusion might pose a problem, or 12 percent of the
DEQ’s listed sites.

The other 1,200-plus sites are an extrapolation of other unspecified potential sites among an estimated 6,300
underground storage tanks that have leaked or are leaking.

State environmental officials said they are fighting toxic vapors without enough staff or funding. The department hired
another three people in 2017 and paid for equipment, lab analysis and other expenses related to investigation with the
$2.6 million it received from the Legislature to fight vapor intrusion, which includes $1 million in supplemental funding.
The overwhelming number of locations means state regulators wait 1o be informed about problems by property owners,
complaints from neighbors, environmental assessments required of new construction projects or reviews mandated by the
EPA.

“Yes, there are thousands of sites, yet we can’t just snap our fingers and evaluate those thousands of sites,” said Michael
McClellan, deputy director of environment for the DEQ.

It is unlikely the state will ever test all of the more than 4,200 contaminated sites, Grether said.

Vapor intrusion is a small portion of all of Michigan’s environmental problems, which includes the emerging threat of PFAS
contamination, Gov. Rick Snyder said Wednesday.

“You can't do it all overnight,” Snyder said at a press conference about his fiscal year 2019 budget plan. The state is
addressing “the most difficult and the most challenging situations first” before working on “a systematic way to take it one
after another,” he said.

It worries some lawmakers, although most have not made state aid for vapor cleanup a priority.

“I am very concerned that we have funding,” said Rep. David LaGrand, D-Grand Rapids.

EPA prompts state action

New EPA guidelines in 2015 prompted state regulators to recognize vapor intrusion as a larger threat to human health
than previously thought. The federal agency did not previously include vapor intrusion testing in its reviews, but new 2015
guidelines prompted a greater focus on the problem.

Environmental regulators didn’t realize before that TCE or other solvent vapors can be harmful at levels once presumed
safe, said Kathy Shirey, acting director of the state DEQ’s Remediation and Redevelopment Division.

In residential indoor air samples, the state may require remediation if TCE levels exceed 2 micrograms per cubic meter.
The state recognizes levels that exceed 67 micrograms per cubic meter as unsafe in residential soil vapor samples.

Air samples of TCE at the Vistas Nuevas Head Start in Detroit tested as high as 44 times above the state action level,
while the soil results were more than 8,000 times higher, according to the DEQ.
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The threshold for tetrachioroethylene, or perc, is 41 micrograms per cubic meter for indoor air samples in both residential
and nonresidential buildings. The standard for residential soil vapor samples is 1,400 micrograms per cubic meter and
2,700 micrograms per cubic meter for nonresidential samples.

One gram is equivalent to 1 million micrograms. For comparison, a teaspoon of sugar is equivalent to about 4 grams, or 4
million micrograms.

Aside from an increased cancer risk and neurological damage, studies have shown a link between TCE exposure and
chronic respiratory diseases, although it’'s often impossible to know for sure how much damage the solvent does in
particular cases, health experts said.

The Detroit Health Department said a 24-hour air sample found concentrations of toxic vapors usually were lower in the
child care location, but did not say by how much. The department also did not return subsequent emails or calls from The
News.

The department said it notified all people who “may have spent time in the building of the potential risk” and referred them
to their primary care physicians.

“To date the health department is not aware of any specific health effects directly related to the trichloroethylene on this
property,” the Detroit agency said.

State health and environmental officials said the risk is a cause for caution, not panic. There’s not enough data to know
the full scope of the problem, they said.

“I don’t think people should be alarmed,” said Kory Groetsch, environmental public health director for the Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services. “Be aware. Be knowledgeable.”

The state is forced to foot the bill for many cleanup efforts because of problems with the original polluters, said David
Bandlow, a DEQ environmental analyst in Grand Rapids. Those companies often have folded by the time the vapor
problem is detected and can’t be tapped to finance the clean-up, he said.

“That’s a huge problem,” Bandiow said. Often, “there’s really no paper trail left to track down any liability.”

Detroit closure a ‘surprise’

Preschool-age children had been going to the Vistas Nuevas Head Start school in Detroit for more than a decade without
a whiff of trouble.

But in late October 2016, 80 kids and 144 adults were barred from the building on the western edge of Corktown because
of potentially cancerous fumes wafting from decades-old, metal-working pollution from the former Lincoln Brass Works
factory.

“It came as a complete surprise to us that there was an issue,” said Brad Coulter, president and CEO of Matrix Human
Services, which ran a Detroit preschool program for disadvantaged children in the building.

There was no prior notice that old pollution might be a health risk to kids and workers, Coulter said.

The building’s owner, Rosa Parks LLC, found high levels of TCE in the indoor air after conducting required environmental
tests that weren’t done in 2011 when the company bought it, according to the DEQ. Now the building is closed by a local
health department order.

It’s not clear whether anyone who was in the building for long periods of time faces health problems. Matrix Human
Services and the Detroit Health Department sent letters to more than 1,000 parents of children who attended the Detroit
preschool program to say their kids should be seen by a doctor if they were concerned.

A July study commissioned by Matrix showed the building was safe if it was well-ventilated, so staff could finish moving to
a new office location in Detroit.

The city denied an open records request from The News seeking names and contact information of the letter recipients.
Head Start students at the Rosa Parks site may have gone to any of the 24 other locations the organization has in Detroit.
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In Grand Rapids, evacuees were found to have a higher level of a dry-cleaning solvent in their blood than the general
population, but the health risk is uncertain.

Neither the Detroit Health Department nor the state took blood samples of the children or adults exposed to Matrix’s
former Corktown site.

Evacuations begin in 2016

The earliest known vapor intrusion evacuation was ordered by the state’s health department in May 2016 in Grand
Rapids, where 33 people initially abandoned four buildings, according to DEQ documents and the Kent County Health
Department. Two more people were later vacated from a photography studio in June 2016.

The vacated photography studio on Elisworth Avenue was contaminated by a former solvent retailer and recycler,
according to the DEQ and Kent County Health Department. Property on Hall Street, where the Red Project nonprofit
dedicated to preventing AIDS was once located, was polluted by an old dry cleaner; another building near Leonard Street
NW was marred by a leaky underground storage tank beneath a gas station, the DEQ’s Bandlow said.

Workers at an urban renewal nonprofit called Seeds of Promise, near Hall Street and adjacent to the Red Project, also
were among those evacuated.

Blood samples of the evacuees were sent to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and found higher blood
levels of perchloroethylene or perc than the general population, said Adam London, administrative health officer for the
Kent County Health Department.

Officials shared the results with those who were exposed and referred them to toxicology experts for help understanding
them, London said.

He said he could not speculate on whether the exposure led to health problems for the 35 Grand Rapids evacuees. But
London said perc, in general, can cause neurological damage and increase the risk for cancer.

“| think that’s a frustration that we have and we share with people who live near historical industrial contamination — that
our understanding of exactly what those risks are is still incomplete,” he said. “We don’t really know what the relative risk
is, but we know that there is a danger involved.”

Spillover in Sturgis

In Sturgis, the pollution problems were known to government agencies and companies, but not all nearby residents. The
EPA put it on its National Priorities List in 1984

“People may be exposed to contaminants through inhalation of volatile contaminants,” noted a 1993 U.S. Department of
Heaith and Human Services report, which recommended air sampling near the underground plume.

But that didn’t happen until 23 years later, when the state’s Health and Human Services Department evacuated three
homes in the small southwest Michigan city between October 2016 and February 2017.

Seventeen people were put up in hotels by Newell Brands Inc. — which bought the former Kirsch Co. manufacturing
operation blamed for legacy pollution in the area from Cooper industries in 1997 — while the indoor air was cleaned up,
according to the DEQ.

State Rep. Aaron Miller, R-Sturgis, said state officials did not inform him about the evacuations.

“That itself speaks to the fact that | don’t think it was all that transparent,” Miller said.

The DEQ oversaw Newell Brand’s installation of mitigation systems in another five homes that were not evacuated near
the old Kirsch site.

Ten more nearby homes received machines from Newell in September to clean up pollution underneath them before it
poses a vapor problem, said Jessica Ferris, a DEQ project manager who oversees the Sturgis Superfund site. A
commercial building also installed a mitigation system.

In total, 38 homes in the area were tested for a potential vapor problem. Six home owners did not allow the DEQ access
despite repeated attempts and could be in danger, Ferris said.
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The situation instills not only health fears but financial anxiety for some affected families.

Daniel Arroyo has lived in his Sturgis house since 1998, five years after emigrating from Guerrero, a Mexican state now
marred by drug cartel violence. But he and his family were not aware until the past year that they lived near a noxious well
field.

“If they would have known before that it was contaminated, they wouldn’t have bought the house,” Tanya Arroyo said.
“(My father’s) concern right now is if he tries to sell it, nobody’s gonna want to buy it because it's contaminated.”

Karen Story

U5, Environmental Protection Agency
Public Affairs Division

Public Outreach Branch

{212y 637-3128 {Divect)

1 637-3675 (Branchy)

W ena sov/region?
hitps:/twitter.com/EPAregion?

hitps://www facebook.com/eparegion?

hito//blog epa.gov/blog/catesory/ereeningtheanple/
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Message

From: Story, Karen [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FFF41F1CC124408DB453568EE46259F4-STORY, KAREN]

Sent: 2/8/2018 4:14:51 PM

Subject: Regional News Clips - Thursday, February 8, 2018

Bellnor sewer line exiension plan gels boost from 338K arant (NEWSDAY; February 8, 2018)

Brookhaven Town has been awarded a $30,000 state environmental grant to study connecting Suffolk County sewer lines
to a commercial center in North Beliport.

Southold srosion control plan would cost $44.5M Army Corps says (NEWSDAY, February 7, 2018)

A $14.5 million plan to provide flooding and erosion relief along Hashamomuck Cove would be too costly for the town to
sponsor, the Southold Town Board concluded, leading residents and town, county and federal officials to propose other
funding ideas Wednesday.

New Jersey Environmenialists Blas? Trump Offshore Drill Plan (U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT,; February 7, 2018)

New Jersey environmental leaders fear that an oil spill off its famous beaches would devastate its $44 billion tourism
economy, and are rallying opposition to President Donald Trump's plan to open most of the nation's coastline to drilling.

Propased legisiation causes buzr among beskespers (NEW JERSEY HERALD; February 7, 2018)

In recent years, the plight of the American Honeybee has become something of a national conversation.

Lake Ontario salmen caleh rate sets record (BUFFALO NEWS; February 7, 2018)

Salmon fishing was the best it's ever been in 2017.

The Catskills, NYC and the FAD — The Balance of Clean Water with Local Sustainability (THE REPORTER,;
February 6, 2018)

There is virtually nothing more important than protecting our drinking water.

MYS Officials Dellver PEOS Filtration Update Amid Community Congermns (WAMC-NPR; February 6, 2018)

New York state Department of Environmental Conservation and Health Department officials were in Newburgh Monday
night to provide an update on the city’s new carbon filtration system to filter PFOS contamination from the city’s drinking
water. Many residents voiced concern about switching to the state-funded system. WAMC’s Hudson Valley Bureau Chief
Allison Dunne reports the date for testing the system has been pushed back.

House Committee Hearing on Glyphosate

AP - GO awmakers take aim al cancer research group over Roundun

Folitico - Lawmakers orlicize cancer research group pver study on glvphosste

E&E Dally < WHO rebuls GOP, media on glvohosals cancer waming

Agri-Pulbse -~ ARG criticized . defended al Mouse Science hearing on glyphosale

ED_001703A_00000092-00001



insidal P8 - BRA noised o seslcinput on glvphosale revisws

General
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E&E News PM - Bleep decline in grant lunding may be unlawil — Carper

Waashington Examiner - Sen. Tom Carper, EPA spar over climats grant program
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NEWSDAY

Ballnort sewer line sxlension olan gels boost from $30K arant

The state funding will pay for a preliminary study on connecting the Greater Bellport Hamlet Center to Suffolk’s
Harrison Avenue Sewage Treatment Plant.

By Deon J. Hampton
February 8, 2018
Brookhaven Town has been awarded a $30,000 state environmental grant to study connecting Suffolk County sewer lines

to a commercial center in North Bellport.
Brookhaven Town Supervisor Edward P. Romaine on Wednesday said preliminary work on the study has begun.
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“Once this report is done, we can go on to the next step and try to secure funding” to extend sewer lines, Romaine said in
a phone interview.

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation grant would be used to prepare an engineering plan,
map of the area and a report on how a sewer system would connect the Greater Bellport Hamlet Center to Suffolk
County’s Harrison Avenue Sewage Treatment Plant.

Romaine said he believes some funding could become available through Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo’s $2.5 billion Clean
Water Infrastructure Act, or possibly under President Donald Trump’s plan for infrastructure.

“The economic revitalization of the Greater Bellport Hamlet Center relies greatly on a future connection to the sewage
treatment plant,” Romaine said in a statement. “| have met with many property owners and business people in the Bellport
community and there is a new sense of progress and enthusiasm for the future.”

A 2013 sewer feasibility study commissioned by Brookhaven found connecting to the plant was environmentally safe and
would foster new development.

Brookhaven’s 2014 Greater Bellport Land Use Plan envisioned a transit-oriented downtown that would support a train and
sanitary infrastructure.

Extending sewer connections to the Montauk Highway corridor in Bellport also has been identified as needed for
economic development in the area.

“Moving forward on a sewer line to service Bellport has been a top priority of mine since taking office,” Brookhaven
Councilman Michael Loguercio said in a statement. “Their absence has been a deterrent to the development of new
business and harmful to the environment. | expect that once the sewers are in, we'll see a real turnaround in the local
economy.”

NEWSDAY

Southold erosion control plan would cost $14.5M, Ay Corps says

The plan needs a local sponsor to pay 10.5 percent of the costs to protect properties along Hashamomuck Cove,
but town officials say the costs are too high.

By Jean-Paul Salamanca
February 7, 2018

A $14.5 million plan to provide flooding and erosion relief along Hashamomuck Cove would be too costly for the town to
sponsor, the Southold Town Board concluded, leading residents and town, county and federal officials to propose other
funding ideas Wednesday.

Stephen Couch, deputy chief of the planning division of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, said the main purpose of the
hearing was “to initiate some of the discussion on local sponsorship” of the project that would truck in 216,000 cubic yards
of sand to build a 25-foot-wide berm to shore up the area over a year, then rebuilding it with 64,000 cubic yards of sand
every five years.

Town Supervisor Scott Russell and other town board members reiterated their stance that the cost of having the town act
as a local sponsor were too high, and they were wary of setting precedents for the town having to pay for upkeep to
private properties.

The $14,560,000 project needs a local sponsor to pay a 10.5 percent share of the project — meaning local costs of
$1,529,000 for the initial construction costs and $546,000 for the renourishment — according to the corps’ feasibility
study. Southold officials calculated their local costs could be as high as $5,096,000 if the town acts as the local sponsor.

Residents and local officials at Wednesday’s hearing at the Peconic Community Center raised concerns about the costs,

time frame, environmental impact and possible solutions for erosion plaguing properties owned by more than 70 people
on a 1.5-mile stretch of County Road 48 facing the Long Island Sound.
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Hirant Candan, who has property along the road, asked if the town had calculated how much money it would lose if
homes in that area were ultimately lost from erosion. Kate Phelan, another property owner, suggested the county and the
town could partner to act as a local sponsor.

Abdul Sada, a representative for Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone, said after the meeting that the county was
awaiting completion of the feasibility study before the county legislature and Bellone could make a decision on whether to
act as the project’s local sponsor.

Another idea floated at the meeting was for property owners to tax themselves for the funds to become the sponsor.
Russell said the town would hold meetings to discuss that option.

“If it’s going to keep my home from falling into the water, ’'m willing to do that, even though | already pay extra taxes
because I'm on the water,” Phelan said of the taxing district idea.

U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT

Mew Jersey Environmentalists Blast Trump Offshors Drill Plan

New Jersey's leading environmental groups are rallying opposition to President Trump's plan to allow oil and
natural gas drilling off most of the country's coastline.

By WAYNE PARRY, Associated Press
February 7, 2018

New Jersey environmental leaders fear that an oil spill off its famous beaches would devastate its $44 billion tourism
economy, and are rallying opposition to President Donald Trump's plan to open most of the nation's coastline to drilling.

More than a dozen groups held a rally in the driving rain Wednesday on the Asbury Park boardwalk, calling on the federal
government to drop the plan. They said the risk of a catastrophic oil spill is real — and completely preventable by not
allowing offshore drilling.

The gathering was one of many similar events that have taken place around the country since the plan was announced on
Jan. 4, and elected officials from both parties have joined to oppose it.

"What Trump did was target the oceans from one end of the country to the other," said Jeff Tittel, director of the New
Jersey Sierra Club. "We are going to send a very clear message to the fossif fool in the White House: hands off our
beaches.”

Many business and energy groups support the plan, saying it will enable America to be less dependent on foreign energy.
In announcing the plan to open up the outer continental shelf for drilling, the U.S. Interior department said offshore drilling
will enable the country to better compete with other oil-rich nations.

"By proposing to open up nearly the entire OCS for potential oil and gas exploration, the United States can advance the
goal of moving from aspiring for energy independence to attaining energy dominance," said Vincent DeVito, a counselor
for energy policy at the Interior department.

The department's Bureau of Ocean Energy Management is holding meetings around the country to answer questions
about the plan. But those meetings will not include public testimony. Instead, those wishing to comment must submit
written testimony online or hand-deliver written copies to officials at the meetings, including one Feb. 14 just outside
Trenton.

That was one of the main reasons the environmental groups held their rally Wednesday — to let as many people as
possible speak out against the drilling plan.

"Frankly, I'm (angry) | have to be here again," said Tim Dillingham, executive director of the American Littoral Society.
"What does it take for the federal government to understand that the people of New Jersey want a clean, wild, pristine
ocean? Once again, we have to tell the federal government 'Keep your hands off our ocean.”
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"The Trump administration has blatantly disregarded the voices of the public and elected officials from both parties who
have clearly opposed offshore drilling since Day 1," added Samantha Kreisler of the NY/NJ Baykeeper group.

Doug O'Malley, director of Environment NJ, cited the damage from the Deepwater Horizon disaster in the Gulf of Mexico.

"The ocean and the Gulf took a body blow," he said. "We don't want to see those impacts anywhere near the Jersey
shore."

NEW JERSEY HERALD

Proposed legisiation causes buzz among beekespers

By Katie Moen

February 7, 2018

In recent years, the plight of the American Honeybee has become something of a national conversation.

Here in New Jersey, where hobbyist beekeeping has become increasingly popular, legislators are working to find the right
balance between protecting honeybees from harm and making sure that their presence in residential areas does not
cause a disturbance.

On Jan. 22, two bills, long-supported by beekeepers and sponsored by Assemblymen Ron Dancer and Parker Space that
aim to shield bees from pesticides were signed into law.

The first, designated A3398/S2076 in state records, states that anyone who plans on applying pesticides within three
miles of a registered or native beehive must notify registered beekeepers of their intentions.

Both commercial and hobbyist beekeepers would need to register with the state Department of Environmental Protection
by March 1 of each year in order to be placed on the notification list.

The second bill, designated A3400/S2078, mandates that anyone who would seek to apply pesticides in the state of New
Jersey be required to complete a training or continuing education course on the effect of pesticides on pollinating bees.

"Pesticides kill bees either through direct contact or, even more deadly, when a bee comes in contact with an insecticide
and carries it back to the colony, contaminating the pollen or nectar,” explained Space (R-Sussex, Warren, Morris).

ED_001703A_00000092-00005



"People who apply pesticides will now be required to receive proper training which will help protect the state's vital bee
population.”

While the new pesticide bills have been widely cheered by apiarists, beekeepers say that another proposed resolution,
drafted by the New Jersey Department of Agriculture (NJDA) and currently under review, is far too restrictive in nature.

"There has been a huge surge in backyard beekeeping in the last 10 years or so," said Janet Katz, president of the New
Jersey Beekeepers Association. "For the most part, hobbyist beekeepers always have tried to adhere to a set of good-
neighbor guidelines, including keeping hives away from property lines or public areas, providing a water source near the
hives so the bees don't go looking for water in your neighbor's swimming pools, and trying to recover swarms as quickly
as possible. Up until now, most of the state legislation that has been passed about bees has been intended to protect
them."

Under the terms of the proposed resolution, however, all of that could change in a big way.

"When backyard beekeeping began to get more popular and people began to take notice of the surge, many
municipalities around the state started to draft their own resolutions to regulate or even ban hives on residential
properties," Katz said. "(The New Jersey Beekeepers Association) drafted a template ordinance based on our knowledge
of good practices that these different governing bodies could choose to adopt to limit altercations between keepers and
their neighbors. That way, standards could be established on a case-by-case basis. This new resolution is more of a
blanket statement that won't allow for much interpretation at the municipal level. When we heard that the Department of
Agriculture was going to get involved, we were thrilled. We thought they would help us come up with a solution that
worked for everyone. We were wrong."

If approved, the new regulations would, among other things, limit the number of hives that a beekeeper can have on
properties of a certain size.

Residential lots that range in size from one-quarter of an acre up to five acres would be permitted under the proposed
legislations to have up to two full hives and one nucleus -- a smaller starter colony or secondary hive structure that can be
used to relocate swarms.

The drafted resolution indicates that "the initial limitation in number of hives in each density standard is due to increased
conflict potential in residential areas when beekeepers try to have larger numbers of hives. The larger numbers create
(and have created) stress on adequate sources of water, poor swarm management, and excess honey production with no
outlet (as the hobbyist by definition is not engaged in commercial business)."”

Space, when asked about the proposed changes, said the Department of Agriculture should be focusing its efforts on
teaching people about the benefits of beekeeping rather than looking for ways to restrict it.

"l believe these proposed rules will negatively affect beekeepers, farmers and small business owners throughout New
Jersey," Space said in an official statement to the Department of Agriculture. "The (original) legislation my colleagues and
| supported was designed to protect beekeepers from overzealous government regulation -~ not to enhance it. The law
was intended to protect the state's commercial and recreational bee industry and heighten public awareness about its
importance to our food supply.”

Katz, who currently keeps four hives on her one-acre property in Chester, said the proposed rules would be "prohibitive at
best" for hobbyist beekeepers.

"The proposed regulations would prohibit any kind of deviation from these standards for new beekeepers," she said.
"Anyone who has less than a quarter of an acre would not be allowed to have any hives whatsoever, which in a densely
populated state like New Jersey, really limits the opportunity for new people to get involved in a hobby that has been
proven to provide a slew of benefits for neighboring communities. The larger problem here is that these rules only apply to
beekeepers who agree to register their hives. Hive registration is important because it helps the state to keep track of
colonies that have been affected by mites or disease and to prevent those problems from spreading. If these rules go into
effect, people are simply going to stop registering and try to stay under the radar.”

Recently, at an annual introductory course offered by the Sussex County Beekeepers Association, the proposed
regulations raised a number of similar concerns among would-be beekeepers.
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"We had about 80 people turn out to take the class, which shows you how popular backyard beekeeping has become,”
said course instructor and beekeeper Dan Perez. "The course is held every year to teach responsible practices for good
beekeeping. As part of that responsibility, we strongly encourage hive registration because we recognize how important it
is.

"This year, though, | had at least a dozen people come up and tell me that they wouldn't be doing it because they didn't
think they would be able to keep up with these proposed rule changes. As it stands right now, these regulations would
cause more problems than they would solve. They're taking the joy of out beekeeping. | shouldn't have to stand in my
backyard and wonder if | will have to use my license to practice law to protect my honeybees."

Established beekeepers like Katz who already have more hives than would be permitted under the new law would only be
permitted to keep their current number of colonies after obtaining a waiver from the local government.

The waiver application, Katz said, is almost self-defeating in nature.

"The entire purpose of the state legislation was to make sure that beekeepers were not at the mercy of these individual
municipalities that might not have a working knowledge of the benefits associated with beekeeping and could instead only
focus on the negative interactions between neighbors,” she said.

"Since the waivers that we would need to exceed these density limitations would be granted through local governments, it
puts us right back at square one. The other problem here is that these waivers are ridiculously complicated. You have to
submit certified letters to all of your neighbors to alert them that you have bees, get your hives certified as disease free by
a professional inspector, be able to prove that you have never had a conflict because of your bees and so on and so forth
until it just gets too frustrating to think about.”

In addition to density regulations and waivers, the proposed rules would also require beekeepers to construct large
barriers of at least six feet in height around their hives and agree to participate in continuing education courses.

"If | kept a chicken coop, or wanted to raise cattle, | wouldn't have to take a class every year to prove that | could do it,"”
said Katz. "It's honestly a little ridiculous."

The public comment window for the proposed regulations closed on Jan. 19.

"l know that at least 300 of our active members sent letters to the Department of Agriculture,” said Katz. "At this point, |
think the best we can do is hope that this draft can be amended to something much more reasonable and that we can
come together to reach a better agreement with the state.”

Space, who said he would be "siding with the beekeepers all the way," stated by way of his written letter to the
Department of Ag, that the law, if moved forward as proposed, would come up against opposition at the legislative level.

"If the rules are enacted as is, or are still deemed as a detriment to the beekeeping and agricultural community, it would
leave legislators such as myself with no choice but to take all remedies constitutionally and legally available to overturn
them."

BUFFALO NEWS

Lake Ontario salmon calch rafe seis record

By Bill Hilts, Jr.

February 7, 2018
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Sandy Brown of Clearficld, Pa.. recled in this 32-pound, 4-ounce salmon while fishing on the Niagara Bar to
win the summer LOC Derby. Also pictured are her husband, Ed (left), and Joe Yacger of Ambherst.

Salmon fishing was the best it's ever been in 2017.

That’s what New York’s Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) said at the end of January when it released the
preliminary resulits of the Open Lake Fishing Boat Survey for 2017. Based on the Chinook (king) salmon catch rate of .141
per angler hour off a charter boat, that rate was the best ever in the 32-year history of the census. While it might not seem
like a very high number, this is a catch rate that takes into account the entire New York shoreline of the lake. The previous
record high-catch rate was .137 kings per hour in 2005.

“The increase in 2005 seems to coincide with pen rearing of salmon and improved survival,” said Jana Lantry, aquatic
biologist for the Lake Ontario Unit of the DEC. “It could possibly be that we were starting to see more wild production of
salmon naturally. Technology and the internet could also play a role, informing anglers of the best times to go fishing.”

it’s probably all the above. Whatever the case, salmon fishing has been pretty darn good since that initial jump in the early
2000s.

The survey process, conducted from April 15 to Sept. 30 every year since 1985, utilizes four seasonal technicians to
conducted on-water interviews. “The way the survey was designed, covering over 200 miles of shoreline, we include
fishing effort, harvest and overali catch,” Lantry said. “Tom Eckert and | also help out with the survey. It gives us an
excellent overview of the lake. It's important to understand what’s going on out there every year, working closely with our
counterparts at the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.” Last year, 3,726 interviews took place in collecting this
essential information.

“This is important work,” Lantry said. “This is the only survey on the lake that collects biological data like this from spring
to fall.”

Included in the collection of biodata is length, weight, fin clip data and any coded wire tags that might be present. It helps
fisheries managers put the pieces of the puzzle together so that they can make sound decisions relative to things like
stocking numbers. It gives them a better understanding of what is happening within the ecosystem.
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Dan Clinger of Jersey Shore, Pa., caught the winning $25.000 fall salmon in the Lake Ontario Counties Derby at 39 pounds, 3 ounces.

All areas are not created equal on Lake Ontario when it comes to salmon fishing. The Western Basin of the lake, or the
waters off Niagara and Orleans counties, is usually better for salmon in the spring than points east. By summer, fish are
starting to slowly migrate to locations where fish were stocked or naturally reproduced. In 2017, more areas had an
outstanding year for salmon — especially from June to September. The success realized by other regions of the lake —
areas that might not normally enjoy as much salmon success in the summer months — helped to break the record mark.
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There was more good news moving forward, too. The 2018 season should be even better for bigger salmon. There were
plenty of 1-year-old salmon (jacks) swimming in the lake last year (18 percent of catch versus the 5-year average of 7
percent). Those are survivors and they will be returning as 2-year-olds. The Coho salmon catch rate was the highest since
2010 and the rainbow/steelhead catch jumped up 54 percent from 2015. The combined catch of salmon and trout or the
“three in any combination” limit category jumped up 54 percent from 2016 and was the third-highest overall in the history
of the survey. Yes, the fishing was very good ... if you could get on the water.

The good news is tempered with some bad news. Due to the high-water levels in Lake Ontario last summer, fewer boats
made it on the lake to enjoy the fishing. Some launch ramps were closed. Some marinas were partially or fully closed. As
a result, fishing effort was at a record low last year across the lake. To put things into numbers, the previous record low for
angling effort was 2016 with 46,339 boat trips. Last year, only 39,964 boat trips were recorded by survey personnel.

“The high water impact definitely limited people from gaining access to the lake and probably limited the numbers of
interviews we conducted,” said Lantry. "We also keep track of recreational boating and sail boating and both of those
activities were also at record lows last year.”

Chinook salmon have voracious appetites and can grow to 30 pounds or more.

There’s no question that everyone was caught off guard with the high-water issues. The bigger question is, are we better
prepared should it happen again? More fixed docks were replaced with floating docks. Launch ramps were repaired and
many altered to accommodate higher water levels. With the upper Great Lakes above normal as far as water levels right
now and Lake Ontario nearly a foot above normal from this time last year, it’s still anyone’s guess what will happen in
2018. However, after the record-breaking performance for the salmon catch, anglers should do whatever it takes to get
out on the water to catch a king or two. You won’t regret it.

There is a bit of a misconception when people think of salmon in the traditional sense. The first thing most people think of
is mature kings running up the streams to spawn in the fall. Yes, that happens. For the Western Basin of Lake Ontario,
some of the best salmon fishing of the year is in the spring and summer — in the lake. The single biggest attraction for
salmon is the Niagara River and the famed Niagara Bar in the spring. The river attracts forage fish, it provides structure in
the way of current and it supplies warmer water from Lake Erie (after the ice leaves that Great Lake). They all combine to
form a dynamic fishery that is the No. 1 reason why most anglers in the Spring Lake Ontario Counties Trout and Salmon
Derby choose to fish out of Niagara County. Check out the leaderboard at www ioc.org and you'll see that more than 60
percent of all the salmon and trout come from those productive waters.

If you've never caught a king, it should be on your bucket list. And if you see a DEC census taker collecting survey
information at the end of your trip, be sure to stop.

“It is one of the most important surveys on the lake,” says Lantry. “It's not just about numbers. it’s also giving us a better
understanding of the condition of the fish. It’s about collecting data for ongoing studies. A vast majority of anglers do
cooperate with us and that is fantastic. We should be happy we have such an excelient and diverse fishery dominated by
Chinook salmon right in our back yard.”

THE REPORTER, OP-ED

The Catskills, NYO and the FAD — The Balance of Clean Water with Local Sustainabilit
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By Pete D. Lopez

February 6, 2018
There is virtually nothing more important than protecting our drinking water.
Similarly, self determination and community sustainability are also central to our very existence.

In the Catskills, finding a balance between these principles remains an important challenge as the City of New York works
with local communities to continue its mission to provide drinking water to its residents.

For New York City, this meant over a century of engagement with people in the watershed. Unprecedented special
authority granted by New York State enabled the city to acquire lands and construct a mammoth system of interconnected
reservoirs and tunneis in the Catskill Mountains to serve as New York City’s primary source of drinking water.

This 100-year history has not been without controversy, necessitating a delicate balance between the need for clean,
abundant water by the city with the desire of the Catskill communities to be sustainable, preserving their autonomy and
way of life.

This tension has magnified over the last quarter century with requirements under the federal Safe Drinking Water Act,
which requires the filtration of surface drinking water supplies unless specific conditions can be met.

For New York City, the financial consequences of filtering over a billion gallons of water a day are staggering — $10 billion
in the design and construction of required filtration equipment and potentially hundreds of millions more a year to operate
and maintain the system.

The alternative was the development of a Filtration Avoidance Determination (FAD), which is a product of state, federal,
and local stakeholders that, among other items, uses a comprehensive regulatory framework to limit actions of the people
in the watershed, while simultaneously providing funding for local projects that protect water quality.

Since its inception in January of 1993 to the current day, the NYC FAD has been a grand experiment — conducted at a
scale and level of intensity unmatched anywhere across the nation.

On Dec. 28, 2017, under my signature, EPA joined with the NYS Department of Health to provide a ten-year extension of
the FAD. | recognize that the FAD is intended to be a comprehensive roadmap that lays out actions that must be taken to
continue to protect the water at its source — in Delaware, Greene, Schoharie, Sullivan and Ulster Counties. Just as
important, | recognize it is intended to respond to the very real impacts the water quality protections have on the people
who live, work and raise their families in the watershed.

While approved for the next ten years, the FAD is a living document. With a scheduled mid-term review, stakeholders and
agencies alike must continue to ensure the balancing of environmental objectives with the opportunity for achieving other
important socioeconomic goals for communities located within the Watershed.

| personally see opportunities for strengthening the balance. For example, | believe New York City’'s Land Acquisition
Program - a longstanding, core element of the FAD - should be revisited. As someone who understands many of the
challenges of the FAD, | am keenly interested in exploring the current “protectiveness” of existing lands controlled by New
York City and New York State and the need for continued land acquisition.

In my decades of work with the city and the people of the Catskills, | have found reasoned partners. In my role as EPA
Regional Administrator, | will continue advancing thoughtful conversations that ensure that we keep the balance between
the needs of New York City and watershed communities.

Pete Lopez is the Regional Administrator of EPA Region 2, which includes New York, New Jersey, Puerto Rico, the U.S.
Virgin Islands and eight federally recognized Indian Nations.
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By Allison Dunne
February 6, 2018

New York state Department of Environmental Conservation and Health Department officials were in Newburgh Monday
night to provide an update on the city’s new carbon filtration system to filter PFOS contamination from the city’s drinking
water. Many residents voiced concern about switching to the state-funded system.

WAMC'’s Hudson Valley Bureau Chief Allison Dunne reports the date for testing the system has been pushed back.

Until the new system is placed online, Newburgh will continue to draw water from the Catskill Aqueduct, which it has
been doing since 2016, soon after the city’s main drinking water source — Washington Lake — was found to be
contaminated with PFOS. Newburgh resident Terrie Goldstein addressed state officials.

“This is not a sales pitch. This says to us, here’s what we’re going to do, | hope you like it but, if you don’t, we're going to
do it anyway,” Goldstein said. “I’'m not comfortable with that.”

And here’s why.

“Once they open up, | think it’s called, Silver Stream that that contaminated water is going to start going into Washington
Lake again,” Goldstein says. “And so, I've got to believe over a period of time the contaminants are going to rise. So
there’ll be a time at which this carbon filter system will just not work for us. So they’ll add something else? I’'m not quite
sure. But once you have a lake that is contaminated and it continues to be contaminated, that's not an answer for a city
of 25,000 people.”

New York state Department of Environmental Conservation Deputy Commissioner of Remediation and Materials
Management Martin Brand...

“I'm fully confident that the system that we’ve designed is robust enough and redundant enough that it will handle the
concentrations that we found previously in Silver Stream.”

In August 2016, the state designated Stewart Air National Guard base a Superfund site, after finding the source of PFOS
contamination in Washington Lake was the historic use of firefighting foam at the base. DEC and federal lawmakers
continue to press the Department of Defense to take responsibility and pay for PFOS cleanup at the base. The state has
found some of the highest concentrations of PFOS in outfalls from the base, at Recreation Pond. Ophra Wolf is a city
resident and member of the Newburgh Clean Water Project. She is also concerned about remediating the PFOS
poliution at its source.

“And we don’t know what’s going on, and we don’t know who we can count on and when we can count on the pollution at
the air base actually being taken care of,” Wolf says. “That’s a big concern.”

Again, the DEC’s Brand.

“And we’ve even done additional investigations in Rec Pond to develop some of the engineering parameters that were
necessary maybe to come up with an interim solution there,” Brand says. “So we continue to move forward.”

Water quality program director for Riverkeeper Dan Shapley says there are a few important aspects to watch, including
testing of the new system. Plus:

“One other important thing that we’d like to see is a real analysis to see if this polluted Silver Stream that connects the
Air National Guard base to the drinking water supply, how far can we go without using it,” Shapley says. “We know the
city saved 50 percent of its water through leak detection so, given that, how many months can we go without using Silver
Stream at all. And, if we can avoid using it completely, that should be what we should aim for.”

Brand says once the filtration plant is put online, it will start without filtering water from Silver Stream. Newburgh City
Manager Michael Ciaravino says relying solely on Washington Lake for drinking water will be insufficient.

“We have a quantity of water that comes from Silver Stream that’s roughly two-thirds of our surface water that feeds

Washington Lake. The other one-third, it comes from Patton Brook,” Ciaravino says. “If we keep the diversion gate
closed, assuming we would use Washington Lake water, we would simply run out of water.”
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Asked about how long it would take to deplete Washington Lake, he says:

“I don’t have the calculations for you, but the DEC knows as well as we do that, in order for Washington Lake to be a
sustainable source of water for a filtration plant, that diversion gate would need to be opened and allow in that PFOS,
that’s carrying 5,900 parts per trillion, PFOS into Washington Lake,” says Ciaravino.

“We don’t want to do that, our residents don’t want to do it, and many of us are convinced that we would never drink the
water if that gate were open. That water needs to be remediated at its source and it’s something we’ve been talking
about since the crisis happened.”

The DEC’s Brand says the testing was pushed back from mid-January to around March 5 to handie some operational
matters and, after hearing concerns from the community, allow more time for residents to understand how the testing
would unfold. He says the testing should take a few weeks.

“And then we’re going to get the results back as quickly as we can. We’re going to be very transparent in what we found.
We’'re going to give those results to the community. We’ll find a format and a place to put those results so everybody can
view them. We’'ll discuss that with the city,” says Brand. “We’ll make sure everyone fully understands the results before
we make any decision to start up the system.”

He says there is no set date for that. Some residents and council members said they are concerned Newburgh
taxpayers will end up paying the cost of maintaining and operating the new filtration system. Brand responded.

“Obviously, we’re going to try and get the DoD to start paying for it at some point but, until that happens, New York
state’s not going away,” says Brand. “We’'ve been paying all along, we’ve been reimbursing the city for its costs and we’ll
continue to do that.”

In fact, he says the state is working on a written agreement with the city saying that New York will continue to pick up the
cost and aid in the operation of the filtration system. Brand estimates the annual operational cost of the system will be
between $700,000 and $800,000.

AP
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Roundup

GOP lawmakers take aim at cancer research group over Roundup
By Michael Biesecker, 2/6/18

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republican lawmakers are threatening to cut off U.S. funding for the World Health Organization’s
cancer research program over its finding that the herbicide Roundup is probably carcinogenic to humans.

House Science Committee Chairman Lamar Smith said Tuesday that the 2015 conclusion by the international Agency for
Research on Cancer was fundamentally flawed and relied on cherry-picked science. The Texas lawmaker said he has
serious concerns about anti-industry bias and a lack of transparency within the program, which is based in Lyon, France.

A separate review by the Environmental Protection Agency concluded in December that Roundup is not likely to cause
cancer at typical levels of exposure.

Roundup, made by the agribusiness giant Monsanto, is the world’s most widely used weed killer and has been sprayed on
fruits and vegetables since the 1970s. It is also widely used on lawns and golf courses.

Monsanto also sells seeds genetically modified to produce crops that can tolerate being sprayed with glyphosate — the
basis of Roundup — as the surrounding weeds die.

“There are real repercussions to [ARC’s unsubstantiated claims, which are not backed by reliable data,” Smith said at a
hearing. “Labeling requirements will drive costs up for farmers and consumers and create unjustified public fear.”

To bolster his criticism, Smith’s committee took testimony from U.S. government experts and a former pesticide industry
scientist who said IARC relied on outdated methods and misinterpreted data.
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IARC’s program assesses the hazard of whether chemicals can cause cancer in humans, often relying on studies where
high doses were fed or injected into rats and mice to see whether they would develop tumors. The EPA’s risk
assessments, which sometimes rely on industry-funded studies, look at the long-term threat pesticides and herbicides
pose based on the anticipated uses and the relatively low levels of exposure expected for humans and animals.

IARC’s finding that glyphosate is likely carcinogenic triggered a wave of lawsuits over its continued use. Monsanto filed
suit after California regulators sought to require a warning of the potential cancer threat on the packaging label for
Roundup, a move the company said would needlessly scare away customers. Numerous agribusiness groups have also
sued to try to block California’s move.

Monsanto, based in St. Louis, Missouri, said Tuesday that IARC’s findings are an outlier when compared to what scores
of other studies and regulators around the world have found.

“We’re pleased that serious questions are being asked about the discredited IARC opinion and the real harm it is causing
to American farmers,” said Scott Partridge, Monsanto’s vice president of global strategy.

Records compiled by the watchdog group Center for Responsive Politics show Monsanto has spent heavily on federal
lobbying in recent years, with more than $4.3 million in spending during 2017. The company’s executives and political
action committee made about $600,000 in federal political donations during the 2016 election cycle, with the bulk of the
cash going to farm-state Republicans.

Jennifer Sass, a scientist with the advocacy group Natural Resources Defense Council, defended the IARC’s results at
the congressional hearing, saying the well-respected international group was the target of a well-financed campaign by
the pesticide industry seeking to discredit its findings.

“This hearing is about the ability of a public health agency to call a carcinogen a carcinogen, even if it makes a huge
amount of money for a powerful corporation,” Sass said Tuesday. “Are we willing to sell out the public’s right to know
about harmful chemicals in the places we work live, and play, just so that Monsanto Co. can sell more glyphosate?”

Politico

hiios v poliicopro.com/aanculiure/anicle/2018/0 ¢/ awmakers-criticize-cancer-research-aroug-over-study-on-
glyohosale~-327021

Lawmakers criticize cancer research group over study on glyphosate

By Christine Haughney, 2/6/18, 5:32 PM

House lawmakers used a hearing on Tuesday to continue to press questions over a study conducted by a body of the
World Health Organization that classified glyphosate, a widely used herbicide, as a probable carcinogen.

The House Science, Space and Technology Committee hearing was called after its chairman, Rep. Lamar Smith, sent a
three-page letter in early November to International Agency for Research on Cancer, the WHO body, raising concerns
about a March 2015 report on glyphosate. The report classified glyphosate as a Group 2A carcinogen, meaning it
"probably" causes cancer. The IARC study has attracted extensive debate because glyphosate is so widely used by
farmers in the U.S. and Europe.

At Tuesday's hearing, three out of four witnesses who testified were critical of the IARC study. Anna Lowit, senior science
adviser in the Office of Pesticide Programs at the EPA, argued that "glyphosate is considered to have little to no hazard.”

Pastoor Science Communications CEO Timothy Pastoor — who spoke on behalf of his work and nine other co-authors —
called IARC’s scientific process “badly outmoded” and noted that “it provides no context about when how why it causes
that effect.” He added that under IARC’s standards, cancer-causing products also include “grapes, apples, blueberries.”

The WHO body, he added, "appears to think they are accountable to no one."

The committee sent two letters to IARC inviting them to send a speaker to their hearing, but both times, the organization
declined.

Lawmakers also raised the issue of how much money the federal government has given to IARC over the years — citing

numbers like the more than $48 million the U.S. has given since 1985. Rep. Roger Marshall (R-Kansas) noted that his
district had plenty of other demands to fulfill rather than giving this money to IARC.
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Smith also commented on how commonly the herbicide was used by farmers. "The American people deserve to know the
truth about which substances are safe and which ones pose a risk," Smith said during the hearing. "Glyphosate is the
most widely used herbicide in the world. Americans and people across the globe rely on these crops for high quality,
affordable food.”

The lone witness who supported IARC was Jennifer Sass, a senior scientist at the nonprofit Natural Resources Defense
Council. She strongly defended the body’s work and argued that it was more transparent than opponents contend. By
speaking out the body received “unprecedented” pressure from pesticide industry, Sass added.

Agribusiness giant Monsanto, which uses glyphosate in its popular Roundup weedkiller, and several agricultural groups
have contended that IARC's research was specious. In documents released as part of an ongoing lawsuit in California,
Monsanto claimed that members of the IARC committee ignored a study of pesticide applicators by the National Cancer
Institute, which found no link between exposure to glyphosate and cancer. But particularly in Europe, Monsanto was
accused last year by activists and lawmakers of exerting undue influence over the scientific literature that went into
proving the safety of glyphosate.

Separately Tuesday, the European Parliament agreed to create a special committee to investigate potential failings in the
EU's system for renewing pesticides such as glyphosate. That committee will present recommendations to the European
Commission on how to change EU law to ensure that the science used to prove a substance’s safety is not aligned too
closely with industry.

E&E Daily
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WHO rebuts GOP, media on glyphosate cancer warning
By Corbin Hiar, 2/7/18

The World Health Organization's cancer agency is firmly defending its finding that a widely used herbicide is "probably
carcinogenic" despite reports cited by key House lawmakers.

The International Agency for Research on Cancer's unwavering stance was publicly revealed yesterday by Oregon Rep.
Suzanne Bonamici, the top Democrat on the House Science, Space and Technology Committee's Environment
Subcommittee at a full committee hearing on the controversial 2015 glyphosate evaluation.

Bonamici entered into the hearing record a series of responses IARC Director Christopher Wild has sent to the panel in
recent months.

Wild specifically criticized two stories from Reuters reporter Kate Kelland that suggested the evaluation, known as a
monograph, excluded key information. Both stories were cited in letters to IARC by Republican Reps. Lamar Smith of
Texas and Andy Biggs of Arizona, the respective chairmen of the full committee and Environment Subcommittee.

One claimed that Aaron Blair, a U.S. National Cancer Institute epidemiologist who led the glyphosate review, excluded
from the assessment forthcoming research that he knew would find no link between the herbicide and cancer (Greenwire,
June 15, 2017).

That was because "IARC Monographs are based on independent scientific review of published and not on the basis of
unpublished or 'secret data' unavailable publicly," Wild explained in a Nov. 20, 2017, letter.

Notably, under Chairman Smith, the Science Committee has railed against U.S. EPA regulations that are based on what
he often refers to as "secret science.”

"Therefore," Wild wrote, "it is false to assert that Dr. Blair was in a position to withhold critical information from |ARC."

The other story from last year flagged by Science Committee leaders claimed that IARC omitted evidence that went
against its conclusion that glyphosate likely causes cancer in humans and edited a draft review significantly before it was
released to the public (Greenwire, Oct. 20, 2017).

But most of the differences between that draft and the final monograph "specifically relate to a review article" that litigation

against Monsanto Co., which uses glyphosate in its popular Roundup herbicides, revealed was ghostwritten by the
company, Wild said (E&E News PM, Oct. 12, 2017).
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"The Working Group considered that information in the review article and its supplement was insufficient for independent
evaluation of the individual studies and the conclusions reached by the Monsanto scientist and other author," he added.
"As aresult, the draft was revised."”

Abbe Serphos, the global head of communications for Reuters, offered a one-line response to the errors IARC alleged:
"We stand by our reporting.”

Smith and Biggs had also asked Wild to provide a witness for the hearing. When they didn't immediately receive one, the
lawmakers threatened to pull federal support for the agency, which has received more than $48 million from the U.S.
since 1985 Greenwire, Dec. 8, 2017).

Wild politely declined their demand and instead invited them to visit him in Lyon, France, where the WHO's cancer agency
is based. Then in a Jan. 11 letter, he acknowledged "the valuable support of the US National Institutes of Health" and
noted that the agency is one of the most highly cited medical research organizations in the world.

it is unclear if Smith and Biggs visited IARC. The committee didn't respond to a request for comment on Wild's offer.

'‘Shoddy' scientific methods?

In a 10-page January response that summarized and expounded on the points he made in his letters to lawmakers, Wild
also preemptively rebutted many of the criticisms that Republican committee members and the witnesses they invited
made of IARC yesterday.

For instance, Rep. Frank Lucas (R-Okla.), the vice chairman of the full committee, slammed IARC for evaluating the
carcinogenic potential of chemicals but not determining the dose at which they could cause cancer.

IARC's focus on conducting hazard rather than risk assessments is because the agency refuses to "bring their scientific
methods into the modern age," Lucas said. "This kind of shoddy work is unacceptable from any scientific body, let alone
one funded by the American taxpayer."

Wild, however, said last month in his response that "identifying carcinogenic hazards is a crucially important and
necessary first step in risk assessment and management; it should be a 'red flag' to those charged with protecting public
health." Regulators can then take immediate action to ban or label carcinogenic substances, or use the observed data to
determine how much risk the substances pose.

"IARC defers risk assessment and risk management to national and international bodies, restricting itself to provision of
hazard identification as a scientific foundation to those subsequent steps," Wild added.

Anna Lowit, a senior science adviser in EPA's Office of Pesticide Programs who testified yesterday, also defended her
agency's draft risk assessment on glyphosate, which found that the common weedkiller doesn't cause cancer (Greenwire,
Dec. 19, 2017).

The draft assessment was released as part of a registration review for Roundup that began in 2009. Lowit said EPA plans
to begin accepting comments on it scon.

Roundup has been on the market since 1974. Approximately 270 million pounds are applied annually, mainly to corn and
soybeans that have been genetically modified to tolerate the herbicide.

EPA's internal watchdog is currently investigating allegations that former agency official Jess Rowland colluded with
Monsanto during the review process to counter suggestions it endangers human health (E&E News PM, June 7, 2017).

AgriPulse
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IARC criticized, defended at House Science hearing on glyphosate

By Steve Davies, 2/7/18, 6:35 AM

The International Agency for Research on Cancer received a fresh round of criticism Tuesday on Capitol Hill for its review
of glyphosate - the world's most widely used herbicide - which IARC found to be a probable human carcinogen three
years ago.

Republican lawmakers on the House Science, Space and Technology Committee claimed that IARC, part of the World
Health Organization, manipulated or did not consider relevant data.
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“There are real repercussions to [ARC’s unsubstantiated claims, which are not backed by reliable data,” Science
Committee Chairman Lamar Smith, R-Texas, said. “Labeling requirements will drive costs up for farmers and consumers
and create unjustified public fear. IARC’s irresponsible handling of data does real harm to job creators and the public’s
view of the scientific process.”

But ranking member Eddie Bernice Johnson, D-Texas, pushed back. While acknowledging that Roundup, whose active
ingredient is glyphosate, “has helped farmers get greater yields of corn and other agricultural products,” she also said that
“the widespread prevalence of glyphosate has raised serious concerns about its toxicity and potential cancer-causing
properties.”

Johnson also released a minority staff report detailing industry efforts to undercut IARC’s report, “Spinning Science &
Silencing Scientists: A Case Study in How the Chemical Industry Attempts to Influence Science.”

it’s not clear what will come of the hearing. Committee spokesman Brandon VerVelde said, “On next steps, I'd echo
Chairman Smith's and other members' sentiments from the hearing: The members must now consider whether the
American taxpayers should continue to fund the IARC Monograph Program in its current form.”

The National institutes of Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention provide about $6 million of IARC’s
approximately $54 million annual budget, according to figures from the agency.

The IARC conclusion is being used as the basis for California’s plans to label glyphosate-containing products. That state’s
Proposition 65 requires warning labels when products contain chemicals “known to the state to cause cancer,” according
to California’s Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment.

Wheat growers, Roundup-maker Monsanto, and other commodity and farm groups are suing California in federal court
over the Prop 65 decision, which has yet to result in actual labeling of any products, though that could come this summer.

At the hearing, two witnesses said IARC’s process is outdated and needs an overhaul, one defended its process, and
one, EPA senior scientist Anna Lowil, discussed EPA’s conclusion in a recent report that glyphosate is not likely to be a
human carcinogen. She did not offer any comments on IARC or its process except to say that IARC conducts hazard
assessments, not risk assessments.

Timothy Pastoor, CEC of Pastoor Science Communications, said that IARC relies on an “antiquated and irrelevant hazard
classification scheme” that fails to provide the proper context for its findings.

“The program must shift from a ‘hazard-only’ scheme to a process that incorporates potency and exposure, and
expresses its conclusions in risk assessment terms,” Pastoor said.

Robert Tarone, who worked as mathematical statistician at the National Cancer Institute and is now biostatistics director
at the International Epidemiology Institute, said IARC had used data that supported its conclusion while ignoring other
data, even when it was included in the same study.

Smith criticized the glyphosate monograph panel’s failure to consider unpublished data from the federal government’s
Agricultural Health Study that may have changed the conclusion of the glyphosate monograph.

But Jennifer Sass, a senior scientist at the Natural Resources Defense Council, defended |ARC’s consideration of data for
the monograph, noting that the agency will not consider unpublished data. She also referred to a letter from |IARC Director
Christopher Wild to the House Science Committee last month, in which Wild said IARC did consider AHS data that had
been published.

She also said that contrary to claims that IARC has classified virtually all substances it has reviewed as carcinogenic,
IARC has in fact classified about 200 as known or probable human carcinogens. About 300 are classified as possible
human carcinogens, with the balance (about 500 chemicals) not classifiable.

IARC itself responded to criticism of the glyphosate monograph, saying that "since the evaluation of glyphosate by the
IARC Monographs Program in March 2015, the Agency has been subject to unprecedented, coordinated efforts to

undermine the evaluation, the program and the organization. These efforts have deliberately and repeatedly
misrepresented the Agency’s work."

InsideEPA
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EPA poised to seek input on glyphosate reviews
2/7/18

EPA is poised to seek public comment on its recently-issued draft human health and ecological risk assessments of
glyphosate, documents that show that the world's most commonly-used herbicide poses risks to birds, mammals and
plants, but is unlikely to cause human cancers.

Anna Lowit, senior science advisor for EPA’s pesticides office, told a Feb. 6 hearing of the House Science, Space and
Technology Committee that the agency will soon publish in the Federal Register and seek public comment on the draft
reviews.

“While the draft human health and ecological risk assessments are already available on the EPA website, the official
public comment period for the registration review of the draft glyphosate risk assessments and supporting science
evaluations will soon be announced in the Federal Register,” Lowit said in written testimony.

On Dec. 18, EPA posted on its website, its draft human health assessment reiterating the agency's conclusion that
glyphosate is not likely to cause human cancers. The draft reviews strike a blow to California's recent listing of glyphosate
as a carcinogen under its Proposition 65 warning-label law and potentially aid a pesticide industry lawsuit challenging the
state's listing.

EPA's cancer finding is also contrary to the World Health Organization’s International Agency for Research on Cancer
(IARC) 2015 monograph that concluded glyphosate probably causes cancer. The House Science Committee hearing built
on Republican lawmakers and pesticide industry opposition to IARC’s glyphosate finding.

Lowit told the hearing that seeking public input on the two draft reviews is one of numerous remaining steps in EPA's
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIERA) reregistration of glyphosate.

EPA also must consuit with federal wildlife officials on risks to species, using a new inter-agency process that faces
significant uncertainty in the Trump administration following industry claims that the process leads to overly conservative
and unrealistic results.

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt Jan. 31 signed a memorandum of agreement (MOA ) forming a federal inter-agency
working group to review and fix what he has called a “broken” Obama-era inter-agency process for assessing pesticides'
risks under the ESA.

The MOA fauits the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) as failing to foresee the challenges of implementing its
recommendations for improving the inter-agency process, which EPA and wildlife officials spent several years
implementing during the end of the Obama administration.

In addition to consulting with wildlife officials on species risks, Lowit told the commitiee that EPA will propose and seek
public input on a proposed interim registration decision, including label changes and mitigation measures if necessary.
EPA will also assess the substances' potential risks to pollinators.

EPA is required to complete registration review of glyphosate and 700 other pesticides by Oct. 1, 2022,

News 3 Las Vegas
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EXCLUSIVE: EPA Chief Scott Pruitt goes one-on-one with News 3

By Gerard Ramahlo, 2/6/18

LAS VEGAS (KSNV) — Chief Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency Scott Pruitt sat down with News 3's
Gerard Ramalho Tuesday morning to discuss a variety of issues, including mining regulation, climate change, the Paris
Climate Accord and President Trump’s desires to roll back coal regulation.

Pruitt arrived in Nevada Monday and spent time with Governor Brian Sandoval touring the Anaconda Mine in Lyon
County. He also visited with miners at the Coeur Rochester Mine in Lovelock to discuss regulatory reforms to preserve
jobs in the mining industry.

WATCH Gerard’s entire interview in the player above to learn more.
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*Embedded video interview.

E&E Climatewire

hipsAwww genews nelclimatewire/stones A 080073118/ searchPkevword=ERA
Pruitt suggests warming can help humans

By Scott Waldman and Niina Heikkinen, 2/7/18

U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt questioned yesterday if rising global temperatures are harmful to humans, a claim that
adds new insight to his alternative views on climate change.

In an interview with KSNV television in Nevada, Pruitt suggested that global warming could be seen as a good thing for
people. He said civilizations tend to flourish when it's warm.

"l think there's assumptions made that because the climate is warming, that that necessarily is a bad thing,” Pruitt said.

Recently, Pruitt has questioned whether scientists know what the ideal surface temperature should be in the year 2100, or
even in 2018. Scientists have disputed that premise, saying that any swift change to global temperatures can have
disruptive impacts on plants, animals and humans.

Pruitt's claims yesterday adds new texture to what's known publicly about his skepticism about mainstream climate
science. In the past, Pruitt steered away from commenting on what a warming world could mean for humankind. Instead,
he often questioned whether humans are having a substantial impact on the climate, while acknowledging that
temperatures are climbing. He has also described the science as being politicized and touted the fossii fuel industry's
progress in limiting carbon emissions through innovation.

Pruitt's comments yesterday moved beyond those views.

“Is it an existential threat, is it something that is unsustainable, or what kind of effect or harm is this going to have?" he
said. "We know that humans have most flourished during times of, what, warming trends?"

A growing body of research has found that humans are warming the Earth at an unprecedented pace, chiefly through the
burning of fossil fuels. Possible impacts include a few feet of sea-level rise and an increase in deadly heat waves,
potentially making some areas of the planet uninhabitable. The National Climate Assessment released by the Trump
administration last year found that it's "extremely likely" that humans are the primary drivers of climate change.

Pruitt is right that temperatures have varied throughout geologic history. But scientists say the speed of change sets the
modern age apart. it's happening over a period of decades, not millenia. That makes comparisons to the past inaccurate,
they say.

At the beginning of his tenure, Pruitt was criticized for saying humans are not the primary cause of climate change. Since
then, he has promoted the idea of a red-team, blue-team climate debate that would highlight areas of uncertainty in the
field.

Pruitt's shift in rhetoric has been noticed by even his supporters.

Myron Ebell, who headed Trump's EPA transition team and is director of the Center for Energy and Environment at the
Competitive Enterprise Institute, said he noticed that Pruitt was parroting arguments long made by skeptics. One of them
is the claim about there being no ideal temperature. Ebell said that's an "aesthetic” preference that depends on whether or
not someone prefers cold weather.

"When you're learning about a subject, you pick up pieces, and you don't pick up other pieces right away," Ebell said. "His
rhetoric has shifted, and | expect that that is because he has been briefed by someone."

EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox declined to comment about Pruitt's briefings or if he's been talking with someone about
climate science. He pointed to Pruitt's public schedule, which shows recent meetings with a number of conservative think
tanks and politicians who question mainstream climate science. That includes Rep. Lamar Smith (R-Texas), chairman of
the House Science, Space and Technology Committee, as well as representatives from the Heritage Foundation, Cato
Institute and Manhattan Institute.
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Some of Pruitt's boosters publicly worried that his new talking points suggest a softening of his climate beliefs. Jay Lehr,
the science director at the Heartland Institute, noted in an email that Pruitt's statements send unclear signals about his
position.

"Pruitt is certainly confusing us on this issue,” said Lehr. "He could be preparing to push the red team-blue team
approach, or he could be trying to soften opposition by not being in any way strident in his opposition to climate alarmism.”

Lehr described Pruitt as having a tough job and said Heartland is satisfied, "by and large," by the work Pruitt has been
doing, "but we are always on edge about any reversal of position."

Pruitt's comments inch closer to those of controversial figures like the former nominee to lead the White House Council on
Environmental Quality, Kathleen Hartnett White, who has pointed to carbon dioxide as the "gas that makes life possible on
Earth."

She had said that while human activity likely has some influence on climate, CO2 does not have the characteristics of an
air pollutant that "contaminates and fouls and has a direct impact on human health." Harnett White hit opposition in the
Senate, and her name was withdrawn from consideration for the position over the weekend.

Others who are skeptical of climate science, such as Will Happer, who is rumored to be a contender for science adviser to
the president, have pointed to the potential benefits of climate change for crops.

Smith, the science committee chairman, wrote an opinion piece for the Heritage Foundation in which he claimed that
rising atmospheric carbon dioxide would benefit plant life.

Previously, Pruitt highlighted the uncertainty inherent in climate change. During his confirmation hearing last year, Pruitt
told senators on the Environment and Public Works Commitiee that humans affect the climate in "some manner”
(Climatewire, Jan. 19, 2017).

"The ability to measure with precision the degree and extent of that impact and what to do about it are subject to
continuing debate and dialogue, and well it should be " he said.

Later in his tenure, as the Trump administration committed to withdrawing from the Paris Agreement, Pruitt began to note
U.S. accomplishments in limiting carbon emissions, even while continuing to raise doubts about the environmental impact
of doing so.

Following the release of the draft national climate assessment last August, Pruitt criticized the Obama administration for
politicizing carbon emissions (Greenwire, Aug. 11, 2017).

"The past administration used the CO2 issue as a wedge issue,” he said. "And that's why we talk about it so much. Why
aren't we celebrating what we've achieved with respect to CO2?"

Tampa Bay Times
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EPA administrator Scott Pruitt visits Florida, avoids biggest environmental issues in state

By Craig Pittman, 2/6/18

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency administrator Scott Pruitt paid a quiet visit to Florida last week, but avoided the
biggest environmental issues in the state.

Instead of visiting the Everglades or Lake Okeechobee, both the topics of hot political debate right now, Pruitt went to the
North Florida hamlet of Havana, 14 miles north of Tallahassee, on Feb. 2.

He had nothing to say about the hot topics of offshore drilling, or toxic algae blooms. Instead, Pruitt wanted to talk about
his effort to get rid of regulations on pollution and how that helps the economy.

“The Sunshine State is a vital provider of American agriculture, energy and manufacturing, and it's essential we hear
directly from rural Floridians,” Pruitt said in a news release that his agency posted after the appearance.
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Pruitt heard from more than just farmers. In a roundtable discussion at the May Nursery, Pruitt met with representatives of
the Florida Chamber of Commerce, Florida Electric Cooperatives Association, and the Manufacturers Association of
Florida, in addition to the Florida Farm Bureau. After the roundtable he spoke to 150 people at the nursery’s loading dock.

No one from any of Florida’s environmental groups was in attendance.

According to the EPA news release, Pruitt talked about how he was delaying enforcement of an Obama-era rule on
protecting wetlands from being destroyed, as well as the Trump administration’s rollback of the Obama-era Clean Power
Plan, which was the EPA’s biggest tool in fighting climate change.

Pruitt’s official calendar gave no advance notice of the trip to Florida, and his staff did not bother to alert reporters about
the visit. Some of Pruitt’s other trips as EPA administrator have him under investigation by his own agency.

E&E Greenwire
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Pruitt wants to ‘eradicate lead.’ Is that possible?

By Ariel Wittenberg, 2/7/18

U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt told lawmakers last week that he wants their help with what he's calling his agency's
"war on lead.”

Testifving before the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, he said that "investing in infrastructure
challenges to eradicate lead in our drinking water within a decade should be a goal of this body and, | think, the goal of
this administration.”

His bold statement drew support from Democratic Sens. Tammy Duckworth of lllinois and Ben Cardin of Maryland, but it
flummoxed water experts.

"Anybody who is interested in not drinking lead with their water is going to need to use filters or bottled water," said Yanna
Lambrinidou, founder of Parents for Nontoxic Alternatives.

Lead contaminates drinking water primarily by leaching from pipes that carry water from treatment plants to homes. The
potent neurotoxin — particularly harmful to children — can flake from pipes deemed "lead-free."

"It's not just the lead service lines on public property, it's not just the lead service lines on private property, it's lead in
fixtures in homes, its lead solder, t00," G. Tracy Mehan lil, executive director of government affairs for the American
Water Works Association.

EPA is working to revamp drinking water standards for lead. While changes to monitoring and requiring some amount of
lead pipe replacement are all options the administration is considering, no one has discussed removing other kinds of
pipes that can contribute to lead contamination.

Said an EPA employee who asked to remain anonymous: "There are steps you can take to make progress that are being
considered, but getting lead to zero is probably impossible,

"Unless you are going to physically replace every plumbing device in the country,” the staffer added, "you're not going to
get there."

Pruitt's comments in the Senate last week upped the ante on previous statements he made to a House committee in
December, promising to "eradicate ... concerns" about lead poisoning.

EPA failed to respond to requests for clanfication on Pruitt's statements, nor did the agency answer questions about what
strategies EPA is considering for reducing or eliminating lead in drinking water as it works on revised standards.

Public health experts have long argued the best way to reduce exposure to lead in drinking water is to replace 7 million to
11 million lead water lines — a job that water utilities estimate would cost $30 billion.

Cities' efforts to replace lead pipes are often stymied by a number of factors.

For one, some utilities don't even know how many lead pipes are in their service area. And even if they do know, they are
legally responsible for removing lead pipes that run from main supply lines to the curb, where individual property owners
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must take responsibility. Municipalities that have tried to help residents pay for the private-side of lead pipe removals have
also been ensnared by state utility laws (Greenwire, March 23).

Even if those complications could be overcome and all pure-lead pipes were removed nationwide, lead would still leach
into drinking water.

While most properties with pure lead pipes were installed prior to the 1960s, lead solder was still used on non-lead
plumbing until 1986. And pipes that were legally considered "lead-free" were actually allowed to have up to 8 percent lead
until 2014.

Those pipes, as well as more modern "lead-free" pipes that can legally contain up to 0.25 percent lead, can still
contaminate drinking water as they age or if they are exposed to heat.

While treating drinking water with anti-corrosion chemicals can prevent some of that leaching, chemical treatments are
generally ineffective at preventing large particles of lead from being knocked-out of non-lead pipes when construction
occurs nearby.

According to one Virginia Tech report, there are 81 million homes without pure-lead pipes that still leach lead into drinking
water.

"Generally, the non-lead pipes leach less lead than lead pipes, but there is still a significant health risk for folks living in
homes built before 1986 and a risk for those homes built before 2014, even if they do not have lead pipes," said Marc
Edwards, a Virginia Tech scientist credited with discovering the Flint, Mich., water crisis. "There are 10 to 20 times more
homes without lead pipes than with lead pipes that would still leach lead.”

Edwards said he would not be worried about health risks from lead in water if he lived "in a modern, post-2014 home," but
noted that the lead would not necessarily be "eliminated" from such homes.

it's "very rare," Edwards said, to see lead levels above 5 parts per billion coming out of the tap in modern homes, but
"very common" in homes built before 1986.

He added, "That doesn't mean you're not at risk."

'Political stunt'?
Risks are widespread because scientists’' understanding of a "safe" lead level has evolved through the years.

When EPA wrote its drinking water regulations in 1991, it required utilities to take action if lead concentrations in tap water
exceeded 15 ppb at more than 10 percent of testing sites.

While most water contaminant standards are based on health risks, the 15 ppb standard was adopted based on the ability
of corrosion control treatments to reduce lead levels at the tap.

At the time, EPA calculated that under its standard, less than 5 percent of children younger than 7 years old would have
blood lead levels exceeding 10 micrograms per deciliter, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's threshold for
blood lead levels.

The CDC lowered its blood lead threshold to 5 micrograms per deciliter in 2012, but EPA's lead water standards have
remained the same.

"Historically, the lead levels we consider low have become levels of concern 10 to 20 years later," Edwards said.
Pruitt appeared aware of that dichotomy during the Senate hearing last week.

Responding to a question from Duckworth about safe blood lead levels, Pruitt acknowledged EPA's 15 ppb standard and
that some states like Michigan are considering stricter regulations.

"But, from my perspective, as | indicated, | don't think there is a safe level, and | think we need to eliminate it from our
drinking water," he said.

Pruitt's critics say he's not ignorant of the issues but rather playing politics. EPA's current efforts to rewrite lead in drinking
water standards began under the Obama administration.
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Then, officials were careful not to promise eliminating the toxin from drinking water, talking instead about reducing lead
levels or lead risk.

"The Obama people never would have made such an extreme statement because they knew that they would have to
follow up on it, and that's not possible," said Betsy Southerland, a former EPA Office of Water employee.

She believes Pruitt's comments are a "political stunt.”

The Trump administration has delayed the timing of new lead regulations twice, with a final regulation now expected in
February 2020. By then, a new administration or EPA administrator could be in office.

"Nobody who understood the billions of dollars it would cost to replace lead pipes in this country would make a statement
like that if they thought they would have to fulfil that promise,” Southerland said. "And who knows if he is going to be here
in 20207 He knows it sounds good, so he's saying it, but he doesn't mean it."

Southeriand also notes that, under Trump administration regulatory reform requirements, EPA would not only have to
justify the costs of potentially requiring replacement of lead pipes but also find two other regulations to repeal in order to
balance out that cost.

"Where is he going to get the repeals that would be equal to that $30 billion cost?" she asked.

'More than waving a magic wand'

Said Ronnie Levin, a former EPA staffer who now manages the water and health program at Harvard University's T.H.
Chan School of Public Health, "Even if they decided they wanted to do it, they couldn't do it in 10 years because it costs a
boatload of money, and they know that.”

Levin noted that Lee Forsgren, deputy assistant administrator in the Office of Water, has cited the cost of lead service line
replacement as a reason EPA is no longer considering requiring such work.

Last November, Forsgren told Bloomberg Environment that requiring lead pipe replacements would be "an unfunded
mandate that would be unprecedented the likes of which we have never seen.”

While calling Pruitt's eradication statement a "laudable goal.” public health advocate Lambrinidou said his comments "do
make me wonder if there is an understanding of the issue or just an interest in pleasing and deceiving.”

While eliminating lead from drinking water isn't practicable, there are meaningful steps EPA could take toward reducing
lead exposure. That includes better public education about the prevalence of lead in drinking water, as well as revamped
and enforced monitoring standards.

Levin notes that sampling methods used by utilities can be manipulated in ways that don't give an accurate picture of lead
contamination. In addition, it's often the same homes with a low risk of having lead that are tested multiple times, leaving
out possible contamination in the wider communities. Large utilities are also allowed to sample just once every three
years.

Levin and other public health experts have said they are skeptical that an industry-friendly EPA will actually crack down on
lead contamination, fearing that a new drinking water regulation from the Trump administration would follow utility
recommendations that could actually weaken monitoring (Greenwire, Dec. 11, 2017).

But Levin is hoping Pruitt will prove her wrong.

"You can absolutely reduce lead, even if you can't eliminate it," she said. "t just takes more than waving a magic wand or
saying the magic words — you need strong monitoring policies that you enforce."

The Hill
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Dem senators demand EPA chief recuse himself on clean power plan rulemaking

By Miranda Green, 2/7/18, 12:42 PM
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Four Democratic senators are calling on Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Scott Pruitt to recuse
himself from overseeing any rulemaking regarding the repeal of an Obama-era rule on carbon dioxide emissions, because
of his "closed mind."

In a formal comment submitted Wednesday to the docket for the repeal of the Clean Power Plan (CPP), Sens. Sheldon
Whitehouse (D-R.1.), Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.), Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii) and Ed Markey (D-Mass.) wrote that Pruitt was unfit
to oversee the repeal of CPP because of his history of lawsuits against the plan and the Obama administration when
Pruitt was attorney general of Oklahoma.

“The evidence for Pruitt’s inalterably closed mind on CPP rulemaking is overwhelming,” the senators wrote. “It falls into
three categories: (1) his deep and wide financial ties to the fossil fuel industry which is ferociously opposed to the CPP; (2)
his status as a previous petitioner suing the EPA to block the CPP; and (3) his numerous statements denouncing the
CPP, questioning the ability to regulate carbon emissions under the [Clean Air Act] as the CPP proposes to do, and
casting doubt on climate science.”

"When clear and convincing evidence exists that a regulator possesses an inalterably closed mind about a subject
covered by a rulemaking, s/he is not permitted to participate in the rulemaking," they wrote. "Pruitt's extensive involvement
in CPP litigation means that he cannot be impartial in CPP rulemaking and therefore must recuse himself."

The senators also mentioned Pruitt's history of receiving donations from some of the very groups the CPP could directly
affect, noting that in his four campaigns for elected office between 2002 and 2014, Pruitt collected more than $350,000
from businesses and individuals in the energy and natural resources sector.

Since coming to the EPA, Pruilt has taken swift actions to roll back or do away with a number of Obama-era regulations
he's deemed over-reaching.

CPP was a ruling, in particular, Pruitt has said does not carry the weight of law as afforded to EPA by Congress.
In October Pruitt sent an official notice of proposed rulemaking to repeal CPP.

“The Obama administration pushed the bounds of their authority so far with the CPP that the Supreme Court issued a
historic stay of the rule, preventing its devastating effects to be imposed on the American people while the rule is being
challenged in court,” Pruitt said in a statement at the time. "We are committed to righting the wrongs of the Obama
administration by cleaning the regulatory slate. Any replacement rule will be done carefully, properly, and with humility, by
listening to all those affected by the rule.!

Pruitt has pointed to a 2016 Supreme Court stay of the rule following the hefty legal battles it faced as proof that CPP is
illegal. The rule was never implemented under Obama.

In an interview released last week with the New York Time's podcast, "The Daily," Pruitt argued that the EPA is not
expressly responsible for regulating the effects of climate change — something the Obama administration had in mind
when establishing CPP.

Washington Post
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The Energy 202: Democratic senators demand Pruitt recuse himself from rewriting Clean Power Plan

By Dino Grandoni, 2/7/18, 9:13 AM

A group of Democratic senators is demanding that Environmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt recuse himseilf
from repealing one of President Obama's signature environmental rules, which is intended to curb the release of
greenhouse gases from the nation’s power plants.

Late Tuesday, the four senators — Sheldon Whitehouse of Rhode Island, Edward J. Markey of Massachusetts, Jeff
Merkley of Oregon and Brian Schatz of Hawaii — submitted a comment to the EPA on repealing the Clean Power Plan,
arguing Pruitt “must recuse himself from overseeing any and all rulemaking with respect to the Clean Power Plan.”

Pruitt sued the EPA a total of 14 times as attorney general of Oklahoma. Four of those suits concerned the CPP.
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The senators argue Pruitt’s participation in the repeal process would violate federal regulations ‘governing impartiality in
performing official duties” since Pruitt is "inalterably’ narrow-minded with regard to the CPP in particular and climate
change in general. The language echoes that of similar requests for recusal submitted by four environmental
organizations as well as by a coalition of 19 |eft-leaning states and cities.

"A private citizen (or even a state attorney general) has the luxury of making up his mind and never changing course," the
states and cities wrote in a docket submission last month. "The decision maker in an administrative proceeding, however,
does not."

As recently as March, the senators note, Pruitt said carbon dioxide was not the “primary contributor to the global warming
that we see,” in contradiction to EPA scientists.

Three of the four Democrats serve on the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, which oversees the EPA.
The submission is the latest salvo from Democrats on the panel following a contentious meeting last week at which Pruitt
testified.

During the hearing, Whitehouse asked Pruitt if he remembered a 2016 radio interview in which he referred to then-
candidate Trump as "dangerous” and "a bully."

“I don’t, senator,” Pruitt replied. “And | don’t echo that today at all.” (*| bet not,” Whitehouse said in response.)

When reached for comment on the Democrats’ move, the EPA referred The Washington Post to a January 2017 letter
Kevin Minoli, principal deputy general counsel at the agency, sent to Sen Tom Carper of Delaware, the Environment
Commitiee’s top Democrat, spelling out the agreement Pruitt negotiated with the Office of Government Ethics. That
month, Democrats raised the issue of recusal at Pruitt's confirmation hearing.

Under that agreement, Pruitt recused himself from the CPP litigation in which he was involved. But the ethics agreement
does not bar him from setting policy going forward.

The Democratic demands are an amplification of the hard-edged rhetoric Democrats have deployed against Pruitt. But
Richard J. Pierce Jr., an administrative law professor at George Washington University, said the request “has no chance
at all” of success legally.

“Policy-based differences can never be the basis for recusal,” Pierce said. “Otherwise one administration can’t replace
another.”

Whitehouse's office pointed to entities beyond the OGE that could take up the question of Pruitt’s impartiality on CPP,
including the EPA's inspector general's office and the courts.

Daily Caller
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Trump Repealed One EPA Regulation And Brightened Ccal Country’s Future
By Michael Bastasch, 2/6/18, 2:05 PM

The Trump administration’s decision to rescind global warming regulations on power plants likely prevented more coal
plants and mines from shutting down, according to government data.

The U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) latest energy outlook projects coal-fired power capacity to continue to
decline through 2050, but fewer coal plants will retire than if the Clean Power Plan (CPP) had been left in place.

“Adoption of the Clean Power Plan or similar greenhouse gas emission restrictions by regional or state authorities results
in 15 GW [gigawatt] of additional coal power plant retirements by 2030 and 19 GW by 2050 in the Reference case,”
according to EIA.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Scott Pruitt announced last year he would repeal the CPP, which
was finalized by the Obama administration in 2015. The CPP required states to cut carbon dioxide emissions from
existing power plants.

A coalition of states, businesses and unions successfully got the U.S. Supreme Court 1o issue a stay against the CPP in

early 2016, meaning the rule never fully went into effect. The Obama EPA did, however, move forward with voluntary
aspects of the CPP.
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Environmentalists cheered the CPP, arguing it was necessary to fight global warming. But a major consequence of the
rule was it would likely accelerate the closure of coal-fired plants and mines.

ElA data suggests the Trump administration’s rescinding the CPP will mean fewer plants close and the U.S. has more
coal-fired power than it otherwise would have.

Without the CPP, “near-term coal power plant retirements and competition with natural gas-fired electricity generation
result in a slight decline in coal-fired generation through 2022 before stabilizing at about 1,200 billion kilowatthours
(BkWh) through 2050,” EIA reported.

With the CPP in place, “coal-fired electricity generation continues to decline through 2030 to about 1,000 BkWh, then
declines very gradually through 2050,” according to EIA.

For coal production it's a similar story. Without the CPP in place, “coal production rises slightly in the mid-2020s, rising to
750 MMst in 2030 before decreasing slightly as natural gas prices increase and as renewable capacity additions slow with
the expiration of the production tax credit for wind installations,” EIA projected.

The coal industry saw a slight uptick in 2017, largely due to rising international demand for U.S. coal for steel and power
generation. Analysts also said Trump administration deregulatory efforts “brightened” coal’s prospects.

Though, the industry still has a long climb. Some 60 gigawatts of coal-fired power has been shuttered in the past few
years, partly because of burdensome environmental regulations.

ElA data shows a near-record amount of coal-fired power capacity is slated for shutdown in 2018.

AP
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Senate committee advances coal lobbyist to serve at EPA

By Michael Biesecker, 2/7/18

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republican senators used their majority to advance President Donald Trump’s nomination of a
former coal-industry lobbyist to serve as the second-highest ranking official at the Environmental Protection Agency.

The Environment and Public Works Committee voted along party lines 11-10 on Wednesday to send the nomination of
Andrew Wheeler to the full Senate for a vote.

Before his nomination as EPA’s deputy administrator, Wheeler was a lobbyist whose clients included Murray Energy, one
of the nation’s largest coal mining companies.

Wheeler accompanied company CEO Bob Murray last year during meetings to lobby the Trump administration to roll back
environmental regulations affecting coal mines. Asked about the meetings during a November hearing before the Senate
committee, Wheeler said he couldn’t remember details. The administration later carried out some of the recommended
actions.

Bloomberg
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Before Senators Advanced Him for EPA Job, This Lobbyist Fundraised for Them

By Jennifer A. Dlouhy, 2/7/18, 11:34 AM

The coal lobbyist in line for the No. 2 job at the Environmental Protection Agency hosted fundraisers for top Republicans
on the committee that advanced his nomination Wednesday.

Andrew Wheeler, tapped to be the EPA’s deputy administrator, was narrowly approved by the Senate Environment and
Public Works Committee on a party line vote Wednesday, sending his nomination to the full Senate.

But last May, while Wheeler was an outside lobbyist for energy companies including coal miner Murray Energy Corp. and

uranium explorer Energy Fuel Resources Inc., he helped organize Washington fundraisers for the committee’s chairman
and former chairman -- Senators John Barrasso of Wyoming and James Inhofe of Oklahoma.
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The events, first reported by The Intercept and the watchdog group Documented on Wednesday, included a lunch with
former Inhofe staffers at a Mexican restaurant in Washington on May 4, 2017, and a breakfast at Wheeler's K Street office
roughly two weeks later.

Attendees paid at least $500 to attend both events, according to a list of fundraisers distributed by the National
Republican Senate Committee at the time. The price to be a named host was twice that for Barrasso’s May 18 breakfast
and $500 for the Inhofe lunch.

Both sessions came months before Wheeler was formally nominated in October.

Wheeler is a former Republican staffer on the Environment and Public Works Committee and a former aide to inhofe.
Inhofe has described Wheeler as a "close friend" -- a relationship developed over Wheeler’s long tenure with the senator,
dating back to the nominee’s service as chief counsel in 1995. Wheeler also wasn’t alone in organizing the events; he was
joined by other former Inhofe staffers now in private practice as hosts of that senator’s fundraiser, billed as an "alums"
funch.

Since leaving the Senate, Wheeler has worked for the firm Faegre Baker Daniels LLP.

Although laws restrict partisan political activities by federal government employees, Wheeler was in private practice at the
time and therefore not barred from contributing to the senators or organizing fundraisers on their behalf. And it’s common
practice for former congressional staffers to arrange fundraising events for their previous bosses once they leave Capitol

Hill.

*Former staffers host fundraisers for their former bosses all the time,” said EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox. "This isnt
news.”

A representative for Barrasso declined to comment. Representatives for Inhofe did not immediately comment.
Democrats on Wednesday decried Wheeler’s close ties with industry, saying it could contaminate his work at EPA.

"He is another lobbyist for another industry, in an administration that promised to drain the swamp but instead we see a
revolving door of lobbyists and D.C. bureaucrats taking appointments in the administration to new levels on issues directly
related to their former clients,” said Senator Jeff Merkley, a Democrat from Oregon.

AP
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Attorneys general sue Trump administration over water rule

By Verena Dobnik, 2/7/18

NEW YORK (AP) — Eleven Democratic state attorneys general on Tuesday sued President Donald Trump’s
administration over its decision to delay implementation of an Obama-era rule that would have expanded the number of
wetlands and small waterways protected by the Clean Water Act.

New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman said last week’s decision by the Republican administration to postpone
implementation of the 2015 Clean Water Rule for two years is an assauit on public health.

“We will fight back against this reckless rollback and the Trump administration’s continued assault on our nation’s core
public health and environmental protections,” Schneiderman said in a statement.

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt has called the rule an overreach that could hurt farmers and
ranchers. Mining and industry groups also opposed it.

The lawsuit was filed in New York by Schneiderman and his counterparts in California, Connecticut, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont, Washington and the District of Columbia. It seeks to stop
the government from blocking implementation of the rule while considering alternatives.

The regulation was put on hold for the past two years by various court challenges that kept it from taking effect.

Schneiderman said the delay jeopardizes protections for streams that help provide drinking water to more than half of
New York state residents and more than 100 million other Americans.
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The attorneys general accuse the EPA and the U S. Army Corps of Engineers of violating federal law. They claim the EPA
does not have the authority to hold off on a regulation that "rests on a massive factual record,” according to the suit.

Public outreach in past years elicited more than 1 million comments, and was based on scientific studies demonstrating
how waters are connected by tributaries, streams and wetlands, the attorneys general said.

The Hill
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States, greens sue Trump over Obama EPA water rule delay

By Timothy Cama, 2/6/18, 3:34 PM

Ten Democratic states and a coalition of environmental groups sued the Trump administration Tuesday for delaying
enforcement of an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) rule meant to protect waterways.

Led by New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman (D), the Southern Environmental Law Center and the Natural
Resources Defense Council, the challengers say EPA head Scott Pruitt violated required legal processes and ignored his
legal obligation to protect water supplies when he pushed off the Clean Water Rule.

Pruitt last week finalized an action to delay the rule, also known as Waters of the United States, for two years. He is in the
process of completely repealing and replacing it, but the delay ensures that it won't take effect while that process is
ongoing.

“Clean water is fundamental to New Yorkers’ health, environment, and economy,” Schneiderman said.

“The Trump administration’s suspension of the Clean Water Rule is clearly illegal, threatening New York’s decades-long
efforts to ensure our residents have access to safe, healthy water,” he said. “We will fight back against this reckless
rollback and the Trump administration’s continued assault on our nation’s core public health and environmental
protections.”

“The administration is pretending that pollution dumped upstream doesn’t flow downstream, but its plan puts the water
used by hundreds of millions of Americans for drinking, bathing, cooking, and recreation at risk,” said Blan Holman, an
attorney with the Southern Environmental Law Center.

“We are going to court to protect clean water across the country.”

The 2015 rule from the Obama administration asserted federal authority under the Clean Water Act over small waterways
like wetlands and streams, in order to ensure federal government protections from pollution or other harms.

Republicans and industries like agriculture and developers ardently oppose the rule, saying it gives the government power
over vast swaths of water and dry land.

The EPA shot back against the lawsuits, pointing out that the 2015 rule never went into effect.

“It's worth noting that these lawsuits are over an embattled regulation that’s been put on hold by the courts to prevent it
from taking effect,” said EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox, “Our delay rule will keep in place that status quo.”

The states’ lawsuit was filed in the Manhattan-based District Court for the Southern District of New York. Some of the
green groups filed suit in the Charleston-based District Court for the District of South Carolina, while others filed in the
New York southern district.

The Hill
hite:Fthelil comypoliov/enemy-environment/37 2558-sen-dems-send-epa-chigl-lefleraquestioning-stark-decline-in-grant-
awards

Dem senator questions EPA on stark decline in grant awards
By Miranda Green, 2/6/18, 2:03 PM

The top Democrat on the Senate Environment and Public Works Commiittee sent a letter to the head of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) Tuesday, calling into question a dramatic decrease in grant funding awarded by the agency in
the past year.
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According to Sen. Tom Carper (D-Del), his staff's review of publicly available data on EPA grant awards found that in
2017 the agency awarded $1.1 billion in the first three quarters, only a third of the $3 .5 billion awarded in the same time
frame the previous year.

In the letter sent to EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt on Tuesday, Carper questioned the reason behind the agency's
decrease in grant awards and asked what the agency was doing with the nearly $4 billion it was allotted through Congress
to award to nonprofits and local governments.

Carper added that his office's analysis of the data found that aimost every U.S. state had seen a decrease in EPA funding
in 2017 compared to 2016. Nine states, including New York, New Jersey, Arizona and Wyoming, saw more than a 90
percent decline in reported funding.

Additionally Carper questioned a delay in EPA reporting of grant awards, noting that the database had not been updated
since the end of September, even though the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act required it make the
data available within a publicly searchable database within 30 days.

"It appears from the analysis conducted by my staff that EPA is either not awarding the money Congress appropriated, or
it is not reporting this data to the publicly searchable database as required by law, or both," Carper said in the letter.

Carper said his letter was a follow up to previous correspondence he sent the administrator in August, questioning the
EPA's appointment of a political appointee to oversee the agency's issuance of grant decisions. Carper said Pruitt never
sent him a response.

“We will respond to ... Carper through the proper channel.” an EPA spokesman said in a statement on Tuesday.

E&E News PM

hifps:/Awvew enews nel/eenewsprmisiones/ 108007 308 5/searchPkeyword=ERA
Steep decline in grant funding may be unlawful — Carper

By Sean Reilly, 2/6/18

U.S. EPA grant funding for states and other entities appears to have plummeted last year, Sen. Tom Carper (D-Del.) said
in a letter today that questioned whether the Trump administration is flouting federal law.

From late January 2017, when President Trump was sworn in, until the end of the fiscal year in September, at least 49
states "saw declines in reported EPA funding" in comparison with the same period in 2016, Carper wrote to EPA chief
Scott Pruitt. Nine states experienced a decline of more than 90 percent in reported funding, while 38 saw their reported
funding drop by more than half, he said.

Carper, the ranking member on the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, attributed the numbers to a staff
analysis of grant awards reported by EPA to the governmentwide website USAspending.gov. By law, he said, EPA is
supposed to post those awards to the site within 30 days.

Based on the analysis, he added, it appears that EPA "is either not awarding the money Congress appropriated, or it is
not reporting this data to the publicly searchable database as required by law, or both."

His letter seeks an explanation for the discrepancy, along with a list of all 2016 grants that were not renewed in 2017.
Carper also asked EPA to post all grant award data for the final three months of calendar year 2017 to USAspending.gov.
As of today, Carper said, EPA has not forwarded any grant award information to the site since the end of September, the
30-day deadline notwithstanding.

EPA press staffers did not respond to a request for comment.

Of EPA's yearly budget of about $8 billion, roughly half is doled out through grants, both through formula funding to state
agencies and in competitively awarded money for research and other purposes.

Last summer, Pruitt took the unusual step of putting John Konkus, a political appointee in EPA's public affairs shop, in
charge of reviewing all solicitations for grant applicants (Greenwire, Aug. 17, 2017). in a December court filing, the agency
acknowledged that Konkus has also reviewed grant decisions; a now-retired EPA employee recently told E&E News that
Konkus had challenged the need for funding the Bay Journal, a newspaper focused on the Chesapeake Bay, shorlly
before that grant was vanked (Greenwire, Jan. 4).
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At an EPW hearing last week, Pruitt told lawmakers that decision was being reconsidered (Greenwire, Jan. 30). In today's
letter, however, Carper said Pruitt has yet to reply to an August query for details of Konkus' role in reviewing grant
solicitations. The apparent falloff in grant awards, Carper said, "makes your earlier determination to insert a political
appointee into the process even more concerning, and additionally raises questions about agency reporting and
adherence to the law."

Washington Examiner

M vern washinglonexaminer comdsen-tom-carper-epg-spar-ovar-climate-grant-orogramdanticle/ 2848313
Sen. Tom Carper, EPA spar over climate grant program

By John Siciliano, 2/6/18, 7:16 PM

The Environmental Protection Agency and Democratic Sen. Tom Carper sparred Tuesday over whether the EPA awarded
its fair share of climate change grants to states after reports suggested the agency had been cutting its grant program.

The fight began after Carper, the top Democrat on the Environment and Public Works Commitiee, sent a letter to EPA
Administrator Scott Pruitt on Tuesday as a follow-up to one he sent in the summer, informing Pruitt that an analysis done
by Carper's staff suggests Pruitt is not awarding the grants, despite congressional appropriations to do so.

"It appears from the analysis conducted by my staff that EPA is either not awarding the money Congress appropriated, or
it is not reporting this data to the publicly searchable database as required by law, or both," Carper wrote, asking Pruitt to
respond to questions over the status of the grants.

The EPA hit back with a statement that suggested Carper was looking to get media coverage in releasing the letter, rather
than an actual legitimate response to his questions.

We find it unfortunate that Senator Carper would place his letter in the news rather than wait for a legitimate response to
his guestion,” EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox said in a statement to the Washington Examiner. "Although EPA is
continuing to analyze the information on grant funding Senator Carper provided in his letter sent this morning, it appears
the data that the senator is reviewing is from an outdated source.”

Carper pointed out that his letter is a follow-up to one he sent in August, asking Pruitt to explain why a political appointee
in his Office of Public Affairs had been given the authority to decide on grant proposals. The situation "became even more
troubling in light of reports that EPA cut or delayed several grants — many of which were related to climate change," the
Delaware lawmaker wrote Tuesday.

Carper's staff report showed that states took a massive hit in receiving grants in 2017 compared to the final year of the
Obama administration.

The report showed that at least 49 of 50 states saw grants decline, based on "reported EPA funding in 2017" compared to
a similar period in 2016. Carper said grants equaled $1.1 billion in the first three quarters of 2017, one-third of the $3.5
billion awarded in the previous year.

EPA explained that the agency has not declined to post the grants to its database, but that the Treasury Department is
now responsible for making the disclosures, which it plans to do later this year, according to Wilcox. The data was
transferred to Treasury in the final quarter of 2017, but the database is currently "incomplete."

The EPA grant data that is being compiled for public record spans the period from Jan. 20, 2017, to Sept. 30, 2017, he
said.

“In fact, all EPA grants data for the period through September 30, 2017, has been [sent to Treasury] timely and in
accordance with [public data disclosure laws], and 99.84 percent of all grant actions requested by the program offices
have been obligated or awarded,” Wilcox said.

Carper is requesting that data be sent to his office by Feb. 21, with an explanation on "whether EPA chose not to spend
the grant money allotted to it by Congress, or not to report that data completely as mandated by Congress, or some
combination of both?"

E&E Climatewire
hHosfwwwy censws. nel/esdailvistonas/ 108007308 Usearch?kavword=ERA
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Lawmakers urge caution after damaging study
By Arianna Skibell, 2/7/18

A group of Democratic lawmakers is urging U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt to contemplate the possible health
impacts associated with rewriting the Clean Power Plan, former President Obama's signature climate mandate, after a
study found the type of rule the agency is rumored to be considering could cause more deaths per year than no rule at all.

"We find your Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPRM) for a replacement for the Clean Power Plan deeply
concerning,” they wrote to Pruitt, "as it signals that [EPA] may seek to replace the Clean Power Plan with a rule that could
provide far fewer carbon reductions and cause greater harm from other pollutanis.”

The letter was signed by members of the Sustainable Energy and Environment Coalition, including Reps. Nanette
Barragan of California, Bonnie Watson Coleman of New Jersey, Doris Matsui of California, Gerald Connolly of Virginia,
Matt Cartwright of Pennsylvania, Chellie Pingree of Maine, Alan Lowenthal of California, Jared Polis of Colorado and Mike
Quigley of lllinois. More are expected to join the missive.

Researchers from Harvard, Boston University and Syracuse University conducted the research in question. At a briefing
with congressional staff yesterday, they explained the study's implications for a replacement climate rule.

Pruitt formally initiated repeal plans last year and has begun the process for issuing a replacement. While there has been
debate about what the nature of a new rule would be, the Trump administration is believed to be looking for an "inside the
fence line" action.

Such a step would target specific plants rather than states or regions and is supported by business groups critical of the
Clean Power Plan but opposed to the absence of a climate standard.

'American lives in danger'
The researchers found that under the "inside the fence line" approach, smog would go down significantly in 2 states and
soot would drop significantly in no states,

The rule would prevent 15 hospitalizations each year but would prevent negative 11 deaths and negative three heart
attacks each year. In other words, the absence of the Clean Power Plan would mean more deaths and more heart
attacks.

In comparison, the study found that a rule similar to Obama's design, known as a "beyond the fence approach,” 3,500
lives would be saved each year and 1,000 hospitalizations and 220 heart attacks would be prevented. It would
significantly decrease smog in 45 states and reduce soot in 26.

Study presenters included Kathy Fallon Lambert, director of science policy exchange at Harvard; Charles Driscoll,
distinguished professor at Syracuse; Jonathan Buonocore, program leader for the center for health and the global
environment at Harvard's T.H. Chan School of Public Health; and Dallas Burtraw, senior fellow at the think tank
Resources for the Future.

The researchers said the major takeaway from their study is that a beyond-the-fence approach to regulating carbon
emissions can produce widespread air quality, ecosystem and health benefits.

Critics of such an approach say the benefits are not worth the cost to the economy. They also say the Obama team
overstepped current law by going outside the fence.

Still, the researchers said a valuable subset of estimated health benefits exceed estimated cost. They noted there are
numerous health positives they did not incorporate into their calculations.

"Given that an inside the fence line approach to controlling carbon pollution from existing power plants could put more
American lives in danger, we are opposed to its application," the lawmakers wrote.

"We instead encourage you to return to the basics of the Clean Power Plan, which encourages incorporation of cleaner
energy sources and gives states needed flexibility to significantly reduce carbon pollution and improve public health,” they
said.

Endangerment finding
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Separately, 50 lawmakers are calling on Pruitt fo clarify where he stands on the endangerment finding, EPA's 2009
determination that certain greenhouse gas emissions threaten public health. It serves as the basis for regulating those
emissions.

During a recent Senate Environment and Public Works Committee hearing, Pruitt said "there has been no decision or
determination” regarding whether or not he would attempt to undo the bedrock protection.

In a letter sent yesterday, the lawmakers urged Pruitt to maintain the finding. Rep. Donald McEachin (D-Va.), who
spearheaded the missive, said greenhouse gas emissions cause climate change, which threatens the public's heaith and
well-being.

"Over time, the problems climate change is already causing — such as rising sea levels and recurrent flooding, worse and
more severe droughts and storms, and a worsening of respiratory diseases like asthma — will get worse. The only way to
prevent disastrous outcomes in the future is to aggressively curb emissions today — and the endangerment finding is
crucial to our ability to do that," he said in a statement.

"That is why my colleagues and | want Mr. Pruitt to clarify now whether or not the Trump Administration will once again
abandon thoughtfully researched and well-crafted regulations that protect public health for the benefit of the businesses
that pollute our environment," McEachin said.

In the letter, the lawmakers note that NOAA determined that major weather events linked to climate change cost the
country more than $3086 billion in 2017, the most expensive year on record. This is not an anomaly, they wrote, but part of
an accelerating trend.

"Unchecked, these trends will only worsen — with potentially catastrophic consequences," they wrote.

Politico
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Court gives EPA more time on overdue ozone designations

By Alex Guillen, 2/7/18, 12:25 PM

The D.C. Circuit today rejected environmentalists’ bid to force EPA to act on ozone pollution in San Antonio by the end of
April.

EPA previously said it can finish all of the remaining designations under the 2015 ozone rule by April 30, except for San
Antonio. The agency said it needs until Aug. 10 to consider updated data submitted by Texas last year before deciding
whether the city must curb poliution.

But in a brief order today, the court declined to order EPA to act on San Antonio along with the other remaining areas by
the end of April. Instead, the judges directed EPA to provide an update by May 15 on its progress on all ozone
designations. It is not clear whether the court at that point will consider ordering EPA to finish San Antonio more quickly.

EPA was under a statutory deadline to issue the designations, which trigger requirements for polluted areas to act, by Oct.
1, 2017. Various green groups and states sued when EPA missed that deadline.

The order was issued by Judges Judith W. Rogers, David S. Tatel and Patricia A. Millett.

WHAT’S NEXT: EPA says it can finish most of the remaining designations by the end of April, and must update the court
on its progress by May 15.

E&E Greenwire

hilos:www . eenews nel/areenwire/stonies/ 108007 318 8 search?keyword=EPA
Sierra Club sues over EPA about-face on power plant permitting

By Sean Reilly, 2/7/18

The Sierra Club is appealing U.S. EPA's recent rejection of an administrative challenge to a Utah power plant's operating
permit, a decision that the agency also used to announce a national change in its interpretation of a key tenet of the Clean
Air Act.
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In a lawsuit filed this week, the environmental group asked the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit to
review EPA's denial of its 2016 petition contesting the "Title V" operating permit for the Hunter coal-fired plant in central
Utah.

The petition had asked EPA to object to that state-issued permit, partly on the grounds that it did not include pre-
construction "prevention of significant deterioration” requirements. Those requirements are supposed to protect air quality
in areas that already meet EPA standards for common pollutants; the Sierra Club argued they should have been triggered
in this case because of boiler projects and turbine upgrades undertaken in the late 1990s that qualified as "major
modifications" to the 1,320-megawatt facility.

In a decision signed last October, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt not only rejected the petition but said EPA would no
longer "second-guess' states' pre-construction permitting decisions under the Title V program. That represented an about-
face from the stance the agency had taken at least since 1999.

Under a letter issued that year by John Seitz, who then headed EPA's Gffice of Air Quality Planning and Standards,
agency officials could object to a Title ¥ permit when they believed that "an emission unit has not gone through the proper
preconstruction permitting process."

Pruitt, however, wrote that it was more appropriate to return to EPA's prior reading, which held that Title V permitting
oversight "is not intended to second-guess the results of state preconstruction permit decisions.” Taking on that role is
"inefficient,” he added, given that the public has already had the opportunity to comment on such pre-construction
permitting decisions, as well as challenge them in court.

Pruitt's decision was one of at least two in recent months to scrap long-standing EPA air quality policies. Last month, EPA
air chief Bill Wehrum announced that he was withdrawing Seitz's 1995 "once in, always in" memo, which kept "maximum

achievable control technology" standards in place for factories and other industrial polluters even when their emissions of
air toxics fell below the thresholds that had originally triggered those standards.

A Federal Register notice marking Wehrum's decision is slated for publication tomorrow. EPA plans to soon take public
comment on "adding regulatory text" to reflect his reading, according to the notice.

In challenging Pruitt's turndown of the Hunter plant petition, the Sierra Club yesterday also filed a separate suit before the
10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, whose territory encompasses Utah. Because Pruitt's Qctober decision set a nationally
applicable interpretation of Clean Air Act permitting regulations, the case properly belongs in the D.C. Circuit, wrote Keri
Powell, the group's lawyer.

The 10th Circuit suit was filed "as a protective matter’ to preserve the Sierra Club's right to judicial review, Powell wrote, in
the event that EPA contends the Denver-based court is the proper venue.

Karen Story

U5, Hrnvironmental Protection Agency
Public Affairs Division

Public Outreach Branch
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Message

From: Shore, Berry [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CCDB5298240449EBA038932B99491247-SHORE, BERRY]

Sent: 3/4/2016 2:37:38 PM

To: R2 EPA Region 2 (EPA Staff) [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c0b426b5295c4874ae24c7ad1f052dd8-R2 EPA Region 2 (EPA Staff)]

Subject: Morning Clips

Passaic River cleanup plan due today

NorthJersey.com : News : Environment

LAST UPDATED: FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2016, 6:43 AM
BY SCOTT FALLON, STAFF WRITER |
NorthJersey.com : News : Environment

Federal officials plan to unveil a long-awaited final cleanup plan for the heavily contaminated Passaic River

today that is scaled back from a proposal introduced two years ago but will still cost polluters more than $1
billion.

The plan calls for about 20 percent less contaminated river mud to be removed, dropping the cost from $1.7
billion to about $1.38 billion, according to two sources who were independently briefed on the cleanup by the
Environmental Protection Agency on Thursday. That would still make it one of the costliest Superfund site
cleanups in the program’s history.

The plan will be announced today at a news conference in Newark.

Several officials are expected to be in attendance, including Sens. Bob Menendez and Cory Booker, New Jersey
Democrats.

The change in the cleanup is due to the agency shortening by about half a mile the length of a navigational
channel it plans to dredge, according to those who were briefed. They were told that the EPA still plans to
transport contaminated material by rail to a special landfill or incinerator in another state or Canada.

Environmental and community groups had feared the agency might have decided a cheaper alternative and
deposit the pollution in a local containment unit.

An EPA spokesman would not comment on the plan Thursday.

As proposed two years ago, the cleanup will still leave more than half of the pollution in the river’s lower eight
miles. A barrier would be placed over more than 5.4 million cubic yards at the river bottom to keep it from
getting into the food chain. The most likely way humans could get sick from Passaic River contamination is by
eating contaminated fish.

The plan does not address the remaining nine contaminated miles of the river from Belleville to the Dundee
Dam, which spans Garfield and Clifton. A study of the area is ongoing.

About 100 companies that either polluted the river or inherited the liability of past polluters are on the hook to
pay for the cleanup. Many of the companies, which range from Fortune 500 corporations to small businesses,
had been lobbying for a much smaller and less expensive cleanup. They focused on dredging 25 hot spots in the
river rather than the EPA’s plan to dredge all the river’s lower eight miles, where the concentration of cancer-
causing dioxin, PCBs, mercury and other industrial pollution is greatest.
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The Passaic River is one of the most contaminated waterways in the United States, with pollution dating back
more than 200 years, when textile mills took advantage of the river’s strong current to power their operations
and dispose of waste.

Pollution worsened in the 20th century with chemical manufacturers and other industry lining the riverfront,
including the Diamond Alkali plant in Newark, which dumped dioxin into the river while making the infamous
Vietnam-era defoliant Agent Orange.

Some of the companies responsible for the Passaic pollution are high-profile, deep-pocketed corporations,
including DuPont, Hess, Honeywell, Otis Elevator, Pfizer, Sherwin-Williams, Stanley Black & Decker and
Tiffany & Co.

While cleanups in the Passaic have occurred near the Diamond Alkali plant and in Lyndhurst at a contaminated
mudflat, no large stretch of the river has yet been remediated.

In April 2014, the EPA announced a plan to remove 4.3 million cubic yards — enough to fill MetLife Stadium
twice — from the mouth of the river at Newark Bay to Belleville. The EPA said it would rid the river of 18
pounds of highly toxic dioxin, 35,000 pounds of mercury, 15,000 pounds of the industrial lubricant PCBs and
2,000 pounds of the pesticide DDT.

The EPA had planned to finalize the plan last year, but was delayed after being inundated with hundreds of
comments, ranging from one-page emails to a 1,300-page report from some of the companies responsible for
paying for the work.

The new plan calls for 3.5 million cubic yards to be removed.

The plan still calls for dredged mud to be taken by barge to a local facility that would separate water from the
sediment.

The water would then be cleaned and discharged back into the Passaic. The sediment would be transported by
rail to facilities in the U.S. or Canada. Material containing dioxin would be incinerated and the rest buried in a
landfill that handles toxic material.

The EPA had considered burying the contaminated material in Newark Bay, which would have cost $700
million less. The state Department of Environmental Protection and local leaders opposed that plan.

The Passaic cleanup would still rival some of the costliest efforts, such as the Hudson River where General
Electric Co. spent more than $1 billion to remove 2.5 million cubic yards of sediment contaminated with PCBs.
Email: fallondnorthiersey.com

Flint Is in the News, but Lead Poisoning Is Even Worse in Cleveland
By MICHAEL WINES

MARCH 3, 2016

NY Times

CLEVELAND — One hundred fifty miles northwest of here, the residents of Flint, Mich., are still reeling from
the drinking water debacle that more than doubled the share of children with elevated levels of lead in their

blood — to a peak, in mid-2014, of 7 percent of all children tested.

Clevelanders can only sympathize. The comparable number here is 14.2 percent.
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The poisoning of Flint’s children outraged the nation. But too much lead in children’s blood has long been an
everyday fact in Cleveland and scores of other cities — not because of bungled decisions about drinking water,
but largely because a decades-long attack on lead in household paint has faltered. It is a tragic reminder that one
of the great public health crusades of the 20th century remains unfinished.

“Unless there is some sort of concerted national effort to do something about this problem, it’s going to persist
for years to come,” said Philip J. Landrigan, a leading expert on lead and professor of preventive medicine and
pediatrics at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine.

“Lead is a big problem in this country, and it frustrates me to no end that except in rare cases, it passes
unnoticed.”

Four decades ago, political leaders declared war on lead, citing evidence that even vanishingly small amounts of
it have a pernicious impact on young brains, stunting intellectual growth and affecting cardiovascular, immune
and hormone systems. The federal government began phasing out leaded gasoline in 1975, and banned lead-
based household paints in 1978. In 2000, a cabinet-level task force proposed to end lead poisoning in children
within a decade.

By 2006, blood lead levels in children under 6 had fallen to close to a tenth of their 1970s levels.

But progress since has slowed. By the most recent estimate, about 37 million homes and apartments still have
some lead paint on walls and woodwork, 23 million with potentially hazardous levels of lead in soil, paint chips
or household dust.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimate that four million of those most dangerous households
have children. A half-million children — in Atlantic City, Philadelphia and Allentown, Pa., where a remarkable
23.1 percent of children tested had excessive lead — are believed to have enough lead in their blood to merit a
doctor’s attention.

That need not happen. New York City has a vast and aged housing stock and one of the nation’s strictest laws
on lead testing and removing lead hazards. In 2014, only 2.1 percent of children tested were flagged for
excessive lead.

But in most cities, the lead threat is confined largely to poor neighborhoods with scant political clout. There is
little official urgency — and increasingly, little money — to address it.

“It took me three years and two applications to get the city to do what was needed to make my dwelling lead-
free,” she said. “I had to apply twice because funding was exhausted. You had to be relentless to make it
happen.”

Almost five years later, Zy’aire shows no physical effects from the lead, but its effect on his mental
development remains unclear.

Researchers argue that failing to attack lead paint hazards is a costly mistake. A 2009 study calculated that
every dollar spent on that would generate up to $221 in benefits — in increased productivity, greater tax

receipts and lower health care and education costs.

And not the least, in reduced crime. Researchers have long linked high blood lead levels to impulsiveness and
violence.

The C.D.C. has consistently lowered its definition of an elevated blood lead level: 60 micrograms per deciliter,
then 10, and, as of 2012, five — less than a millionth of an ounce in a little more than a pint of blood.
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Yet experts say that is still too much. A 2005 study concluded that increasing a child’s blood lead level to 10
micrograms from 2 4 translated to a 3.9-point drop in L.Q. A 2015 study of Chicago elementary school students
concluded that blood lead concentrations of five to nine micrograms explained up to 15 percent of failing grades
in reading and math.

Even tiny increases, below five micrograms, “are associated with significant decrements in performance on
standardized tests,” the researchers said.

The 2000 cabinet task force found that the lead danger to children then could be substantially eliminated for
what, in federal terms, was a pittance: $2.1 billion, over 10 years, to eliminate lead hazards in old homes that
posed the greatest threat.

Congress never allotted the full amount, and since 2003, funding for lead-abatement programs has fallen by 43
percent.

“We know how to fix it,” said David Jacobs, a chief contributor to the task force who ran the federal lead
program from 1995 to 2004. “The technology is there. It’s just a matter of political will to properly appropriate
the money.”

Money for screening children has also fallen. The C.D.C. has cut state grants for lead poisoning prevention by
more than half since 2009, and the share of children younger than 6 who are tested has fallen by more than 40
percent. Sixteen states do not even forward the results of lead tests to the federal authorities.

The Ohio Legislature established a Lead Poisoning Prevention Fund in 2003 to attack the lead-paint problem in
older homes and to pay for blood tests of children without medical insurance — but never gave it even a dollar.

On Cleveland’s east side, the Glenville neighborhood embodies the neglect of the lead problem and the hope
that it might be erased.

At the turn of the 20th century, Glenville was called Cleveland’s Gold Coast, a mansion-studded enclave where
John D. Rockefeller had donated land for the city’s largest park. By the 1960s, the wealthy had fled to the
suburbs and Glenville was part of the inner city, poor and almost entirely black.

In 1967, Thajuan Perry was 5 years old, living in a Glenville apartment with her parents, when it became clear
that something was wrong with Eric, her baby brother. Eric once crawled around the rooms; suddenly, he was

neither moving nor making noises.

“He would just gaze for long periods,” Ms. Perry said. “It went from gazing to seizures, and from seizures to a
coma.”

Eric was hospitalized with lead poisoning, sickened by dust and paint chips on the apartment floor. At age 50
today, he can speak only simple sentences, takes anti-seizure medication and works at a center for the disabled.

"A 2009 study calculated that every dollar spent on that would generate up to $221 in benefits"

Local people thought there local government should address these issues.For years those city's have allowed
their infrastructure to...

Ms. Perry is his full-time caretaker. “The thing about lead poisoning,” she said, “is that you don’t know you’ve

been affected until you have symptoms. At the time, most parents didn’t realize that apartments had lead-based
paint.”
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In Cleveland, many still do not.

In 2010, researchers estimated that 7.7 percent of the nation’s black children younger than 6 had blood lead
levels above five micrograms per deciliter. But in Glenville, 26.5 percent of children tested in 2014 — 286
children in all — exceeded that standard. Two registered more than 45 micrograms, the threshold for
hospitalization to remove lead from the body.

Cleveland tested less than half its under-6 population. How many other children are at risk is unknown, but an
Ohio State University analysis suggests that in some census tracts, it could be more than four in 10.

Dr. Dorr Dearborn, a retired pediatrician and chairman emeritus of Case Western Reserve University’s
department of environmental health sciences, said widely elevated lead levels “give these children an abnormal
base to which all the other determinants of school failure and aggressive behavior are added.”

Dr. Dearborn has long campaigned for Cleveland to erase lead-based paint from its homes — nearly nine in 10
of the city’s houses were built before the 1978 ban — but Clevelanders were oblivious.

That changed last October, after a series of articles in The Plain Dealer reported that the city’s Department of
Public Health had failed to investigate more than 2,100 cases of lead poisoning during the previous five years.
Until 2015, the city had but one employee to inspect homes where lead poisoning occurred.

City officials contest some of those numbers, but in an interview conceded that the city’s lead safety efforts
were a mess. The main reason, they said, was a lack of money.

When the C.D.C. began cutting lead poisoning prevention grants in 2010, the officials said, the Health
Department had to curtail lead tests and lay off inspectors. In 2012, federal officials withdrew Cleveland’s
multimillion-dollar grant for addressing lead in homes because the city’s track record was so poor.

Some critics are less sympathetic, noting that the city has found money for other projects — including $30
million for a 2013 renovation of its National Football League stadium — while lead abatement languished.

“A lot of folks failed,” said Kim Foreman, the director of Environmental Health Watch, a local group that
works to ease lead and other health threats in homes. “The layperson, they thought we dealt with lead. But you
also have a lot of folks affected who are people of color or low-income people. And honestly, people are not as
concerned about them.”

The city vows to do better. The Health Department is to get new leadership; officials have committed to hire
more lead inspectors. A new data system will better track lead cases and integrate with other departments that
inspect or repair homes. The lost federal grant was reinstated last fall.

Perhaps most important, community leaders have started to face the problem and work on ways to solve it.
University Hospital’s network, the Cleveland Clinic and others are devising a program to address lead

poisoning and infant mortality in neighborhoods near Case Western.

Glenville is at the head of the list.

Bird poop apparently caused New York nuclear reactor outage
March 3, 2016
CBS News
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ALBANY, N'Y. -- Bird poop was the likely cause of a December shutdown at a nuclear power plant outside
New York City, according to the operator.

An Indian Point reactor safely shut down for three days starting Dec. 14 following an electrical disturbance on
outdoor high voltage transmission lines, Entergy Corp. said. An outside expert is analyzing whether what's
technically called bird "streaming" was the culprit.

In a report to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission last month, the New Orleans-based company said the
automatic reactor shutdown was apparently from bird excrement that caused an electric arc between wires on a
feeder line at a transmission tower.

"If it has nowhere to send its electricity, the generator senses that and automatically shuts down," Entergy
spokesman Jerry Nappi said.

Plant managers told the NRC they were revising preventive maintenance for additional inspection and cleaning
and installing bird guards on transmission towers.

Nappi said he couldn't recall a similar incident in the past several years from birds at Indian Point, which is
located along the Hudson River north of New York City. He didn't immediately know what type of bird was
suspected. No carcass was found, he said.

Nuclear Regulatory Commission spokesman Eliot Brenner said it's not uncommon for wildlife to trigger
electrical outages on transmission lines regardless of the generation source of the electricity. "Squirrels are the
biggest offenders," he said.

He didn't know if the NRC was specifically tracking animal-related reactor outages. "They're kind of few and
far between, but certainly not unheard of," he said.

A recent radioactive leak at the plant had prompted renewed calls for the site to be shut down, amid growing
concerns about the potential damage a nuclear accident could cause in one of the most densely populated parts
of the country.

In the past year alone there have been a number of mishaps at Indian Point, including a power failure in the
reactor core, a transformer fire, an alarm failure, and the escape of radiated water into groundwater. The plant
sits about 25 miles north of New York City.

Neil Sheehan, a representative for the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, told CBS News last month that the
NRC is continuing to review the recent tritium leakage at Indian Point.

"We recently sent a radiation protection specialist to the plant to assess the situation and learn more about what
happened. He was assisted by our three Resident Inspectors assigned to the plant on a full-time basis," he said in
an email.

NRC is also currently reviewing Indian Point's renewal license, which would authorize it to continue operating
for another 20 years. But environmental groups say the region needs to utilize other options to meet its energy
needs.

© 2016 CBS Interactive Inc. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or
redistributed. The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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Divide Grows in Southeast Over Offshore Drilling Plan
By CORAL DAVENPORT

MARCH 3, 2016

NY Times

KURE BEACH, N.C. — On a recent frigid night, anxious residents, many in “Protect Our Coast” sweatshirts,
packed the town hall here, spilled onto the lawn, and then erupted in cheers as their town government gaveled in
a resolution urging President Obama to block oil drilling off their shoreline. “Some things are just too precious
to risk,” Mayor Emilie Swearingen said.

That afternoon, 140 miles inland in Raleigh, the state capital, Obama administration officials and oil company
representatives had outlined plans to move forward with the drilling before a very different crowd, and state
lawmakers liked what they heard. “You’re talking about creating over 100,000 jobs,” said Michael Hager, the
House Republican leader. “You’re doggone right this is good for the state.”

Within weeks, the Obama administration is expected to release a proposal to open up vast tracts of federal
waters in the southern Atlantic to oil and gas drilling for the first time, and a divide is growing between the
Southeast’s coast and its landlocked capitals. The plan, written by the Interior Department, is expected to
delineate the waters that would eventually be auctioned and leased to energy companies, which in turn would
bring the drilling industry to the banks of Georgia, Virginia and North and South Carolina, along with
thousands of oil rigs well over the horizon from the beach.

A town hall meeting in January in Kure Beach, which unanimously passed a resolution to oppose seismic
testing off its shores. Credit Travis Dove for The New York Times

The move has the backing of the Republican governors of Georgia, North Carolina and South Carolina, and the
Democratic governor of Virginia, along with Republican majorities in all those state legislatures. From Raleigh
to Richmond, statehouse denizens see new jobs and billions of dollars from royalty revenues to improve roads,
schools and public salaries. Among the highest profile politicians in the capitals, at least one, Virginia’s
lieutenant governor, Ralph S. Northam, is opposed, although his voice is lonely. Last Thursday, he sent a letter
to Obama administration officials asking them to exclude Virginia’s waters from the offshore drilling plan.

“I grew up on Virginia’s Eastern Shore and have worked just about every job one might have on the
Chesapeake Bay,” he wrote.

Coastal residents in towns and cities like Norfolk, Charleston and Kure Beach share his concerns — and see
potential disaster, even if the rigs are no less than 50 miles offshore and well out of sight. Fearful of a repeat of
the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill, which killed 11 workers and spewed 200 million gallons of crude into the
Gulf of Mexico, at least 106 coastal towns in the Southeast have passed resolutions urging the Interior
Department not to move ahead. More than 80 East Coast state legislators and the owners of about 1,000 coastal
businesses have signed letters to Mr. Obama opposing the drilling.

“For an uneducated guy who needs a job, it’s a good opportunity,” allowed John Hicks, a retired tool and die
worker, fishing off the pier in Kure Beach. “But I also think about what it means for my 11-year-old daughter.

An accident that messes up the coast could destroy her future. And I guess I care more about her future.”

Even if the rigs are out of sight, some opponents fear the transformation of the quiet Outer Banks into bustling
oil towns.

“QOur area has a billion-dollar tourist industry,” said Monica Thibodeau, a member of the Town Council in
Duck, N.C. “The risk of drilling isn’t worth losing that.”
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The split is more regional than partisan. Coastal Republicans fear the destruction of their tourist industries as
much as seaside Democrats, while landlocked members of both parties envision new revenue for schools and
highways.

Representative Mark Sanford, a former South Carolina governor and a conservative Republican from
Charleston, is fiercely critical of his state’s current Republican governor, Nikki R. Haley, for her support of the
drilling. “It’s a lesson to how to be tone deaf to the American public,” he said. “Hearings were held in this
congressional district and communities up and down the coast, and the response was overwhelming — they
came out with resolutions against the drilling. There is an amazing disconnect between what people are saying
in the statehouses and in the areas that would be most impacted.”

In Raleigh, State Representative Rodney Moore, Democrat of Charlotte, saw things the way Ms. Haley does:
“It’s a good thing if it can generate revenue for our state, if it can be done safely.”

The fight is playing out as a global oil glut has driven down prices to more than 10-year lows and depressed
domestic exploration and extraction. But the industry sees the Atlantic drilling, which would not start for at
least five years, as a long-term investment in a future in which oil prices rebound and supplies remain volatile.

“If there’s one thing for sure in the oil and gas industry, it’s change,” said Andrew Radford, a policy adviser for
the American Petroleum Institute, the oil and gas industry lobby. “Having new exploration opportunities is
really important for the industry to replace the resources we’re producing now.”

A resident fishing in Kure Beach. Many coastal towns in the Southeast fear the effect that oil drilling could have
on the environment and tourism. Credit Travis Dove for The New York Times

The Atlantic Coast States’ interest in pursuing drilling off their shores is relatively recent, as is the legal
authority to do that work. While offshore drilling has been an integral part of the coastal economy of the Gulf of
Mexico since the 1940s, lawmakers from both parties in the Atlantic Coast States resisted the push by oil
companies to explore Atlantic waters, supporting a longstanding legal moratorium on Pacific and Atlantic
coastal drilling. That calculus changed after a 2006 law, written by former Senator Mary L. Landrieu, Democrat
of Louisiana, which for the first time required oil companies to pay a portion of offshore drilling royalties
directly to nearby Gulf Coast states.

Until passage of that law, oil companies drilling in federal waters were required to pay royalties only to the
United States Treasury. Since passage, Louisiana alone has taken in more than $10 billion in new royalty
revenue.

Coastal lawmakers persuaded Congress to lift the offshore drilling ban in 2008, hoping the Landrieu legislation
could be expanded to include their states, and they have since pressed Mr. Obama to lease the coastal waters for
drilling.

The Interior Department estimates there are 3.3 billion barrels of recoverable oil on the Atlantic’s outer
continental shelf and 31.3 trillion cubic feet of natural gas. Energy industry experts say the true reserves may be
far greater.

“This is the exact opposite of what he should be doing,” said Jacqueline Savitz, a vice president of Oceana, an
environmental group that is aggressively campaigning in the coastal states to build local opposition to the
drilling.

But Obama administration officials say they are listening to the elected officials in the Southeastern states. The

administration has not advanced plans to drill off the northeast Atlantic or Pacific coastlines, where governors
are still opposed to it.
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“Almost every decision we make is about balancing the economic potential and the environmental
consequences,” said Abigail Ross Hopper, who directs the Interior Department’s Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management.

The administration also points to its efforts to improve drilling safety ahead of expanding offshore oil
exploration. The Interior Department is expected in the coming weeks to complete new safety regulations on
offshore drilling equipment, intended specifically to prevent the failures that led to the Deepwater Horizon
explosion.

The forthcoming Interior Department proposal will not be the last word. The administration will continue to
take public comment on the proposal until it finishes the drilling plan later this year. In response, the oil and gas
industry and environmental groups are ramping up advocacy campaigns. Environmental groups are a constant
presence at coastal town hall meetings and are planning advertising and telephone campaigns to urge more
voters to speak out.

Continue reading the main story

The American Petroleum Institute has become a regular fixture in Southeastern statehouses and town hall
meetings and is paying to host events coordinated with local schools to highlight job opportunities in science,
technology, engineering and mathematics.

Oil industry officials have also sought to allay fears that oil drilling would hurt tourist towns. “The development
will not be in small communities; it will be in ports and industrial areas,” Mr. Radford told the Raleigh meeting.

So far, the pro-drilling faction is winning. But the fight has begun to reshape local politics. In Kure Beach, Ms.
Swearingen’s predecessor as mayor, Dean Lambeth, supported drilling, had won three terms and hoped to win a
fourth. Last year, Ms. Swearingen ran against him with an anti-drilling stance — and won.

‘Lianghui Gray:’ Smog Chokes Beijing as National People’s Congress Kicks Off
Environment & Health

Mar 4, 2016

Wall St. Journal

In times of pomp and circumstance, Beijing’s government has shown a dazzling ability to turn its skies a
technicolor blue on command. But on the eve of its biggest political pageant of the year, the city was still
stubbornly hunkered down in the midst of one of its regular “airpocalypses.”

According to readings from the U.S. Embassy, which measures the harmful particulate matter known as PM2.5,
the air quality index around 1 p.m. Friday exceeded 400 — a measure it considers “hazardous.” A reading of 50
or under is considered ”good.”

Lawmakers, political advisers and other luminaries from around the country descend on Beijing every year for
the annual convening of its lianghui, or “two sessions.” On such occasions, appearances by Chinese ethnic
minorities wearing colorful traditional costumes and celebrities such as Yao Ming and Mao Zedong’s grandson
are de rigueur.

The day before the event, though, Beijing’s skies were looking anything but camera-ready, with Chairman Mao
Zedong’s large Tiananmen Square portrait — which hangs across from the event’s venue — heavily obscured
by the smog.
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Several green-jacketed paramilitary police stationed in and around Tiananmen Square said that they hadn’t
received permission to wear air pollution masks. “I’'m not sure why,” said one officer as he stood stiffly at his
post in the square. “Maybe it will create a negative image for the ‘two sessions,’” he said.

Paramilitary police guarding the square began wearing air masks last December, according to state media. On
Friday, officers said they didn’t always wear the masks regularly, but that they would don them when permitted
to do so by superiors. (By contrast, some on-site members of the Beijing police force were indeed wearing air
masks, and said they were allowed to do so.)

Last year, when troops arrayed themselves in Beijing for a large-scale military parade, they did so under
gorgeous blue skies, with businesses shuttered and cars cleared off the roads. Likewise in 2014, when Beijing
hosted the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit, the city martialed similar efforts to deliver skies of a
brilliant color that residents quickly dubbed “APEC Blue.”

Online, some commentators pointed out this week’s discrepancy. “Aren’t we having the lianghui? And yet we
don’t see any ‘lianghui blue,”” wrote one commentator on Weibo. Several remarked that the city seemed more
eager to clear its skies when foreign dignitaries were present.

Still others engaged in some gallows humor. “In theory, now is the time that the blowhards all come to Beijing.
So why is it that the smog hasn’t dissipated?” wrote one. Even at stultifying levels, the city’s smog can often be
readily dispersed by strong winds, prompting the government to recently announce plans to construct
ventilation corridors to facilitate its passage.

“When the lianghui happens, the blowhards all come to Beijing. Beijing’s smog is typically blown away by the
wind, but these two days, PM2 5 is still above 400,” wrote another. “There’s only one explanation: what you
guys are ‘blowing’ isn’t clean!”

EQ Committee discusses Ontario County Landfill's future
By DAVID L. SHAW dshaw@fltimes.com

March 4, 2016

Finger Lakes Times

HOPEWELL — When will the Ontario County Landfill close?
What will happen when it does?

The Environmental Quality Committee of the Board of Supervisors began the first of what will likely be many
discussions on those questions Wednesday.

The agenda included a discussion of what will happen when the Operations and Maintenance Lease (OML)
between the county and Casella Waste Services expires in 2028.

The OML is a 25-year document that was signed in 2003.

Tim Jensen of the county Planning Department said when he posed the question to the county legal staff, he was
told the landfill could continue operating beyond 2028 if it has permitted capacity to handle more solid waste.

Jensen said the question then becomes whether Casella continues to operate it, whether another company takes
over, whether the county gets back to operating it itself or if a decision is made to close it.
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“I favor making a commitment to not being in the landfill business beyond 2028. I think 12 more years is
enough. We should send a message to county residents that it will end a certain time,”” said Mark Venuti, D-
town of Geneva. “We should take a position, even though a later board can change. Do we have the will to do it
by a resolution?’’

David Baker, D-city of Canandaigua, said it might be better to commit to closing the landfill when all of its
permitted airspace and capacity are reached, not on a certain date or year.

“We could certainly say there will be no expansion and it will not operate beyond capacity. We would have to
decide what to do with the county’s waste if we close at a certain time,”” Baker said.

Venuti said if the county’s state-approved 10-year Solid Waste Management Plan is followed, the county will
generate much less waste than now and no expansion would be needed.

Committee members said if the OML with Casella expires and the county takes over the 389-acre facility in the
town of Seneca, the county would be responsible for up to 30 years of post-closure monitoring, an expensive
proposition.

Under the current OML, Casella is responsible for post-closure monitoring.

County Planning Director Thomas Harvey said the SWMP is required to be updated and amended over the next
10 years and the future of the landfill could be addressed in that way.

Charlie Evangelista, D-city of Geneva, asked if flow control legislation for waste was possible, limiting the
landfill to just Ontario County waste.

Andrew Wickham, R-Seneca, said a resolution setting a closure date would be premature without a plan in
place.

Committee chairman Richard Russell, R-city of Canandaigua, directed the county Planning Department to draft
a document addressing landfill closure questions for the committee to consider.

Town: Landfill odors, rail siding violate code
By DAVID L. SHAW dshaw(@fltimes.com
Finger Lakes Times

SENECA FALLS — The town has notified Seneca Meadows of two apparent violations, one related to the
landfill and the other related to a rail-siding project on Route 414.

Landfill officials were asked to respond by March 1, but Code Enforcement Officer Dean Zettlemoyer said they
have asked for more time.

In letters dated Feb. 18 to Seneca Meadows District Manager Kyle Black, Zettlemoyer noted these apparent
violations of town codes:

* Section 300-26 (B). Odor. No use within any district shall emit an odor that is unreasonably offensive as
measured at the property line of the use.
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Zettlemoyer told Black that the host community benefits agreement between the town and landfill requires the
establishment of an odor complaint hotline for resident to report complaints about landfill odors.

“As you know, over the past several months, there has been a marked increase in activity on that hot line,” he
wrote.

In September 2015, there were nine reported complaints. In October, there were 10 complaints and in
November, nine complaints.

However, in December, there were 33 complaints.

“In addition, the town has received several written odor complaints over the past several months,” he wrote.
He said the odor is a violation of the code. He required the landfill to either eliminate the violation or file plans
with his office for corrective action by March 1. If Black feels the landfill is not in violation, he was told to

contact Zettlemoyer’s office.

“If you intend to bring your property into compliance with the code, but cannot meet the state deadline, please
contact this office to discuss a workable timeline,” Zettlemoyer said.

If Seneca Meadows does not take corrective action or make other arrangements by March 1, the town may
begin formal action.

» Black was told that it has become apparent that work performed at the Resource Recovery Park — the rail
siding — “differs materially” from the plans that were reviewed and approved in 2007,

“This discrepancy is in violation of the town’s site plan review code. I hereby request that you either eliminate
this violation or file plans with this office for corrective action by March 1,” the notice stated.

Again, the same advisory was given if landfill officials don’t believe there is a violation or if they need more
time to develop a plan.

Black responded to the letters Wednesday.
“Seneca Meadows is in compliance with all of its operating permits and has an exemplary environmental
record,” Black said. “Our commitment to the environment has earned us awards from the EPA, the Solid Waste

Association of North America and Audubon New York.”

He said the company has brought in a third-party engineering firm specializing in landfill gas and odor control
to assess operations and control systems.

“After reviewing their findings, we are currently implementing the first of two stages of recommended
additional control measures and will begin implementing the second stage this spring as weather conditions
allow,” Black said.

He said residents with questions can contact the landfill at 539-5624.

Black’s statement did not address the alleged site plan code violation.

Seneca Meadows leases the rail siding land on the east side of Route 414 to Finger Lakes Railway, which has
installed the rail siding tracks and access roads.
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The Border City-based railroad conducted a tour of the site Feb. 24 for select guests and said it is operational
for agricultural and other bulk product off-loading.

Protest planned:

Six opponents of the proposed Seneca Meadows Landfill contract with New York City to bring its trash to the
landfill by rail, rather than truck, have planned a protest.

It was announced at Tuesday’s Town Board meeting by Brad Jones, one of the organizers.

Called “A Walk Along the Tracks,” the event will begin at 10 a.m. Saturday, March 12, at the Seneca Falls
Library on Cayuga Street. Protesters will walk west along the Finger Lakes Railway tracks.

Participants are being asked to carry a bag of garbage while walking along the tracks. The start and finish lines
have yet to be determined.

Jones said the intent is to voice concerns to town, county, state and federal officials that the community “no
longer wishes to be in the garbage business.”

Other organizers are Michelle LeBrun Eller, Darcy Herron, Annette and Bill Lutz and Jolene Korzeniewski.

Chief Justice Rejects Effort to Block E.P.A. Limit on Power Plants
By ADAM LIPTAK and CORAL DAVENPORT

MARCH 3, 2016

NY Times

WASHINGTON — In a significant victory for the Obama administration, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. on
Thursday refused to block an Environmental Protection Agency regulation limiting emissions of mercury and
other toxic pollutants from coal-fired power plants.

The decision comes three weeks after the full Supreme Court, in a highly unusual move, blocked another major
Obama administration rule that would limit planet-warming greenhouse gas pollution from coal plants.

Opponents of Mr. Obama’s environmental policies were buoyed by the high court’s decision to halt the global
warming rule, known as the Clean Power Plan, reading it as a sign that the court was willing to halt other
regulations while they undergo changes and review. But legal experts said the chief justice’s decision on
Thursday signaled that they might not be successful in further attempts to halt environmental rules while they
are still subject to legal challenges.

“This is a pretty strong way of sending a signal that the fact that the court granted a stay of the Clean Power
Plan was highly extraordinary, and they don’t want to be inundated with these,” said Jeffrey Holmstead, a
lawyer with the firm Bracewell and a deputy administrator of the E.P.A. in the George W. Bush administration.
“I think this is Justice Roberts’s effort to say that the Clean Power Plan is an extraordinary situation.”

The order was issued solely by Chief Justice Roberts, who did not refer the question to the full court.
Chief Justice Roberts rejected an application from 20 states that said a federal appeals court in Washington had
effectively thwarted their victory in the Supreme Court in June, when the justices ruled that the E.P.A. had

failed to take into account the punishing costs its mercury regulation would impose. In that 5-to-4 decision,
Michigan v. Environmental Protection Agency, the Supreme Court ruled that the agency had run afoul of the
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Clean Air Act by deciding to regulate the emissions without first undertaking a cost-benefit analysis to show the
regulation to be “appropriate and necessary.”

“It is not rational, never mind ‘appropriate,” to impose billions of dollars in economic costs in return for a few
dollars in health or environmental benefits,” Justice Antonin Scalia, who died last month, wrote in June.
“Statutory context supports this reading.”

That earlier decision did not strike down the regulation, but it did require the E.P.A. to take costs into
consideration. The question before the Supreme Court on Thursday was what should happen in the meantime.

In December, a unanimous three-judge panel of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit allowed the mercury regulation to stay in place while the agency completed its review, noting that it “is
on track to issue a final finding” by April 15.

In their Supreme Court brief, the states said blocking the mercury regulation “is even more warranted” than the
halt to the climate change plan, because the Supreme Court had already decided that the agency had exceeded
its authority.

The mercury regulation, the states said, “has imposed literally billions of dollars of compliance costs on
utilities.”

But Mr. Holmstead and other experts noted that blocking the mercury rule would have had little practical
impact, because most electric utilities have already put it into effect. Industry groups estimate that it has already
led to the closing of about 100 coal-fired power plants. The E.P_A. has estimated that the rule will impose about
$9.6 billion annually in costs to industry as they either clean up or close down coal plants.

Melissa Harrison, a spokeswoman for the E.P A, said the administration was “very pleased” with Chief Justice
Roberts’s decision.

The Obama administration has put forth nearly half a dozen major rules aimed at cutting coal pollution, and
critics, who have called them a “war on coal,” have sought to block them in the courts.

But Thursday’s decision is an indication that Justice Scalia’s death has altered the balance of power on the
Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court had voted, 5 to 4, on the climate change stay, issued Feb. 9. Justice Scalia was in the
majority, and his vote in that case was one of the last he cast before he died.

U.S. Top Court Denies Bid to Block Mercury Air Pollution Rule
By REUTERS

MARCH 3, 2016, 11:57 AM. ES.T.

NY Times

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Supreme Court sided with the Obama administration on Thursday in rebuffing a
bid by 20 states to halt an Environmental Protection Agency rule to curb emissions of mercury and other toxic
pollutants from power plants.

The action came about a month after the high court put on hold federal regulations to curb carbon dioxide

emissions mainly from coal-fired power plants, the centerpiece of President Barack Obama's strategy to combat
climate change.
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Chief Justice John Roberts denied a petition made last week by the states, led by Michigan, to put the rule on
hold after a federal appeals court decided in December to leave it intact while the EPA reassessed costs of
implementing the regulation.

The states had argued that a stay was necessary because the Supreme Court had "already held that the finding
on which the rule rests is unlawful and beyond the EPA's statutory authority."

The Supreme Court ruled last June that the EPA should have considered compliance costs when it decided to
limit emissions of mercury and other hazardous air pollutants mainly from coal-fired power plants, and returned
the case to the appeals court.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit subsequently said the regulations could remain
in place while the government responds to the high court’s June ruling. The appeals court gave the EPA until
April 15 to come up with compliance costs.

The EPA rule, which went into effect last April, applies to about 1,400 electricity-generating units at 600 power
plants. Many are already in compliance.

EPA spokeswoman Melissa Harrison said the agency was "very pleased" with Roberts' action, noting that
power plants are the largest source of mercury pollution in the United States.

"These practical and achievable standards cut harmful pollution from power plants, saving thousands of lives
each year and preventing heart and asthma attacks," Harrison said.

Environmental groups and 15 other states that had asked the court to reject the stay request applauded Roberts'
action and called on the attorneys general in the group of states led by Michigan to end their legal challenge to
the rule.

The rule 1s "safeguarding millions of American children from poisons such as mercury, arsenic and acid gases,"
said Vickie Patton, general counsel for the Environmental Defense Fund anti-pollution advocacy group, a party

to the case.

(Reporting by Valerie Volcovici; Editing by Will Dunham)

Chief Justice John Roberts Denies States’ Effort to Halt EPA Emissions Rule: Obama regulation cutting
pollution from power plants went into effect in 2015

By Amy Harder and Brent Kendall

March 3, 2016 12:55 pm. ET

Wall St. Journal

WASHINGTON-—The Supreme Court on Thursday denied a long-shot request by states seeking to block an
environmental regulation cutting mercury pollution from power plants, a boost for the Obama administration.

A coalition of 20 states last week asked the Supreme Court for an emergency stay of the Environmental
Protection Agency regulation, emboldened by the court’s unexpected order on Feb. 9 that temporarily blocked a
different EPA rule cutting carbon emissions from power plants during litigation. The state coalition was led by
Michigan’s Republican attorney general, Bill Schuette.

Chief Justice John Roberts denied the states’ latest request without comment and without referring it to the
other justices, a signal that he believed the request didn’t make a strong case for action by the high court. Under
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court procedures, Chief Justice Roberts handles requests from cases in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia Circuit, and may act on requests himself or circulate them for consideration by the full court.

In their plea filed in late February, the states argued that leaving the rule in place since the Supreme Court’s
opinion last summer has caused “irreparable harm” and imposed “literally billions of dollars of compliance
costs on utilities.”

The EPA adopted the mercury rules in 2012, and they went into effect in early 2015.

The Supreme Court ruled last summer that the EPA must reconsider the mercury rule because it didn’t take into
account industry costs before deciding to adopt the regulation. The agency plans to issue a final supplemental
consideration of cost in April, according to an EPA spokeswoman.

“These practical and achievable standards cut harmful pollution from power plants, saving thousands of lives
each year and preventing heart and asthma attacks,” EPA spokeswoman Melissa Harrison said. “Power plants

are the largest source of mercury in the United States.”

The Supreme Court’s order last month blocking the carbon regulation was issued with all justices participating
and split the court 5-4, with conservatives in the majority.

Justice Antonin Scalia’s death just a few days after the carbon order cast more uncertainty over the fate of a host
of contentious issues, including President Barack Obama’s environmental agenda. His absence from the court

wasn’t at issue in the stay denial on the mercury regulations.

Most utilities have taken steps over the last couple of years to comply with the rule as it was winding its way
through the legal system.

A request for comment to the Michigan’s attorney general’s office wasn’t immediately returned.

Write to Amy Harder at amy.harder@wsj.com and Brent Kendall at brent.kendall@wsj.com

Threatened With Rail Strike, N.J. Transit Warns of Disruptions
By EMMA G. FITZSIMMONSMARCH 3, 2016

March 3, 2015

NY Times

SECAUCUS, N.J. — New Jersey Transit warned riders on Thursday that under its contingency plans for a rail
strike it would be able to transport fewer than half its regular commuters to New York City.

The chairman of the agency’s board, Richard T. Hammer, said that officials hoped to avoid a strike, but
commuters between the states should be prepared for major disruptions if there was a shutdown.

“A rail stoppage will not just impact rail commuters,” Mr. Hammer said at a news conference at the Secaucus
Junction train station. “It will have a severe effect on travel in the entire region.”

A strike could begin as early as Sunday, March 13. New Jersey Transit and the rail unions planned to meet with
federal officials in Washington on Friday to try to reach an agreement over workers’ wages and benefits.

Contingency plans include extra service on more than two dozen New Jersey Transit bus routes, which would
continue to operate during a strike, and the addition of five park-and-ride locations, where commuters could ride
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a bus to New York City or to a ferry terminal or PATH stops. Officials said rail tickets would be cross-honored
on buses, the light rail, private buses, the PATH system and New York Waterway ferries.

A slide from Thursday’s New Jersey Transit presentation on contingency plans in the event of a rail strike.
Credit New Jersey Transit

But even with additional bus service, the agency said, it could accommodate only about 40,000 of the 105,000
commuters who travel by rail from New Jersey to New York City each weekday. Officials told residents they
should plan to car pool, leave for work early and work from home.

Asked whether he thought a strike could be averted, the agency’s interim executive director, Dennis J. Martin,
did not sound discouraged.

“As long as we’re talking, I am optimistic,” Mr. Martin said of the negotiations. “But the responsible thing to do
is to plan for this.”

Gov. Chris Christie, a Republican who has faced criticism for leaving the state frequently during his failed
presidential campaign, and more recently to support Donald J. Trump, said at a news conference in Trenton on
Thursday that he was “very engaged” in the talks with the rail unions. But Mr. Christie also said he would be
leaving for a 30th wedding anniversary vacation with his wife on Tuesday.

The agency’s more than 4,200 rail workers have been working without a new contract since 2011. Their unions
have pushed for wage increases and lower member contributions for health care costs, but agency officials said
they could not afford to meet those demands, and might have to raise fares.

On Thursday, the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey warned that a strike would produce major
congestion at the Lincoln and Holland Tunnels, PATH stations and the Port Authority Bus Terminal in
Manhattan. The Metropolitan Transportation Authority said it was preparing alternatives for riders on Metro-
North Railroad’s Port Jervis and Pascack Valley lines in New York, where service would come to a halt
because New Jersey Transit operates the trains.

Commuters have become increasingly concerned about a strike. Sandra Cayon, 46, a secretary who works in
Manhattan and lives in Bound Brook, N.J, said she would consider using one of the park-and-ride locations.

“I'have no choice,” Ms. Cayon said as she rode a New Jersey Transit train leaving Manhattan on Thursday. “I
have to get to work.”

Trains could grind to a halt; 65,000 riders may be stranded by NJ Transit strike

By CHRISTOPHER MAAG
The Record

As transportation agencies regionwide announced plans Thursday to keep commuters moving if NJ Transit train
workers walk off the job — leaving more than 100,000 rail riders seeking another way into Manhattan —
Governor Christie and labor leaders appeared increasingly discouraged about the prospects of reaching a deal
before March 13, the earliest a strike could take place.
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Berry Shore, Intergovernmental Liaison
Region 2, USEPA

290 Broadway, 26" Floor

New York, NY 10007

tel: {212} 637-3650
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Message

From: Rodriguez, Elias [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=46D8875F24F14400A66635B52A773541-RODRIGUEZ, ELIAS]

on behalf of Region2 PAD News [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CB26E0976985441E8BF28159C4856B58-REGION2 PAD]

Sent: 5/25/2016 1:02:01 PM

To: R2 EPA Region 2 (EPA Staff) [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c0b426b5295c4874ae24c7ad1f052dd8-R2 EPA Region 2 (EPA Staff)]

Subject: News Clips

DAILY JORNAL: COMMENTARY: Keep plastic out of our waterways
By JUDITH ENCK

Judith Enck is the regional administrator for the Environmental Protection Agency's Region 2, which includes
New Jersey, New York, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, as well as eight tribal nations.

May 24, 2016

Almost 40 percent of Americans will travel over Memorial Day weekend. in New Jersey, that may mean a
camping trip in Wharton State Forest, hiking a section of the Appalachian Trail or laying out on the Jersey
Shore. Wherever you are this holiday weekend, pay attention to generating less waste and properly disposing
of the waste that is generated.

The sad reality is we are turning our oceans into landfills. Eighty percent of trash in the ocean comes from
land, and 80 percent of this trash is plastic. This plastic isn’t just coming from cruise liners or boats, but rather
is washing off our streets and beaches into storm drains and sewage treatment plants. It is accumulating in
giant “garbage patches” in the ocean. The Southern Atlantic Ocean garbage patch spans from Cuba to
Virginia, and the Great Pacific Garbage Patch off the coast of California is the size of Texas.

I's not just the deep ocean that is being affected. This is also happening to our lakes, rivers, streams and
estuaries. The Great Lakes, for example, have their own garbage patches. In 2012, Sherri Mason of State
University of New York Fredonia conducted the first-ever analysis of plastics pollution in the Great Lakes, and
recently won an EPA Environmental Champion Award for this work.

All but two of the 150 samples the study obtained contained plastic. Nearly 70 percent of this plastic was tiny
— what the scientific community calls microplastics. A NY/NJ Baykeeper study found that there is more than
256,000 of these small plastic particles per square kilometer in the New York-New Jersey Harbor Estuary.
Ocean and river currents and waves act like paper shredders, tearing plastic apart until it is the size of a grain
of sand.

Tiny plastic debris presents a hazard to wildlife. By 2025, for every three pounds of fish in the ocean, there will
be one pound of plastic. Animals can become entangled in fishing line or confuse tiny bits of plastic for food.
They choke on it or are damaged by it. This plastic is unsightly when seen on beaches and shorelines, which
can also negatively affect our local economies that depend on tourism.

The federal Environmental Protection Agency has a goal to reduce plastic pollution discharges to our waters to
zero within the next 10 years. To achieve that goal, we need everyone’s help. This Memorial Day weekend, we
ask everyone to pitch in. For example, use washable dishes and refillable water bottles at your family
barbecue. Waste less, reuse and recycle what you can, and dispose of the waste you cannot avoid properly.
Our waterways connect from the mountains to the sea, and what we do upstream has a global impact. This
Memorial Day — and every day — each of us must do our part.

To learn more about marine debris and the EPA’s Trash Free Waters program, visit www.epa.gov/learn-
issues/water-resources#our-waters

PHOTO CAPTION: Tiny plastic debris presents a hazard to wildlife. By 2025, for every three pounds of fish in
the ocean, there will be one pound of plastic.(Photo: Getty Images/iStockphoto)
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PHOTO CAPTION: Dredging to enhance the Cooper's workd class rowing course and improve water quality
Carol Comegno

MAY 24, 2016, 5:15 PM

Demarest shutting down some school fountains, faucets after iead detected in water
BY DEENA YELLIN

THE RECORD

DEMAREST — Several water fountains and faucets have been shut off in the school district after they were
found to be spouting lead-tainted water.

Recent water tests revealed elevated lead levels in one fountain at Demarest Middle School, seven faucets at
Luther Lee Emerson School and two faucets at County Road School, district Superintendent Michael Fox
announced Tuesday in a letter to district parents.

Water fountains that have been cleared by testing will continue be used in all three schools. Standalone water
stations will be provided at Luther Lee Emerson School. No cooking sites were affected.

“As part of the remediation process, we are working with the professionals at Environmental Remediation and
Management, Inc. to remedy the situation,” said Fox. “They are advising adding water filters and adding
installation of filtration systems. Upon completion of any repairs, we will have those locations retested prior to
opening.”

As of Tuesday afternoon, Fox said he only received one inquiry from a concerned parent.

The district voluntarily tested its water for lead in response to news that other districts around New Jersey had
found lead contamination in their water systems. Environmental Remediation and Management inc was hired
May 6 to take a sampling of the district water sources, and the company released its findings Tuesday.

Lead can flake off or leach from some metal water taps, interior water pipes or pipes connecting to the main
pipe in the street, according to the federal Environmental Protection Agency. The only way to know if water is
contaminated is to have it tested. The acceptable lead level in water is considered 15 parts per billion.

According to the EPA, lead contamination in children can resuit in learning and behavioral problems, lower 1Q
and hyperactivity, slowed growth, anemia and hearing problems. Adult exposure to lead also can be harmful,
leading to kidney and cardiovascular problems.

Bloomberg News
Here’s What Living Near a Toxic Waste Site Can Do to Kids’ Grades

Children conceived after sites are cleaned up do better than their older siblings, a study finds. About
80 million Americans live within three miles of a Superfund location.

By John Tozzi
May 25, 2016Share on WhatsApp

Children who grow up near toxic waste sites are more likely to suffer from cognitive disabilities, repeat grades,
score lower on tests, and misbehave in school than their siblings born after the pollution is cleaned up, new
research suggests. http://www.nber.org/papers/w22263

It's a striking sign of the long-term toll, often hard to assess, that poliution takes on children and communities,
and suggests that the economic benefits of cleaning up toxic sites may be greater than previously estimated.

Industry has flooded the environment with toxins. About 80 million Americans live within three miles of a
Superfund site, under the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency program intended to clean up the country’s
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most polluted places. The Passaic River in New Jersey has been tainted by industrial chemicals for decades. A
factory on its banks in Newark made the now-banned pesticide DDT and Agent Orange, the defoliant used in
the Vietnam War. The area was designated a Superfund site in 1984. In March, the EPA announced a plan to
dredge 3.5 million cubic yards of toxic sediment—enough to fill more than 1,000 Olympic-size swimming
pools—along eight miles of the river, at a cost of $1.38 billion.

Scientists are still trying to understand the consequences of these pervasive toxins, including how people
exposed at the earliest stages of life will be affected years later. Now researchers from Northwestern University
and the University of Florida have analyzed the birth records of children in Florida born between 1994 and
2002 and matched them with school performance records through 2012. They looked at families who lived
within two miles of a Florida Superfund site with children conceived both before and after the site was cleaned
up. Their findings, published this month as a working paper by the National Bureau of Economic Research,
drew on records from almost 4,500 families.

By comparing siblings, the study minimized factors that could bias the results. For example, people who live
near industrial poliution are disproportionately poor and minorities, so comparing them with people who live
farther away might reflect differences in socioeconomic status rather than the effects of pollution. Siblings, by
contrast, share the same household and have similar genetics.

“The only thing that changed the neighborhood is that the EPA cleaned up the local toxic waste site,” said co-
author Claudia Persico, a doctoral candidate in human development and social policy at Northwestern.

Among families living within two miles of a Superfund site, about 26 percent of children conceived before the
site was cleaned up had repeated a grade by fifth grade, compared with about 18.5 percent of their siblings
conceived after the cleanup was complete. The older siblings were also more likely to misbehave at school and
have lower state test scores. For families within one mile of the sites, children conceived before the cleanup
were more likely to be diagnosed with cognitive disabilities than siblings born after1. The results suggest that
the consequences of pollution for women exposed during pregnancy aren't fully evident until years after their
children are born.

While pollution can affect physical health at birth, playing a role in prematurity and low birth weight, for
instance, “it actually seems to have a much larger effect on cognitive outcomes,” Persico said. Pollution can
hurt children’s chances to do well in school even before they are born. "There’s a strong environmental justice
issue at work here, in terms of how prenatal exposure to pollution disproportionately affects low-income
children,” who are likelier to live near toxic sites, she added.

it's difficult to draw firm conclusions from a single study. But if the findings are accurate, cleaning a typical
Superfund site could pay for itself in less than 40 years based solely on lower costs for special education for
cognitive disabilities, without counting any other benefits to society, said David Figlio, director of the Institute
for Policy Research at Northwestern and a co-author of the paper.

“Clean up one of these sites and you might halve the rate of cognitive disability for kids” born nearby, Figlio
said.

Philip Landrigan, a pediatrician and dean for global health at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai in
New York, called it a credible study that "points in the direction” of establishing that poliution causes the
observed cognitive gaps.

"We know that there are numerous industrial chemicals in use today that are toxic to the developing human
nervous system,” said Landrigan, who wasn't involved in the research. “We know that vulnerability to those
chemicals is greatest during the nine months of pregnancy.”

The kind of industrial activity that poisoned the Passaic River and other Superfund sites has largely moved
overseas, often to countries with weaker health and environmental rules than the U.S. Landrigan is co-chair of
a commission trying to tally the global costs of pollution on human health.
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“‘Even as we’ve been cleaning up industry and cleaning up hazardous waste sites in this country, big heavy
polluting industries have been translocating to the Third World,” he said. “Most of the pollution today is in low-
and middle-income countries.”

That leaves vulnerable populations to deal with consequences that researchers are just beginning to unravel.

PATH CLEARED FOR CONSUMER CHEMICAL SAFETY MEASURE
05/23/2016
Record & Herald News, The

A sweeping overhaul to safety laws governing chemicals in consumer products, named to honor the late Sen.
Frank Lautenberg, could be on President Obama's desk by the end of the week now that key House
Democrats, including New Jersey Rep. Frank Pallone, have signed onto a deal.

The overhaul has divided interest groups, with the Environmental Defense Fund calling it "the most important
environmental legislation in more than two decades" while other groups said it could weaken protections in
states that already have tough laws.

"Our concern is we shouldn't be sacrificing safety in New Jersey for more safety in Texas," said Jeff Tittel, state
executive director of the Sierra Club.

In the months before he died in 2013, Lautenberg, a Democrat, was working with Republican Sen. David Vitter
of Louisiana to rewrite the Toxic Substances Control Act, a 1976 law that both environmentalists and chemical
companies say is deeply flawed.

His widow, Bonnie Englebardt Lautenberg, continued to push for the changes and was praised by Democratic
Sen. Cory Booker of Newark at a bipartisan press conference last week as acting as the "101st senator" on the
bill.

The new bill gives the Environmental Protection Agency more power to ensure that existing chemicals used in
consumer products are tested for safety, something that current law does not require. Other changes include
requiring new chemicals to be proven safe before are introduced in products; easier rules for banning
chemicals that are unsafe; and special protections for products aimed vulnerable populations such as babies
and pregnant women.

The House passed an overhaul last June, but the Senate passed a different measure in December. A joint
House-Senate conference committee has been working out differences. Pallone, the top Democrat on the
House Energy and Commerce Committee, walked away from the talks last week, criticizing an agreement
Senate Democrats -- including Sen. Barbara Boxer of California, who opposed the earlier version that passed
the Senate -- had supported.

On Monday, however, Pallone joined Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi and Minority Whip Steny Hoyer in a joint
statement saying the bill gave EPA important new powers, and that recent changes did more to protect states
with tougher rules than the federal government.
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"It is not the bill Democrats would have written on our own, but it is a long-overdue step forward to protect
families and communities from toxic substances," the joint statement said.

Many attempts to pass federal laws have been derailed by disputes over whether states could impose tougher
restrictions than the federal government, or if federal action preempts state action. According to Vitter's office,
the agreement reached on chemicals is that states can regulate a chemical until the EPA decides to take that
specific chemical up. After EPA begins a review, states can ask for a waiver to keep their rules in place until
the review is complete.

Booker, who has said he became a vegetarian, and then a vegan, after learning about the treatment of animals
grown for food, praised negotiators for retaining a provision he had crafted that restricted animal testing.

"Why be cruel to hundreds and hundreds of thousands of animals, vicious cruelty to them, when there's
perfectly, scientifically reliable other ways to do it and not inflict animal cruelty?" Booker said.

EMERSON SHUTS 11 TAPS AFTER LEAD TESTS
05/23/2016
Record & Herald News, The

EMERSON - Two of the borough's schools have joined a growing number of New Jersey public schools that
have been found to have elevated levels of lead in drinking water and other water sources, officials said.

Superintendent Brian Gatens said Monday that an initial test found 11 water sources on school district property
had levels of lead that exceeded the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's acceptable level of 15 parts per
billion.

Samples from eight locations at Emerson Junior-Senior High School -- including older porcelain fountains and
sinks in the cafeteria -- and two locations at Patrick M. Villano School were found to have levels of lead above
that threshold late last week, Gatens said. A faucet in the concession stand at Memorial Field also yielded a
higher-than-acceptable sample, and a third location at Villano School was shut down as a precaution, the
superintendent said.

Memorial Elementary School did not have any samples above the threshold, Gatens said.

After a second round of samples, taken after letting water run for a few seconds, 10 of the 11 sites had lead
levels within the acceptable range, Gatens said.

Gatens said the district hired an independent laboratory to assess the district's water supply in response to the
growing number of reports of high levels of lead in school water supplies in New Jersey and around the
country. The lab tested 98 samples, including samples from all of the district's water fountains and sinks, he
said.
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The district received the preliminary results of the testing late last week, Gatens said. Once the district received
the report, it shut down the 11 locations where unacceptably high levels of lead were found, and they will
remain unused until the district makes changes to filtration or equipment, he said.

The locations in question will be tested again by the same company before they are put back into service at the
start of the next school year, Gatens said.

At least two of the fountains that were found to have high levels of lead will be converted over the summer into
fountains that the district will use to fill up water bottles as part of a plan that the school board previously
approved.

The remainder of the locations will be shut down until the end of the school year and fixed in time for the 2016-
17 school year, Gatens said.

"This is a situation we don't like to have," Gatens said. "But we are happy we can have a relatively quick fix
over the summer."

Since the crisis in Flint, Mich., and after unacceptably high levels of lead were found in 30 schools in Newark
and other towns and cities - including Paterson - school officials have begun testing their fountains and other
fixtures for lead levels.

in the past few months school districts in Bergenfield, Saddle Brook, Leonia, Palisades Park, Fort Lee,
Wanaque and the Pascack Valley have found high levels of lead in various locations. Englewood's school
district preemptively shut down water fountains in its buildings to test for potential lead contamination.

Governor Christie recently ordered all of the state's public schools to begin testing their water for lead before
the start of the school year in September.

PLANS FOR PASSAIC SITE HIT A HURDLE
05/23/2016
Record & Herald News, The

PASSAIC -- Congregation Emek Yehoshua's plan to build a synagogue, school and banquet hall on the site of
a long-shuttered factory on Brook Avenue has hit a major snag.

The state Department of Environmental Protection has declared the site to be contaminated and in need of a
cleanup, effectively nullifying the May 2015 sale of the property to the congregation.

The environmental agency has ordered the seller, the Passaic Engraving Co., to hire an environmental
consultant to conduct the cleanup.
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An official with the agency, Joshua P. Gradwohl, wrote in a May 4 letter to Passaic Engraving that the
company is liable for the cleanup. A copy of that letter was sent to the Passaic city clerk’s office and obtained
by The Record.

"The Department is aware that Passaic Engraving Company, Inc., was a manufacturer of embossing rollers ...
related to electroplating,” Gradwohl wrote. "Both of these categories are subject to New Jersey's Industrial Site
Recovery Act (ISRA)."

The letter is addressed to Elizabeth Schaffran of Burlington, who is presumed by the state environmental
agency to be the head of the company, although it has been closed for many years. Schaffran could not be
reached for comment on Monday.

In his letter, Gradwohl noted that because the sale of the property occurred a year ago, Passaic Engraving
already is out of compliance with DEP reguiations and must act quickly.

"It is imperative that Passaic Engraving Company, Inc., act quickly to comply with the requirement to remediate
the site pursuant to ISRA to avoid an enforcement action," Gradwohl wrote.

Under the industrial recovery act, the state sets the time frame for the cleanup.

Gradwohl wrote that the law prohibits transfer of ownership until the property has been cleaned up. It also
requires that a "licensed remediation professional”" submit a cleanup plan that must be certified by the state
environmental agency. The buyer of the property "may assume responsibility for the remediation of the site,"
Gradwohl wrote.

Congregation Emek Yehoshua is currently before the Passaic Board of Adjustment seeking several variances
to develop the Passaic Engraving property. The congregation hopes to build a synagogue, school with
dormitories, community center and banquet hall on the 1-acre site at 41 Brook Ave.

The lot is in a residential zone next door to a garden apartment complex. Parking is scarce in the
neighborhood, and one variance that the congregation is seeking would reduce the number of required parking
spaces from 65 to 36.

The Passaic Board of Adjustment was scheduled to hear the case on May 3, but that hearing was abruptly
canceled when Congregation Emek Yehoshua requested more time to review "new communications," board
chairman Menachem Bazian said. The letter from Gradwohl is dated the following day. The hearing was
tentatively rescheduled for June 21.

The head of the congregation, Rabbi Yeshia Buxbaum, could not be reached for comment on Monday.

Puerto Rican debt bill includes some good, some iffy
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05/22/2016
Virgin Islands Daily News, The

May 23--V.I. Delegate to Congress Stacey Plaskett said Friday that legislation in Washington to address the
Puerto Rican debt crisis could mean that borrowing might become significantly more expensive for the U.S.
Virgin Islands, "which in turn will mean higher cost to the territory to borrow."

However, "the new bill -- H.R. 5278 -- represents a significant step forward toward ensuring the Puerto Rican
government can continue to provide essential services," she said.

The new legislation is also absent an earlier provision that would have stripped environmental protections
away from more than 3,100 acres of wildlife refuge land on Vieques and basically force Puerto Rico to sell the
property since it couldn't afford to maintain the land.

"The harmful Vieques provision was removed from the Puerto Rican debt relief bill," said Sandra Purohit, a
lawyer with Defenders of Wildiife. "The rejection of the harmful Vieques National Wildlife Refuge giveaway
responds to a massive outpouring of support for our public lands and mounting opposition to the proposal,” she
said. "It is a major victory for people, wildlife and public lands in Puerto Rico and across the nation."

Plaskett said Friday that the best changes to the bill include creating a level payment of the retirees' debt along
with Wall Street debt. "The new bill, however, still proposes to create an oversight board with very broad
powers over the Puerto Rican government, which will have enormous power. It can quash legislation,
regulations or administrative action it believes is not in the fiduciary best interest of Puerto Rico and its debtors.
it also contains the same provision that was proposed in an earlier version of the bill, allowing the other Insular
territories the option of electing to have the same oversight board preside over their respective local
governments," she said.

"The bill mentions nothing about Medicaid, or any other tax relief, nor does it provide any other recommended
economic growth options that will allow meaningful growth, as recommended in the White House road map for
Congressional action to address the Puerto Rico debt crisis introduced earlier this year. The bill deals only with
the mechanism for Puerto Rico's restructuring of its debt," she said.

Plaskett said the option of bankruptcy could prove a problem for financing in all the territories.

"In the past, the bond market has taken into account the fact that bankruptcy is not an option for territories as a
legal security positive fact and it was factored into bondholders' investment decisions,” she said.

"If the language in this bill remains, the Virgin Islands can expect some investors to have apprehensions when
considering whether or not to purchase Virgin Islands bonds, because of this new option to adjust debts”
though bankruptcy, she said. "Because of the increased risk to investors, another ramification may be that
some borrowing might become significantly more expensive in the form of higher interest rates, which in turn
will mean higher cost to the territory to borrow."

NYT
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Overhauling 8 Parks, New York Seeks to Create More Inviting Spaces
By RICK ROJAS and NOAH REMNICK
MAY 24, 2016

For years, chain-link fences a dozen feet high have been a fixture of some of New York's parks, a reflection of
a time when the city was a more dangerous place, erected to protect the children playing inside.

But now, those fences have become barriers, city officials say, dividing a park from its neighbors, and so at
some parks the high fences will be knocked down.

On Tuesday, the city announced that eight parks will undergo ambitious face-lifts that are about more than just
rehabilitation — it is a plan that represents an evolution, officials said, in New York’s approach to parks by
making these public spaces blend better and be more welcoming to their neighborhoods.

Mitchell J. Silver, the city’s parks commissioner, said that besides lowering or removing fences, the plan aiso
involved installing new benches, greenery and distinctive walkways, as well as treating the sidewalks that
border parks as part of the parks themselves. While the high fences were once seen as a deterrent, Mr. Silver
said that creating more sight lines along the edges of parks and breathing new life into deserted patches would
make them safer.

As part of a citywide plan, $40 million will be spent on the eight parks. The parks were chosen in a nomination
process that included commentary from neighborhood residents. Mr. Silver said about 690 of New York’s more
than 1,700 parks were recommended for an overhaul.

“That’s proof positive of how excited New Yorkers are to increase accessibility and openness in their favorite
parks,” he said in a statement.

Those selected were Seward Park on the Lower East Side of Manhattan; Faber Pool and Park on the North
Shore of Staten Island; Jackie Robinson Park in northern Manhattan; Van Cortlandt Park and Hugh Grant
Circle and Virginia Park in the Bronx; Flushing Meadows-Corona Park in Queens; and Fort Greene and
Prospect Parks, both in Brooklyn.

A park’s accessibility to neighborhoods was also a consideration. Over all, city officials have set a long-term
goal of having 85 percent of New Yorkers living within walking distance of a park.

In the Parkchester neighborhood in the Bronx, Hugh Grant Circle is not just uninviting, it is also largely off-
limits, blocked by a gate that is often locked, said Nilka Martell, a community activist who pressed for the circle
to be selected for the city program, called Parks Without Borders.

But as she sees it, the park has potential to be a neighborhood hub, used for art installations and community
programs and as a complement to a farmer’s market held nearby.

“None of these things would be possible with that fence there,” Ms. Martell said. “Lifting the fence creates all
these ideas: How can we activate it? How can we use it?”

At Jackie Robinson Park, a narrow strip of parkland that runs from 145th to 155th Street, between Bradhurst
and Edgecombe Avenues, the fencing around some sections of the park was not a driving concern.

Erin Ratner, a lawyer with three children who has lived across the street from the park for nearly a decade,
pointed out the dead branches she worries might snap off the trees, the toilets and water fountains that rarely
work, and improvements needed on the playgrounds.

“You can tell just from looking that this is not a park that gets a lot of love,” Ms. Ratner, 35, said.

Carmel Gayle, 75, has seen her children and now grandchildren enjoy the park during the 43 years she has
lived in the area. The park, she said, was already essential to the neighborhood. “We can’t do without this
park,” she said, sitting on a bench with a friend. “Young people, everyone — we need this place.”
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On the Lower East Side, Seward Park has long been a respite from the neighborhood’s rush and its human
density. It is a three-acre space, shaded by trees and wedged in a stretch between the Manhattan and
Williamsburg Bridges, where children can clamber up jungle gyms and athletes can play basketball.

it is also a place where residents can simply sit in peace and tear off chunks of a kaiser roll to feed to pigeons,
just as Rosalind Davis, a retired painter, was doing on a recent weekend afternoon.

“There are so few places to escape from all the congestion,” said Ms. Davis, who has been a regular at the
park for years. “This is a place away from all the usual hustle and bustle. It just needs a little love and care.”

Seward Park, considered the first municipal playground in the United States, has long been a place for
recreation and access to greenery for the working-class, and mostly immigrant, families living in the
neighborhood. When it opened, in fall 1903, The New York Times reported that a swarm of some 20,000 eager
children “mobbed the gates.”

These days, the neighborhood has changed considerably, but the park still draws a crowd. Yet, residents say,
the park is not reaching its full potential. They point to the fountain that has long been out of service, the play
equipment with chipped paint and the few points of entry. The park has two gates, as well as a third that is
unlocked when the public library branch in the park is open. Elsewhere along the perimeter, gates are locked
or a high fence stands in the way.

“It's not doing any big harm, but it's very cold and not inviting,” Ms. Davis said. “You never know where you can
get in or out of this place.”

Amy Robinson, the president of the Seward Park Conservancy, which was formed almost two years ago, has
helped lead the campaign for the park to be considered for Parks Without Borders. She said the objectives of
the program aligned with the ambitions of Seward Park’s boosters.

Part of that is access. “As times have changed, we've been able to get one other gate open,” Ms. Robinson
said, “and there could be six gates open.”

But she also envisioned a park that was even more connected with its neighbors.

“The more care that is given to the park,” Ms. Robinson said, “the more people respect the park — the more
people respect the plantings and what's in the park.” And more than that, she added, “the more people use it.”

Photo Seward Park, on the Lower East Side, is surrounded by high fences and accessible through only three
gates, one of which is often locked. it is among the eight parks that the city will overhaul to make more
welcoming. Credit Nicole Bengiveno/The New York Times

POLITICO

Dirty hands: The unseen world of New York's private waste industry
By David Giambusso

May. 25, 2016

On a wet, cold spring night, well after sundown, the ordeal begins.

About 4,000 people, mostly young black and Hispanic men, climb waste collection trucks in various states of
repair and race across the five boroughs to pick up the 10,000 tons of trash pushed out onto the curb by New
York City’s businesses every night.

Two union organizers set out in an SUV for an all-night sojourn, following trucks, watching their practices,
explaining to a reporter the intricacies of how the driver and helper on each truck conduct themselves. it’s not
long before differences between trucks and companies become apparent.
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Some of the trucks are brightly painted. All of their lights are working. The workers are dressed in reflective
vests; they have gloves and sturdy boots. They lift their loads quickly and efficiently, using their legs and
springing upward in a single motion.

Other trucks are missing lights. Their workers wear street clothes with no reflective gear. Some have no
gloves. They bend at the waist, causing untold strain on their backs, tossing the bags into the unforgiving maw
of the mechanical compactor.

By the end of his shift — anywhere from 12 to 16 hours — one man can pick up as much as 20 tons by hand.
One driver can drive more than 100 miles every night.

As dawn approaches, trucks begin sidling up to a transfer station in North Brooklyn, belching exhaust as they
wait their turn to unload the night’s haul into an open garage the size of a small airplane hangar.

Inside, piles of bottles and glass and plastic bags are mixed with rotten food and other refuse. If there is any
separation of recyclable materials, it doesn’t happen here. Bulldozers push the refuse into small hills.

From the ceiling, at regular intervals, what look like large puffs of steam blow down onto the workers, the
drivers and the refuse. They are chemicals, meant to neutralize the overwhelming stench produced by the
piles. If the workers have masks at all, they are the white paper kind found in hardware stores.

When workers inside the station see the union men, they close the garage door.

PHOTO: "As a worker you are treated like the truck. You are treated like a machine." (lllustration by Chris
Arran)

IN THE BEST SCENARIO, A WASTE collector will suffer chronic back pain, joint fatigue and sleep deprivation.
in the worst, his life is what Thomas Hobbes might have called “nasty, brutish and short.”

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics lists refuse collection, both public and private, as one of the 10 most
dangerous occupations in America based on fatalities, far more than those of police or firefighters. When one
accounts for physical degradation and quality of life, the statistics become far more perilous.

New York City’s Department of Sanitation is among the most respected in the country. Its workers, who are
Teamsters, work no more than eight hours a day, are paid close to $80,000 a year and enjoy generous benefit
packages. They collect 10,500 tons of refuse each day from city residents and institutions.

In comparison, the private carting industry in New York City is a largely unregulated enterprise where more
than 100 carting companies, large and small, compete to pick up the refuse of 100,000 businesses. In one
night, some 20 trucks from different companies could visit a single city block, bringing with them all the
concomitant emissions, traffic and safety concerns.

The top 15 private carters in New York handle about 70 percent of the city’s commercial waste. The biggest,
Action Carting, has about 16,400 customers, according to the Business Integrity Commission, the city agency
directly responsible for regulating the private waste carters.

Interviews with workers, observations of conditions on routes and at transfer stations and examinations of
records, reports and legal documents reveal vast differences among those carters that operate in the
commercial waste arena. Many of the companies, large and small, provide decent pay and benefits, place a
premium on safety and adhere to rigorous collections standards. But there is abundant evidence that others,
known by critics as “low-road,” treat workers with a Dickensian level of indifference.

Private haulers say that between the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the state
Department of Environmental Conservation, the city Department of Transportation and the Business Integrity
Commission, they are highly regulated and must follow rigorous protocol. But industry critics say that
enforcement is lax and much of the industry’s reguiation is self-reported.

The BIC was designed to rid waste carting of organized crime, but after the crime families were largely chased
from the industry in the 1990s, its brief became murky. Now, the agency monitors what companies are
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operating and what equipment they are using, but outside of OSHA, the welfare of workers has little official
channel for grievance.

“What's not part of our regulation is the working conditions,” BIC Chair Daniel Brownell said at a City Council
hearing last year. “WWhen there are safety conditions, we’re happy to take that information.”

The Teamsters and a large coalition of environmental and labor advocacy groups argue that lack of
intervention has bred in some companies an insatiable desire for profit at the expense of workers’ and
residents’ safety and decent recycling practices.

In response to protests from advocacy groups, Mayor Bill de Blasio’s administration has committed to a long-
term study of the industry, expected out this spring. Part of the study will examine the potential creation of a
new commercial zone, or franchising, system in which one carting company gets a contract to serve an entire
section of the city.

The private carting industry argues such a regime would kill free competition and eliminate hundreds of decent
working-class jobs. They argue industry critics are exaggerating problems with working conditions in order to
push for franchising, which would likely benefit organized labor. Larger ouffits will likely be the beneficiaries of
a franchising system; the smaller firms fear they will be swallowed up or driven out of business altogether.

For many of the industry’s critics, that can’t happen quickly enough.

SIDNEY MARTHONE, 27, SPEAKS SOFTLY in broken English. He emigrated to the U.S. from Haiti when he
was 21 and lives with his wife in Brooklyn.

For two years, Marthone worked as a helper on the back of a truck belonging to Five Star Carting. While both
members of a truck’s two-man crew are expected to lift bags, loaded with anything from rotten chicken bones
to medical waste, the helper tosses most of the night’s 18 to 20 tons into the steel belly of the truck.

Marthone talks with his hands often masking the still-boyish features of his face. His left middle finger droops
beneath the others. It is missing the part where his fingernail should be.

“The container slipped on my finger, and | caught it,” he said.

On a Wednesday night in November, Marthone was en route with his driver. He had worked 15 hours the night
before.

A dumpster owned by Five Star was the pickup. It was supposed to have a metal pin on each side to latch onto
the truck and get lifted and emptied into the compactor, but one had broken off. That’'s not uncommon, and the
dumpster can still be lifted onto the truck. The crew can’t be on the streets too long after daybreak, so each
stop has to happen as quickly as possible.

The container slipped from its bearings and severed the top of Marthone’s finger. His driver radioed to Five
Star headquarters and, rather than call 911, took him to a nearby nursing home along their route. The driver
spoke with his supervisor again and told Marthone he had to take him somewhere else.

“l said I'm not going anywhere,” Marthone said, recalling the night.
An ambulance finally came and took him to the hospital.

Marthone said he tried in vain to get guidance from Five Star as to how he could pay for his surgery. It was
weeks before he heard back.

The Teamsters Local 813 caught wind of his story. They asked him to speak at a public rally in North Brooklyn
focused on Five Star and its operations. They helped get him a lawyer. It was only then, Marthone said, that he
heard back from the company.

“‘Nobody called me to tell me what happened. They didn’t do nothing,” he said.

In an email to POLITICO New York, Nino Tristani, one of Five Star's owners, denied everything Marthone and
others alleged. “All of the allegations made by the former Five Star Carting employees you spoke to are wholly
and completely false,” Tristani said.
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Marthone has photographs of his bloody severed finger, as well as the broken Five Star cart.

In a follow-up email, a spokesman for the company, Ara Chekmayan, denied Five Star containers had any
pins, despite the photograph. He said the company followed procedures properly in handling Marthone’s
workers’ compensation claims.

i's been six months since Marthone was injured, and he hasn’t worked in that time. When he was working,
with overtime, he said he earned $800 a week. Between November and April, he said he received a total of
$300 in workers’ compensation from Five Star.

Records kept by the BIC show that Five Star received at least 30 violations in 2014 and 2015 — the fourth
most in the city in that period — for offenses ranging from not properly marking receptacles to switching license
plates on trucks and driving vehicles that weren’t registered with the BIC.

Five Star has about 9 percent of the city’s business, according to BIC records from 2015, making it one of the
city’s five largest carting companies. But a company’s size does not determine its practices; small companies
with only a few trucks can follow rigorous safety standards, while larger ones may flout them openly.

“AS A WORKER, YOU ARE TREATED like the truck. You are treated like a machine,” said Carl Orlando, a
former sanitation worker for Liberty Ashes who says he has worked in all aspects of the industry, from hauling
garbage to office work to customer relations. He and several former co-workers have sued the company,
accusing it of wage theft and other pay violations.

“There’s no training. There’s no safety meetings. There’s no gear. There is no taking days off. There’s no
benefits. They don’t even pay overtime,” he said.

He, like others, stressed that not all private waste companies are the same, and that they vary widely in how
they treat workers. But in his experience, the so-called “low-road” companies routinely put workers’ safety in
jeopardy.

Like many workers in the industry, Orlando said he was paid for a fixed number of hours no matter how long he
worked — something he and others say incentivizes dangerous habits. He said he was paid for a 10-hour day
but routinely had to work 12-, 13-, even 14-hour shifts to complete his route.

“You want to get through it as quick as possible, because you don’'t want that truck on the road as people are
trying to go to work, and you have one truck out there trying to do the work of three,” Orlando said. “I've driven
all night, didn’t stop for any red lights, went from one side of the street to the other, on the wrong side of the
street, and | still couldn’t get it done.”

Wage theft is a common accusation against such companies. Three other workers — Marco Flores, Antonio
Santos and Oscar Tudon — filed a class-action lawsuit against Five Star in July 2015 for unpaid wages.

The suit alleges the men “were not paid overtime premium pay for hours worked over forty (40) hours per
week, did not receive wages for all hours worked, had meal breaks automatically deducted from their wages
regardless of whether they actually took the full break, did not receive prevailing wages when they worked on
public works projects, did not receive wage notice or proper wage statements.”

Workers say the companies have other means of skirting their obligations, too.

Juan Feliz worked for Mr. T's Carting for close to 10 years. In 2013, at the age of 35, he was diagnosed with
lung and throat cancer. He now speaks through a voicebox after surgery left a hole in his trachea.

After his diagnosis and first surgery, Feliz said his bosses treated him differently.
“When | went back to the company, | was treated worse than the garbage | was supposed to pick up,” he said.

Feliz said the company asked him to change doctors. Then he said the boss, Peter Toscano, told him he would
have to wait for further treatment.

“Toscano said | had to wait until next year because | had exhausted my funds,” Feliz said.
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As his medical bills piled up, Mr. T’s Carting suddenly asked Feliz to do something it never had before: take an
off-site drug test. He typically took drug tests on site, according to a judge’s ruling.

He agreed to the off-site test, but it was scheduled for a cold day in January. As Feliz tried to get to the facility,
he had trouble breathing. Blood started pouring from his tracheal tube, and he canceled the appointment. He
rescheduled again, but when he arrived there was a long wait, and he left to pick up his 9-year-old daughter
from school.

Mr. T’s fired him, accusing him of refusing to take the drug test. When he tried to collect unemployment, the
company rejected his claim. Feliz filed an appeal.

“They abused me,” Feliz said in an interview. “They didn’t fight for me. They didn’t do anything.”

Thomas Toscano, the company’s CFO, said Feliz was misrepresenting how he was fired. He denied that Feliz
was told he would have to wait for cancer treatments, and he said Feliz was asked to take an off-site test
because he was absent from work.

“This was done on a Friday and he was instructed to go that day. Instead, he did not go til the following
Wednesday or Thursday,” Toscano wrote in an email. “While he did test clean, we do not know if he would
have tested clean on the Friday when he was instructed to go.”

In 10 years, Feliz had never tested positive for drug use, a judge wrote in a decision in Feliz’s unemployment
case.

“We fired him for refusing to take the test when told to do so, and he signed a policy that stated this would be
interpreted as a positive test,” Toscano said.

An unemployment appeals board judge took a different view, saying the Toscanos’ policy was confusing and
inconsistent.

“As the claimant had never before been directed to take an off-site drug test and he had medical issues that
morning, | conclude that the claimant had a compelling reason for not taking the drug test that day,” wrote
Administrative Law Judge Justin Denton in a ruling awarding Feliz his benefits.

LAST APRIL, AT A CITY COUNCIL sanitation committee hearing called to investigate allegations of systemic
problems in the city’s private hauling industry, two workers — Michael Bush and Carlton Darden — gave rare
first-hand testimony in which they detailed poor safety practices, low and unpaid wages and an overall disdain
for workers.

“| feel as if I'm a slave,” said Bush, another Five Star employee. “| feel used and degraded. | feel as if I'm
nobody, but this job is a real responsibility to keep the streets of New York City clean.”

Their testimony marked a stunning departure from the industry norm, cloaked in silence. Workers rarely speak
out, but the Teamsters have encouraged them with the promise of protection from retribution.

“It takes a lot of courage to come up here,” committee chair Antonio Reynoso told the pair. “I'll be there with
you guys through this whole process.”

Only a week later he would be called on to stand by his promise. Bush and Darden said they were fired Friday
following their testimony.

POLITICO New York reported on the firings at the time, and Reynoso called a press conference and protest to
be held in front of Five Star's Maspeth headquarters. Before it happened, though, the two workers said Five
Star had reinstated them. Though POLITICO had reviewed one worker’s termination statement, the company
maintained it all was a misunderstanding.

“They should have never gotten fired in the first place. I’'m still not happy,” Reynoso said at the time. “Even if
they do get rehired, they’re going back to a place that doesn’t do justice to its workers.”
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A report issued this month by the New York Committee for Occupational Safety and Health, a coalition of labor
and worker safety advocates, described the private carting world as one rife with fatalities, injury and wage
theft. But its list of workers killed on the job painted the bleakest picture.

Effrain Calderon, 47, was sorting through a pile of refuse at a facility run by Regal Recycling Company in 2005
when a front-end loader hit him and ran him over, according to the report.

Luis Camarillo, 18, was killed in 2013 when he was caught in the compactor of a truck owned by the Chambers
Paper Fibers Corporation, the report said.

Shlomo Dahan, his son Harel Dahan and Rene Francisco Rivas were killed at a Regal plant in Jamaica,
Queens, when they were overcome by hydrogen sulfide in a wastewater well that was not marked.

Aldo Cosme, 64, died while working at a Cooper Tank Recycling transfer station in July 2013, during a week of
temperatures over 90 degrees. An OSHA investigation found he had been exposed to excessive heat caused
by the combination of outdoor temperatures and the equipment, calling his death “a needless and preventable
loss of life.”

The trade group that represents the carters, the National Waste and Recycling Association, has fought the
allegations leveled by industry critics, saying opponents cherry-pick anecdotes to malign a whole industry.

Toscano’s company belongs to that group, and in an interview, he defended the industry against many of the
accusations.

“This overall is a good industry, and | believe that with every fiber of my being,” Toscano said. “| think the
Teamsters and [advocacy groups] are taking the 5 percent who are the problem and are making them worse
than they are.”

The Teamsters, he said, stand to gain members under a commercial zone system. He argued the days when
the mob ran the industry were essentially a franchise system, with five families dividing up the city by sector
and agreeing on prices for private carting customers. When there was competition, it took the form of gunplay,
rather than customer service or bargain prices.

“The Teamsters are trying to put that whole situation back into play, without the mob families controlling the
zones,” he said.

While large oultfits like his will likely do well, smaller companies that keep the business competitive will be
driven out, he said.

Toscano said he welcomes greater scrutiny of the private waste industry.

“We say, we want you to look at these small haulers more closely. When one of them does something stupid, it
reflects badly on the whole industry,” he said. “I'll compete with anybody out there — but put us on the same
playing field.”

The BIC had been supposed to spearhead the city’s report on the industry and the efficacy of creating a
franchise system, but due to delays, the Department of Sanitation took it over late last year.

“It's going to be out by late spring,” Sanitation Commissioner Kathryn Garcia recently told a reporter when
asked about the report. “We will then develop what the city’s position is out of the data that we find from that.
The department will make a recommendation to City Hall.”

Asked how a franchising system might work, Garcia, who maintains an agnostic view, warned that any such
system would be a long way off. “We’re not at all at the point where we’re even trying to determine that,” she
said, adding that the report will inform her next decision.

“It will give people a real sense of the industry,” she said. “That’s what we’re hoping for — to really get a sense
of what is this industry currently, who’s happy about it, who’s not happy about it.”

THE INDUSTRY ISN'T WAITING FOR the report before it circles the wagons. Earlier this year, a handful of
carting companies that had previously been represented by the National Waste and Recycling Association
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formed a splinter group of their own. Among them were Five Star and Liberty Ashes, along with Boro-Wide
Recycling, Regency Recycling, D&D Carting, Avid Waste System, Industrial Carting, Metropolitan Paper
Recycling and Crown Container.

If a franchising system is adopted, it will likely be the big players, like Action Carting and IESI, that get the
large, zone contracts. They have the capacity and fleet to manage bigger districts, as well as reputations for
rigorous safety standards and decent pay.

Advocates and workers don’t want to wait years for that system to take effect, though. Nor do some on the City
Council who are pushing for industry reforms, including Reynoso, Elizabeth Crowley, I. Daneek Miller and
Stephen Levin.

Allan Henry, who has been in the private hauling business for two decades, is one of the organizers for the
Teamsters who makes the rounds each night, talking to workers. He admits there are good and bad actors in
the industry. He spoke this month at a Worker Voice Regional Summit hosted by the federal Department of
Labor, an outgrowth of a White House initiative to hear from working-class Americans.

He said the size and diversity of the coalition — which includes the Alliance for a Greater New York, New York
Lawyers for the Public Interest, the New York City Environmental Justice Alliance, Natural Resources Defense
Council, Teamsters Joint Council 16 and Teamsters Local 813 — looking to reform the waste industry
indicated the breadth and depth of the problem.

“‘How | look at that is this: If we have a sanitation worker that’s not being paid his overtime, that’s everybody’s
fight,” he said. “If we have someone who lives in the community in Northeast Brooklyn that’s afraid to cross the
street because garbage trucks are barrelling down the street that's everybody’s fight.”

—additional reporting by Brendan Cheney

HH##
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Message

From: Shore, Berry [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CCDB5298240449EBA038932B99491247-SHORE, BERRY]

Sent: 5/2/2016 1:17:06 PM

To: R2 EPA Region 2 (EPA Staff) [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c0b426b5295c4874ae24c7ad 1f052dd8-R2 EPA Region 2 (EPA Staff)]

Subject: Morning Clips

Puerto Rico to Miss Largest Payment to Date
By MARY WILLIAMS WALSH

MAY 1, 2016

NY Times

Gov. Alejandro Garcia Padilla of Puerto Rico said Sunday that he had ordered a debt moratorium, blocking a
$422 million payment due on Monday.

The missed payment is the biggest yet in a continuing series of defaults by the struggling United States territory,
and a warning that Puerto Rico will probably default on even larger and more consequential payments due on
July 1, unless Congress enacts rescue legislation before then.

On that date nearly $2 billion is due, roughly $800 million of which consists of general-obligation bonds that
carry an explicit guarantee by the Puerto Rican Constitution. Missing a major payment on such debt would not
only set off a wave of creditor lawsuits, but it could also cast a shadow over America’s $3.7 trillion municipal
bond market, for decades an essential source of financing for public works.

“This was a painful decision,” the governor said in a televised speech on Sunday, in which he struck a
nationalistic tone and said he had to invoke his emergency powers under Puerto Rican law because help from
Washington was not forthcoming.

“We would have preferred to have had a legal framework to restructure our debts in an orderly manner,” he
said.

Federal law bars Puerto Rico from restructuring under Chapter 9, the part of the bankruptcy code that insolvent
cities and other local governments can use. Lawmakers in the House of Representatives, under the direction of
Speaker Paul D. Ryan, have been trying to draft a special law to give Puerto Rico legal powers to abrogate debt,
something normally available only in bankruptcy.

But the bill is contentious and important provisions are still being negotiated.

The governor said the process was too slow. In his speech he blamed unnamed “opponents of the people of
Puerto Rico,” who, he said, “have unleashed a brutal campaign of racial discrimination and lies against us,”
convincing some members of Congress that Puerto Rico needed austerity

“Puerto Rico needs Speaker Paul Ryan to exercise his leadership and honor his word,” he said. “We can’t wait
longer. We need this restructuring mechanism now.”

The governor also expressed skepticism about a core principle of the rescue legislation: that to get extraordinary

powers to reduce debt, Puerto Rico must first come under federal oversight. Mr. Garcia Padilla said he would
welcome oversight that assisted the island’s elected government, but would strongly oppose any federal
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oversight board that could overrule the government on matters like taxation, or on which creditors ought to be
paid first.

“It could become a public embarrassment for the United States to admit, before the international community,
that while it fights for democracy in foreign lands, it denies democracy it in its own backyard,” he warned.

The $422 million payment due on Monday was owed by the island’s powerful Government Development Bank,
which for decades has raised money for various branches of government and performed other critical tasks. Its
creditors include many local credit unions on the island, which late last week agreed in effect to roll their debt
forward for another year.

But other creditors appeared late Sunday to be holding out for cash. Until the moratorium was invoked the
Government Development Bank had until the close of business Monday to pay, because the due date, May 1,
fell on a Sunday.

Early in April, a group of hedge funds sued the bank, arguing that it was insolvent and was using its scarce
resources to “prop up” other parts of the government. The hedge funds asked the federal court in San Juan to
freeze the bank’s assets, other than those paid out to support the basic safety and well-being of the island’s
residents.

A few days later, Puerto Rico’s legislature gave the governor the power to do much the same thing: to halt debt
payments, to save cash for essential public services.

“What we will never do is put the lives and safety of our people in danger,” said Mr. Garcia Padilla in his
televised speech. “They are, and will continue to be, our priority.”

Another Puerto Rico Entity Placed Under Emergency Period
By Luis J. Valentin May 1, 2016
Caribbean Business

SAN JUAN — As part of Gov. Alejandro Garcia Padilla’s recent order declaring a moratorium on the
Government Development Bank’s (GDB) debt service, an emergency period has been declared at the Puerto
Rico Infrastructure Financing Authority (Prifa).

The public corporation, an affiliate entity of the GDB, faces a $5.1 million debt-service payment Jun. 15 —
interest on the roughly $669 million in revenue bonds issued by Prifa back in 2011. Proceeds were loaned to the
Ports Authority to “finance and refinance certain [of its] indebtedness,” including outstanding commercial loans
and lines of credit with the GDB, according to bond documents.

afilogoThe executive order signed April 30 further states that only Prifa’s Ports-related bonds have been
declared “covered obligations,” pursuant to the recently enacted Puerto Rico Emergency Moratorium &
Financial Rehabilitation Act. But contrary to the troubled government bank, Garcia Padilla hasn’t declared a
moratorium on Prifa’s debt service.

In a televised message Sunday, Garcia Padilla announced a moratorium on the GDB’s debt obligations, as the

commonwealth stands ready to partially default on as much as $390 million due May 2 on the bank’s
outstanding debt, which totals roughly $4 billion.
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“Pursuant to Act 21, I ordered a moratorium on the debt service payment due by GDB [on May 2]. In light of
Congress’s inaction, we were forced to enact Act 21 to protect the education, health and public safety and other
essential services of our citizens from creditors,” the governor said.

Lake and Ley Creek share legacy of pollution
04/30/2016
Post-Standard, The

Two seemingly unrelated events are unfolding in our community, which illustrate two points that the Onondaga
Nation and many others have been making for decades about the intense amount of hazardous waste that
remains in and around Onondaga Lake and its tributaries: One, the decisions about the cleanup of our water and
soil should be made deliberately, with ample time and opportunity for the public to understand and to comment;
and two, when state and federal environmental laws fail to provide an effective remedy for the removal of
hazardous waste, we are passing the problem on to future generations.

To the first point: The Onondaga Nation is deeply concerned with the proposed resolution that reverses the
2011 promise by the county to return land on the Lake to the Nation. This new resolution is slated to be voted
on by the full County Legislature on Tuesday, less than a month after the Onondaga Nation or the public had
any information about it. Why is this controversial resolution being rushed to a final vote so quickly?

Nation leaders' first opportunity to meet with the County Executive is on Monday, less than 24 hours before the
scheduled vote. This vote must be adjourned and a full public hearing should be scheduled in its place.

The Nation has been consulting on a government-to-government basis with the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency to set high standards of cleanup for the lake. On the "Murphy's Island" site at the mouth of Ley Creek,
we have been making progress due to the 2011 Onondaga County resolution. The Nation supports public access
to the lake, but there must be a proper cleanup and removal of the toxins. EPA stated this week that this
resolution could well have the impact of reducing the level of toxins that will be removed from Murphy's Island.

Wednesday's shocking disclosure that high levels of PCBs will be removed from the backyards of homeowners
along Ley Creek illustrates my second point. The affected homeowners were only recently told to not let their
children play outside, not to garden, and to wash off their pets after exposure to the soil. In 1987, a

county Health Department letter stated that PCBs were present, and the levels "weren't high enough to be
cleaned up." State environmental officials have known since the early 1980s that the soil along Ley Creek is
contaminated with PCBs; and yet, today's residents are surprised by the most recent revelations.

Was the public allowed to comment in the 1980s, as to whether they agreed that the levels of PCBs were safe?
Were their concerns ignored? Was the discussion of "safe" levels of toxins rushed through with little public
participation? Our democracy is stronger when more citizens are involved, informed and listened to.

How many residents around the lake and along Ley Creek will suffer harm because of ineffective state and
federal laws that permit hazardous waste to remain? How much contamination is in the lawns and gardens of
private homeowners? Will discussions of a swimming beach take into account the mercury and other
contaminants that remain in the near-shore sediments as far north as Willow Bay? Dredging did not occur in
those areas. Under the current state of affairs, there will always be human risks associated with Onondaga Lake;
groundwater treatment systems on the Lake's West Shore must operate in perpetuity; the unlined landfill known
as the Salina dump has been consolidated, but the waste remains; the list goes on and on.
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The fish in Ley Creek, which migrate to and from Onondaga Lake as well, will never be suitable for human
consumption under the current cleanup plans, yet there is no signage in any language around Onondaga Lake or
along Ley Creek to let people know this. The NYSDOH also recommends that no Onondaga Lake fish be eaten
by women or children, and is currently studying fish consumption by area residents who are consuming high
amounts of fish. This is a public health crisis and underscores the need for a far better remedy for all of
Onondaga Lake.

People need better and timely information from regulators about the exposure of contamination that remains in
our soil and water. Cleanup standards need to be higher, and there must be more waste removed to be actually

protective of human health and the environment. Future generations are depending on us.

Joe Heath is general counsel for the Onondaga Nation, and an environmental activist.

Puerto Ricans leaving island for U.S. in record numbers

By Jeffrey Acevedo, CNN

Updated 3:16 AM ET, Mon May 2, 2016

CNN

(CNN) — Puerto Ricans are leaving the island for the mainland United States at a historic rate.

The commonwealth's Institute of Statistics revealed Sunday the results of its analysis on 2014 migration, which
found that Puerto Rico lost almost 2% of its population that year.

About 84,000 people moved from Puerto Rico to the United States in 2014, according to the report, while only
20,000 moved back to the island, resulting in a net migration of 1.8%.

On average, 230 people left per day -- enough to fill two daily flights out of the island.
The result is the highest net migration recorded in the past decade, the Institute said.
It's the economy

"The economic factor is the main factor pushing people towards leaving Puerto Rico," demographer Raul
Figueroa, who works as an independent consultant, told CNN.

Unemployment, the lack of opportunities, especially for the youth, and quality of life are major factors, he said.
Puerto Rico, now 10 years into a recession, is deep in debt and often compared to Greece and Detroit.
More Puerto Ricans now live in the mainland United States than on the island itself, which eases the transition

of Puerto Ricans who move.

In the 1950s, most Puerto Ricans moved to New York, Figueroa said, but "Florida has been the main destination
in the last 10 years."

Mario Marazzi-Santiago, the Institute's executive director, said negative migration has been a reality for a while.

"(This report) confirms what we had already been observing and anticipating in the past few months," he said in
a statement.
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The Institute's report gathers data from the U.S. Census Bureau and the U.S. Bureau of Transportation Statistics.
Under its status as a commonwealth, Puerto Rico is subject to U.S. federal laws, though island residents are
exempt from some federal taxes. Puerto Rico has a nonvoting representative in Congress.

'The longer I'm here, the harder it is to leave'

Cassandra Jimenez, 24, left Puerto Rico in 2014 and moved to Marietta, Georgia, to pursue a chiropractic
degree.

"In Puerto Rico, no university offers this program. I had to come to the States to be able to pursue this career,"
she told CNN.

With two more years to go, she said she doesn't see herself necessarily moving back to the island.

"I'm not 100% sure yet, but I find the quality of life here better, so I'm more likely to stay than go back," she
said.

Her boyfriend, also Puerto Rican, moved to Georgia straight out of college in 2013 for a job as an electrical
engineer.

"Even before graduating, I already had a job here," said Luis Miguel Soto, 26.

Soto recalled that many of his classmates at the University of Puerto Rico in Mayaguez spent a lot of time
looking for jobs as engineers.

"When construction stops, engineering jobs stop," he said.

Will he move back to Puerto Rico?

"The longer I'm here, the harder it is to leave," he said, making reference to growing wages. "And the more I'd
have to leave behind."

Half million people left in 1950s

For the past six decades, Puerto Rico has looked at the 1950s as a point of reference for mass exodus. Back
then, close to half a million inhabitants left for the mainland.

But most recent data suggests that Puerto Rico may be experiencing an even greater wave of migration, the
Institute of Statistics said.

Between 2010 and 2014 more people moved from the island to the United States than in the first half of the
1950s, when the net migration was estimated at 237,000, according to the organization.

In the first half of the current decade, 263,000 people flew to the United States and didn't return.
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These numbers, said Marazzi-Santiago, point to what may be known by the end of the decade as "the greatest
exodus in Puerto Rico's history."
Settling in San Antonio

Silvia Nunez moved from Puerto Rico to New York in 2015 because of lack of jobs. The cost of living took her
by surprise.

"I had a plan, but it didn't work out," she said.

After trying New Jersey, she ended up moving to San Antonio, Texas, where she finds life less expensive than
in Puerto Rico.

"The wages are higher. Most of the time, you start working at a rate of $9.25 an hour," Nunez said.
She also feels safer, and is paying less than half what she used to pay for utilities in Puerto Rico.
Nunez described San Antonio as a great city for those who are not fluent in English.

"You'll need to speak English if you want to find a better job, but you can still get one without speaking the
language."

The only downside to her experience, she said, is that health care is more expensive.

Teachers add to 'brain drain'

While students make up two-thirds of Puerto Rico's total population decline, between 1,000 and 4,000 teachers
also left in 2014.

A similar number of retailers moved to the States the same year, the Institute of Statistics said.

More people with a degree greater than a high school diploma flew out of Puerto Rico in 2014. Those who
moved back couldn't make up the difference, so 17,000 "brains" were lost.

And for the fourth year in a row, there was an increase in the number of professionals who left the island --
about 12,000 people including managers, salespeople, health care workers and educators, the Institute said.

"In the following years, when the history about the current migratory wave is written, it will be described as the
Second Great Migration, or the Second Great Exodus of Puerto Rico," Marazzi-Santiago said.

The Institute of Statistics' full report is available here.

WRITING THEIR OWN LAW
04/30/2016
Record & Herald News, The
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A group of Ringwood residents is banking on a seldom-used provision of municipal law that could force Ford
Motor Co. and the borough government to excavate 166,000 tons of contaminated soil at its Superfund site
instead of placing a barrier over it.

Organizers hope to trigger a townwide referendum asking if the borough should scrap a plan to build a
controversial recycling center at the O'Connor Disposal Area, one of three major areas where Ford contractors
dumped a massive amount of paint sludge from its former Mahwah plant nearly 50 years ago.

The recycling center is at the heart of a three-year-long battle over whether to excavate or cap O'Connor, which
sits next to a low-income neighborhood.

Although the Environmental Protection Agency's original cleanup plan called for O'Connor to be excavated, the
agency reversed course last year and approved a plan by the Borough Council to build a recycling center on top
of a barrier covering mounds of pollution. Critics say the council and Ford came up with the recycling plan in
2013 to significantly reduce their cleanup costs, which dropped from $32.6 million for excavation to $5.4
million for capping. Ford has agreed to pay for the $1.2 million recycling center.

Federal law favors Superfund sites being redeveloped into usetul properties and EPA officials have said the
capping plan is still protective of public health. But an EPA spokesman said Friday that if the borough were to
drop its recycling center proposal, the agency would return to its original cleanup plan and have Ford and the
borough excavate O'Connor.

Organizers behind a petition drive hope that happens.

"I really don't think anyone here wants to keep all of this pollution in town," said Lisa Chiang, who has
organized the petition. "It was such a shortsighted decision and it needs to change."

Ringwood operates under the Faulkner Act, a form of municipal government that allows residents to introduce
ordinances without any action by the Borough Council. To do so, residents have to submit a petition containing
signatures equal to at least 10 percent of the voters who participated in the last General Assembly election. If
the council doesn't pass the ordinance, it automatically goes on the November ballot as a townwide referendum.

Although 130 municipalities operate under the Faulkner Act, residents rarely use its provision to bypass their
town council, an expert on the law said.

"It can be an effective way for people to get their voice heard but I don't think a lot of people know about it,"
said James McCreedy, a Morristown lawyer who has written about the act for the New Jersey Law Journal.
"The part of government that most affects us is local government and this gives people the right to directly
engage in it."

Paint sludge dumped

The pollution dates to 1967, when Ford contractors dumped paint sludge at three sites in Upper Ringwood
where many members of the Ramapough Native American tribe live. Ramapoughs have reported serious
illnesses and early deaths, which they contend are the result of exposure to pollution at the site. No studies have

made a direct link, however.

The EPA declared the site clean and took it off the Superfund list of the nation's worst toxic sites in 1994 even
though there was evidence of an enormous amount of paint sludge in the area. A 2005 series by The Record
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documented the pollution and prompted the area to be relisted as a Superfund site -- the first time that had ever
happened in the program's three decades.

The EPA had pledged to adequately clean up the site and required Ford to remove more than 50,000 tons of
tainted soil. But the decision last year to allow capping enraged many residents.

Mayor John Speer defended the recycling plan at a recent community meeting saying both the EPA and state
Department of Environmental Protection believe capping would protect residents from exposure to soil polluted
with arsenic, lead, benzene and other harmful substances. He also acknowledged that the borough's liability
drove the decision for a cheaper cleanup. Ringwood is responsible for a portion of the cleanup because officials
in the 1960s and '70s allowed Ford to dump in town.

"I think the borough is going to be on the hook for a large portion of the removal at the O'Connor Disposal
Area," he said in a tense back-and-forth with residents opposed to the center.

One of those residents was Chiang, who started the petition drive the next day. Chiang, a teacher who moved
with her husband and young son to Ringwood about two years ago, said she was alarmed to learn the
contamination would stay in Ringwood in perpetuity.

Chiang said she needed 210 signatures to present the ordinance to the council. An online version of the
ordinance already has more than 350 names, including some Ramapoughs.

"I totally support what she's doing and I hope it works," said Vincent Mann, chief of the Ramapough Turtle
Clan. "This recycling center was a sham from the start."

Because she doesn't expect the council to approve the ordinance, Chiang said it must be completed by
midsummer to get a question on the November ballot.

EPA officials declined to comment on the efforts of the group. Even though the agency approved the capping
plan more than a year ago and Ford is designing a work plan, EPA officials say the plan still hinges on whether
the borough moves forward with the recycling center.

"The EPA's rationale for selection of the [cleanup plan] was based on the borough of Ringwood's intended use
of the O'Connor Disposal Area for the construction of a new recycling center," said Elias Rodriguez, an agency
spokesman. "If the borough does not build the recycling center, the EPA would revert to the original selected
remedy for the O'Connor Disposal Area, which would be excavation, removal and disposal.”

Supporters had planned to mail a postcard over the weekend to 2,400 households in town with information on
their petition. They also planned to pass them out at a community cleanup. They would then go door-to-door
seeking signatures.

"If I had a leaky oil tank under my backyard, I couldn't just put a shed on top of it and say everything's OK,"
said Lad Bell, one of several residents working with Chiang to get signatures. "No, I would be forced to remove
it. The same thing should happen here."

Ringwood residents petitioning to force full cleanup of Superfund site
By SCOTT FALLON, STAFF WRITER |

Last updated: Sunday, May 1, 2016, 9:16 AM

NorthJersey.com: News The Record
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A group of Ringwood residents is banking on a seldom-used provision of municipal law that could force Ford
Motor Co. and the borough government to excavate 166,000 tons of contaminated soil at its Superfund site
instead of placing a barrier over it.

Organizers hope to trigger a townwide referendum asking if the borough should scrap a plan to build a
controversial recycling center at the O’Connor Disposal Area, one of three major areas where Ford contractors
dumped a massive amount of paint sludge from its former Mahwah plant nearly 50 years ago.

The recycling center is at the heart of a three-year-long battle over whether to excavate or cap O’Connor, which
sits next to a low-income neighborhood.

Related: No changes to Ringwood cleanup; EPA backs barrier plan despite dioxane discovery

Although the Environmental Protection Agency’s original cleanup plan called for O’ Connor to be excavated,
the agency reversed course last year and approved a plan by the Borough Council to build a recycling center on
top of a barrier covering mounds of pollution. Critics say the council and Ford came up with the recycling plan
in 2013 to significantly reduce their cleanup costs, which dropped from $32.6 million for excavation to $5.4
million for capping. Ford has agreed to pay for the $1.2 million recycling center.

Federal law favors Superfund sites being redeveloped into useful properties and EPA oftficials have said the
capping plan is still protective of public health. But an EPA spokesman said Friday that if the borough were to
drop its recycling center proposal, the agency would return to its original cleanup plan and have Ford and the
borough excavate O’Connor.

Organizers behind a petition drive hope that happens.

“I'really don’t think anyone here wants to keep all of this pollution in town,” said Lisa Chiang, who has
organized the petition. “It was such a shortsighted decision and it needs to change.”

Ringwood operates under the Faulkner Act, a form of municipal government that allows residents to introduce
ordinances without any action by the Borough Council. To do so, residents have to submit a petition containing
signatures equal to at least 10 percent of the voters who participated in the last General Assembly election. If
the council doesn’t pass the ordinance, it automatically goes on the November ballot as a townwide referendum.

Although 130 municipalities operate under the Faulkner Act, residents rarely use its provision to bypass their
town council, an expert on the law said.

“It can be an effective way for people to get their voice heard but I don’t think a lot of people know about it,”
said James McCreedy, a Morristown lawyer who has written about the act for the New Jersey Law Journal.
“The part of government that most affects us is local government and this gives people the right to directly
engage in it.”

Paint sludge dumped
The pollution dates to 1967, when Ford contractors dumped paint sludge at three sites in Upper Ringwood
where many members of the Ramapough Native American tribe live. Ramapoughs have reported serious

illnesses and early deaths, which they contend are the result of exposure to pollution at the site. No studies have
made a direct link, however.
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The EPA declared the site clean and took it off the Superfund list of the nation’s worst toxic sites in 1994 even
though there was evidence of an enormous amount of paint sludge in the area. A 2005 series by The Record
documented the pollution and prompted the area to be relisted as a Superfund site — the first time that had ever
happened in the program’s three decades.

The EPA had pledged to adequately clean up the site and required Ford to remove more than 50,000 tons of
tainted soil. But the decision last year to allow capping enraged many residents.

Mayor John Speer defended the recycling plan at a recent community meeting saying both the EPA and state
Department of Environmental Protection believe capping would protect residents from exposure to soil polluted
with arsenic, lead, benzene and other harmful substances. He also acknowledged that the borough’s liability
drove the decision for a cheaper cleanup. Ringwood is responsible for a portion of the cleanup because officials
in the 1960s and *70s allowed Ford to dump in town.

“I think the borough is going to be on the hook for a large portion of the removal at the O’ Connor Disposal
Area,” he said in a tense back-and-forth with residents opposed to the center.

One of those residents was Chiang, who started the petition drive the next day. Chiang, a teacher who moved
with her husband and young son to Ringwood about two years ago, said she was alarmed to learn the
contamination would stay in Ringwood in perpetuity.

Ramapough support

Chiang said she needed 210 signatures to present the ordinance to the council. An online version of the
ordinance already has more than 350 names, including some Ramapoughs.

“I totally support what she’s doing and I hope it works,” said Vincent Mann, chief of the Ramapough Turtle
Clan. “This recycling center was a sham from the start.”

Because she doesn’t expect the council to approve the ordinance, Chiang said it must be completed by
midsummer to get a question on the November ballot.

EPA officials declined to comment on the efforts of the group. Even though the agency approved the capping
plan more than a year ago and Ford is designing a work plan, EPA officials say the plan still hinges on whether
the borough moves forward with the recycling center.

“The EPA’s rationale for selection of the [cleanup plan] was based on the borough of Ringwood’s intended use
of the O’ Connor Disposal Area for the construction of a new recycling center,” said Elias Rodriguez, an agency
spokesman. “If the borough does not build the recycling center, the EPA would revert to the original selected
remedy for the O’Connor Disposal Area, which would be excavation, removal and disposal.”

Supporters had planned to mail a postcard over the weekend to 2,400 households in town with information on
their petition. They also planned to pass them out at a community cleanup. They would then go door-to-door
seeking signatures.

“If T had a leaky oil tank under my backyard, I couldn’t just put a shed on top of it and say everything’s OK,”

said Lad Bell, one of several residents working with Chiang to get signatures. “No, I would be forced to remove
it. The same thing should happen here.”

ED_001703A_00000814-00010



Email: {allon@northiersey.com

Cancer-causing pollutant detected in well in Wayne
By JAMES M. O’NEILL

STAFF WRITER |

The Record

A cancer-causing pollutant in the groundwater beneath a Pompton Lakes neighborhood was also detected in a
nearby residential well in Wayne, raising the possibility that the contamination could be migrating under
Pompton Lake to the other side.

State and federal officials say the pollutant — TCE, a solvent — is found in cleaners, paints and other products
commonly used by homeowners and that one of these could have been the source of the pollution that showed
up in the Wayne well. And officials overseeing cleanup of the contaminated groundwater beneath hundreds of
homes in Pompton Lakes have said for years that the pollution wasn’t likely to migrate deep beneath the lake to
the Wayne side.

However, two independent hydrogeologists, who looked at the geology underlying the region at The Record’s
request, say it’s certainly possible the contamination could have traveled under Pompton Lake and then been
detected in the residential well in the Pines Lake section of Wayne.

“It has been in the ground for decades, so it could easily move by tens of feet per year,” said David Yoxtheimer,
a hydrogeologist at Pennsylvania State University. “These contaminants, I have found, can go right under
rivers.”

Indeed, chromium that spilled at an industrial site in Garfield decades ago and spread beneath hundreds of
homes has migrated under the Passaic River and was detected on the other side in the city of Passaic.

Yoxtheimer and John Schuring, a hydrogeologist at the New Jersey Institute of Technology, said that, given the
contamination detected in the one well in Wayne during two tests in 2011, it would be prudent for the other
residential wells in the Pines Lake neighborhood to be tested.

Wayne Mayor Christopher Vergano said that to his knowledge there was no systematic effort to test the other
wells in the Pines Lake neighborhood after the pollutant was found in the well.

“I'm a little surprised there has not been testing on the Wayne side of the lake,” Yoxtheimer said. “Pompton
Lake is shallow and there’s deeper groundwater flowing there.”

The federal Environmental Protection Agency and state Department of Environmental Protection said that while
TCE, or trichloroethene, is one of the pollutants under homes in Pompton Lakes, the solvent is also present in
paint strippers, adhesive removers, rug cleaners, disinfectants, varnishes and paints, and that one of these may
have been the source.

Yoxtheimer, though, said the EPA seems to be “making assumptions about the common provenance of the TCE
from domestic sources, which is not common in my experience.”

TCE was used for decades at a former DuPont munitions facility in Pompton Lakes, which manufactured

blasting caps and ammunition shells for the military from 1902 until 1994, when the facility closed. It also used
PCE, or tetrachloroethene, another cancercausing solvent. The solvents were used to clean machine parts and
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remove residue from metal plates. Mercury and lead were also used at the site, and those contaminants were
carried by Acid Brook to Pompton Lake. Plans are in place to dredge the contaminated sediment from the lake
this summer.

The TCE and PCE, meanwhile, were deposited in lagoons on the 600-acre DuPont campus, and then migrated
down through the soil, where they were carried by groundwater under several hundred homes between the site
and Pompton Lake.

Test wells drilled into the street have determined the extent of the contaminated plume, and officials have said
the shallow groundwater under the homes flows into the lake. Maps show the plume ending at the lake’s
northern shoreline. Federal and state officials have said deeper groundwater likely also travels up into the lake
from below, because the lake would act as a hydrological sink for the area.

In March and May 2011, a residential well on Pines Lake Drive West in Wayne, just south of Pompton Lake,
tested positive for TCE at a level above the state standard of 1 part per million. The state requires such tests
before a home sale, but the actual results and the exact address of the well are not public information under state
law. A third test conducted in July 2013 came back negative for TCE in the well.

Because of the 2011 test results, the Passaic County health department sent a letter in February of 2013 to 129
homes within 1,000 feet of the contaminated well, alerting them of the test results. The department
recommended “that private well owners in this area have their well tested.” It also said that testing wells was the
responsibility of each well owner.

Keith Furlong, a spokesman for the county, said none of the residents who received a letter contacted the county
later about positive well test results.

Many homes around Pines Lake are hooked up to Wayne’s town water system, but some still have private
wells.

Two members of the Wayne Environmental Commission contacted by The Record, including one who lives in
the Pines Lake neighborhood, said they were unaware of the well tests showing contamination. Officers of the
Pines Lake Association, a homeowners group, did not respond to requests for comment.

One reason the two hydrogeologists consulted by The Record thought TCE could have migrated beneath the
lake is that these solvents are heavier than water. “You often see increased concentrations with depth,” said
Penn State’s Yoxtheimer. “These solvents are well-known for being sinkers rather than floaters.”

DuPont’s own test results bear that out. According to the company’s testing data filed with the EPA,
concentrations of TCE have been decreasing at shallow levels beneath the affected Pompton Lakes
neighborhood over the years, but concentrations recorded by some intermediate and deeper test wells have
fluctuated, first dropping, then rising over time, including a test well more than 90 feet deep where Grant and
Schuyler avenues meet.

The geology of the area could also play a role in the solvent’s migration, hydrogeologists said.
The region lies atop alternating beds of softer, more porous sedimentary rock and hard, less porous volcanic

rock, like basalt and gneiss, that were deposited during the Mesozoic era, when dinosaurs roamed. Those
alternating layers, which Schuring calls a “Mesozoic club sandwich,” became tilted over time. Later, during the
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last ice age about 20,000 years ago, the retreating Wisconsin glacier deposited a layer of looser sand and gravel,
called alluvium, in various thicknesses above the now-angled sedimentary and volcanic rocks.

The neighborhood in Pompton Lakes with the contaminated groundwater sits on glacial alluvium. Beneath that
are two buried bedrock valleys that run from the DuPont site in a southeast direction toward Wayne.

The solvents likely sink through the porous alluvium. Once they hit the less porous bedrock, follow the
southeast course of the bedrock valley at least 100 feet below Pompton Lake, toward the Wayne side, said the
hydrogeologists who studied the region’s geologic maps and data on the contamination.

“Gravity’s working, and at a depth of 100 feet below the lake level,” said Penn State’s Yoxtheimer. “If they are
saying all groundwater is rising back up and feeding into the lake or Ramapo River, that’s a very oversimplified
assumption.”

Schuring, the NJIT hydrogeologist, who previously worked as an engineer at the EPA, agreed. “There’s no
question the standard wisdom is correct that the shallow groundwater stops at the lake, but deeper down it’s a
different story,” he said. “The deeper groundwater may not stop at Pompton Lake.

“Having a deeper flow of the solvent is certainly feasible,” he said. “I wouldn’t be surprised if the TCE
migrated under the lake.”

The EPA is not convinced. Bedrock studies on the DuPont site have shown little groundwater flow in bedrock
fractures there, said EPA spokesman John Martin.

Also, there is a high bedrock mound under Wayne, and groundwater would flow from that bedrock mound
toward Pompton Lake, he said. That flow would likely serve as a barrier and keep any Pompton Lakes

contaminants from reaching the Wayne wells.

Yoxtheimer said the flow of groundwater through the fractures in bedrock “may be more complex” than the
EPA suggests. “Chemicals can migrate against groundwater flow to a certain degree,” he said.

Without collecting water level data and groundwater samples from the Wayne side, officials can only infer what
is happening deep underground, Yoxtheimer said.

Email: oneillj@northjersey.com; Twitter: @JamesMONeill

Is county reneging on promise to Onondaga Nation to make lake cleanup cheaper? Murphy's Island at
center of dispute

04/30/2016

Post-Standard, The

County Environment Direction Travis Glazier has said the reason for county's reversal is to keep 100 percent of
the lake open to the public and to put a bike trail across Murphy's Island. That's what Glazier told the legislative
Environmental Protection Committee earlier this month before the committee voted 4-0 to approve the
resolution.

Heath said he will be meeting with County Executive Joanie Mahoney on Monday - the day before the
Legislature is scheduled to vote on the resolution.
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Contact Glenn Coin by email or at 470-3251.

Onondaga County is reneging on its promise to give land to the Onondaga Nation because the county wants to
make the cleanup cheaper, activists say.

The county Legislature will consider a resolution this week that would reverse a 2011 promise the county made
to clean up the site, called Murphy's Island, and give it to the Onondaga Nation. A long-promised feasibility
study that would look at how to clean up the 36-acre parcel behind Destiny USA - and estimate the cost - has
not been released.

"The intent of the resolution is to lower the standard of cleanup for that parcel of land," said Lloyd Withers,
who has been working with the nation to return the land for years. "Here on the eve of the release (of the study)
we see a new intended use being rushed through. It's about getting out of a cleanup of Murphy's Island."

Withers spoke Wednesday at the monthly meeting of the Onondaga Lake Watershed Partnership. During that
meeting, an Environmental Protection Agency lawyer speaking from New York City said the agency is
conducting a risk assessment based on giving the land to the Onondaga Nation.

If the county decides to keep the land, said lawyer Argie Cirillo, the EPA would change its study.

"If it was transferred to the nation, it would be cleaned to the level the nation would use it," Cirillo said. "This
resolution may change that risk assessment because the end use would change."

Studies have shown that Murphy's Island is highly contaminated with toxic chemicals, including mercury,
arsenic, cadmium and lead. Honeywell has conducted the studies and could be responsible for the cleanup costs,
said Onondaga Nation attorney Joe Heath.

The 2011 resolution says the Onondaga nation would use the land for "traditional uses," including hunting,
fishing and harvesting medicinal plants.

If the land was used just for a bike trail, Withers said, the county could simply do what it did on the wastebeds
on the west shore: Pave the trail, and put up fences and signs telling people to stay off the soil.

Fred Miller, a member of the watershed group and of the Nine Mile Creek Conservation Council, blasted the
county for going back on its promise to the Onondagas.

"If I was in their position I would find it extremely insulting to say they can't

have a footprint on this lake," Miller said. "It's disgusting.

County Environment Direction Travis Glazier has said the reason for the county's reversal is to keep 100
percent of the lake open to the public and to put a bike trail across Murphy's Island. That's what Glazier told the
legislative Environmental Protection Committee earlier this month before the committee voted 4-0 to approve
the resolution.

Glazier did not attend Wednesday's meeting of the watershed group. A Honeywell representative at the meeting,
Craig Milburn, did not address the issue.
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Withers questioned why Glazier, and not the parks department, is handling the Murphy's Island resolution.
Withers also noted that the resolution directs the county to file a copy with the EPA and the state Department of
Environmental Conservation.

The resolution was prepared on March 16, although the Onondaga Nation knew nothing about it until less than
two days before the environmental committee meeting April 13, nation lawyer Joe Heath said. He said he asked
the committee to delay a vote, but was turned down.

"What's the rush?" Heath asked. "Why not give it a little time?"

Heath said he will be meeting with County Executive Joanie Mahoney on Monday - the day before the
Legislature is scheduled to vote on the resolution.

Mahoney had supported turning over the land to the nation. In 2012, she said she was working on the plan to
transfer the land to the nation, which would require state approval.
Return to Top

Traces of Pesticide Belie Quaker Oats' Claim It Is 100% Natural, Lawsuit Asserts
05/01/2016
New York Times, The

A lawsuit seeking to be certified as a class action has been filed on behalf of consumers in New York and
California against the owner of Quaker Oats after testing found traces of the pesticide glyphosate in some
oatmeal.

While the level of glyphosate, the active ingredient in the popular weed killer Roundup, detected in the oatmeal
falls well below the limit set by federal regulators for human consumption, the lawsuit accuses Quaker of false
advertising because it markets the oatmeal as "100% natural."

Quaker, which is owned by PepsiCo, says on its website that the oats used in its products are grown in an
environmentally responsible way. "Since oats require less herbicide spray than many other grains, there is less
risk of pollutants and groundwater contamination," it says.

The lawsuit, filed in Federal District Courts in New York and California, contends that such statements are false
and misleading. "There is nothing unlawful about Quaker Oats' growing and processing methods," the suit says.
"What is unlawful is Quaker's claim that Quaker Oats is something that it is not in order to capitalize on
growing consumer demand for healthful, natural products.”

In a statement, the Quaker Oats Company said that it did not add glyphosate during any part of the milling
process but that it might be applied by farmers to certain grains before harvest.

The company said it puts the oats it receives through a cleansing process. "Any levels of glyphosate that may
remain are trace amounts and significantly below any limits which have been set by the E.P.A. as safe for
human consumption," the company said.

A test paid for by lawyers for the plaintiffs, the Richman Law Group, found glyphosate at a level of 1.18 parts

per million in a sample of Quaker Oats Quick 1-Minute. This is roughly 4 percent of the 30 parts per million
that the Environmental Protection Agency allows in cereal grains.
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An independent lab in California did the testing, using liquid chromatography-mass spectrometry, a technique
widely used by medical and chemical labs and pharmaceutical research.

Although testing was done only on Quick 1-Minute, the lawsuit also makes claims against Quaker Oats Old-
Fashioned and Quaker Steel Cut Oats.

Glyphosate is one of the most widely used pesticides around the world. The Monsanto Company began selling
the pesticide in the 1970s. But it was the introduction of genetically engineered crops two decades later that
fueled the sharp increase in the use of the pesticide. Those crops now account for most of the corn, soy, sugar
beets and canola grown in the United States.

Glyphosate also is widely used in home gardens, on golf courses and other places.

Last year, the World Health Organization classified glyphosate as a "probable" carcinogen. Since then,
environmental and consumer groups have begun to focus their efforts on the pesticide, and a growing number of
reports on glyphosate in food have surfaced.

Earlier this year, the Food and Drug Administration said it planned to begin testing some foods for glyphosate.

The biotech industry and food companies contend that the levels of glyphosate found in products fall well
below limits set by government officials. The European Union sets the average daily level of intake for
glyphosate at 0.3 milligrams per kilogram, while the Environmental Protection Agency sets it at 1.75 milligrams
per kilogram daily.

Mr. Richman said the amount of glyphosate was not the issue. "The issue is that Quaker advertises these
products as 100 percent natural, and glyphosate in any amount is not natural," he said.

Oats are not a genetically engineered crop. But glyphosate is increasingly being used as a "dessicant" to dry out
crops to speed harvesting.

The lawsuit was filed over the weekend in New York and California, and, Mr. Richman said, would be filed in
other states this week.

The plaintiffs are seeking refunds for purchasers. They also are asking that PepsiCo either be required to
reformulate the products or disclose the presence of glyphosate in them.

Lake and Ley Creek share legacy of pollution
04/30/2016
Post-Standard, The

Two seemingly unrelated events are unfolding in our community, which illustrate two points that the Onondaga
Nation and many others have been making for decades about the intense amount of hazardous waste that
remains in and around Onondaga Lake and its tributaries: One, the decisions about the cleanup of our water and
soil should be made deliberately, with ample time and opportunity for the public to understand and to comment;
and two, when state and federal environmental laws fail to provide an eftective remedy for the removal of
hazardous waste, we are passing the problem on to future generations.

To the first point: The Onondaga Nation is deeply concerned with the proposed resolution that reverses the
2011 promise by the county to return land on the Lake to the Nation. This new resolution is slated to be voted
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on by the full County Legislature on Tuesday, less than a month after the Onondaga Nation or the public had
any information about it. Why is this controversial resolution being rushed to a final vote so quickly?

Nation leaders' first opportunity to meet with the County Executive is on Monday, less than 24 hours before the
scheduled vote. This vote must be adjourned and a full public hearing should be scheduled in its place.

The Nation has been consulting on a government-to-government basis with the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency to set high standards of cleanup for the lake. On the "Murphy's Island" site at the mouth of Ley Creek,
we have been making progress due to the 2011 Onondaga County resolution. The Nation supports public access
to the lake, but there must be a proper cleanup and removal of the toxins. EPA stated this week that this
resolution could well have the impact of reducing the level of toxins that will be removed from Murphy's Island.

Wednesday's shocking disclosure that high levels of PCBs will be removed from the backyards of homeowners
along Ley Creek illustrates my second point. The affected homeowners were only recently told to not let their
children play outside, not to garden, and to wash off their pets after exposure to the soil. In 1987, a

county Health Department letter stated that PCBs were present, and the levels "weren't high enough to be
cleaned up." State environmental officials have known since the early 1980s that the soil along Ley Creek 1s
contaminated with PCBs; and yet, today's residents are surprised by the most recent revelations.

Was the public allowed to comment in the 1980s, as to whether they agreed that the levels of PCBs were safe?
Were their concerns ignored? Was the discussion of "safe" levels of toxins rushed through with little public
participation? Our democracy is stronger when more citizens are involved, informed and listened to.

How many residents around the lake and along Ley Creek will suffer harm because of ineffective state and
federal laws that permit hazardous waste to remain? How much contamination is in the lawns and gardens of
private homeowners? Will discussions of a swimming beach take into account the mercury and other
contaminants that remain in the near-shore sediments as far north as Willow Bay? Dredging did not occur in
those areas. Under the current state of affairs, there will always be human risks associated with Onondaga Lake;
groundwater treatment systems on the Lake's West Shore must operate in perpetuity; the unlined landfill known
as the Salina dump has been consolidated, but the waste remains; the list goes on and on.

The fish in Ley Creek, which migrate to and from Onondaga Lake as well, will never be suitable for human
consumption under the current cleanup plans, yet there is no signage in any language around Onondaga Lake or
along Ley Creek to let people know this. The NYSDOH also recommends that no Onondaga Lake fish be eaten
by women or children, and is currently studying fish consumption by area residents who are consuming high
amounts of fish. This is a public health crisis and underscores the need for a far better remedy for all of
Onondaga Lake.

People need better and timely information from regulators about the exposure of contamination that remains in
our soil and water. Cleanup standards need to be higher, and there must be more waste removed to be actually
protective of human health and the environment. Future generations are depending on us.

Joe Heath is general counsel for the Onondaga Nation, and an environmental activist.
Power line

would connect Upstate, NYC Permit process for power line project could take 2 years
04/30/2016
Post-Standard, The
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Developers began seeking regulatory approvals last week to build a 260-mile underwater transmission line
along the Erie Canal and Hudson River to carry electricity from Upstate nuclear plants, wind farms and other
generators to New York City.

The project would cost nearly $1.5 billion. It would involve burying two 6 inch-diameter cables in trenches at
the bottom of the waterways to carry 1,000 megawatts of power between Marcy, near Utica, to a terminus in
either Brooklyn or the Bronx.

The developer, Toronto-based OneGrid Corp., plans to finance the project privately and sell capacity on the line
to Upstate generators who are eager to move their power to the high-priced Downstate market, said John
Douglas, CEO.

Although the proposed Empire State Connector line would be capable of transmitting power in either direction,
the plan is to move power south from glutted, low-price markets in Central and Western New York to power-

hungry Downstate markets.

That could improve the financial outlook for Upstate nuclear plants and wind farms, which are expected to be
important for the success of Gov. Andrew Cuomo's plan to reduce carbon emissions 40 percent by 2030.

"New York is going to need a lot more transmission over the next 10 years to accomplish its climate-change
objectives," Douglas said.

Upstate power generators have complained for decades about bottlenecks in the state's high-voltage
transmission network. The lack of capacity limits the amount of power flowing south and east from Marcy to
New York City, where

demand outstrips supply.

But even if the Empire State Connector project proceeds smoothly, it's at least five years away from operation.
OneGrid Corp. filed a tariff application Monday with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the first step
in what is expected to be at least a two-year permitting process. The project would also need approvals from the

state Public Service Commission and other agencies.

OneGrid also 1s just beginning talks with the state Canal Corp. about using the Erie Canal right of way, Douglas
said.

If the company can get permits to build, it will take a year just to have the cable built and about two years for
installation, Douglas said. OneGrid anticipates the line could go into service in 2021.

Douglas and his partners have done this before. He was a co-founder of Transmission Developers Inc., which
planned the 333-mile Champlain Hudson Power Express, an underwater high-voltage line to carry hydro and

wind power from the U.S.-Canadian border to New York City.

That $2.2 billion project, which was acquired by the Blackstone Group investment firm, was first proposed in
2010. It has received all its U.S. permits and is expected to begin construction soon, Douglas said.

Douglas also has developed transmission lines under Lake Erie and in South America.
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The Empire State Connector would be a high-voltage direct current line, or HVDC. It would carry DC power,
which travels in one direction, unlike the more common alternating current, or AC, which reverses direction
periodically.

To transmit DC power within a power grid that is mostly AC power, OneGrid will have to build a large $200
million converter station at each end of the line. The company has optioned 90 acres of land near the New York
Power Authority's giant Marcy substation, within which it could build its Upstate converter station, which
would cover about five or six acres.

Underwater DC transmission cables are installed from huge reels aboard ships. The normal method, Douglas
said, is to use an underwater robot that jets water to displace sediment at the bottom of the river or lake, creating
a trench eight to 10 inches wide into which the cable is laid. The sediment then settles back to the bottom,
covering the cable.

The copper lines inside the cables are heavily insulated, Douglas said. If a cable were damaged somehow, the
line would stop transmitting power immediately to prevent electrification of the water, he said.

DC transmission lines are growing in popularity for long-distance power transmission, because they are cheaper
to build and lose less power along the way than AC lines.

With the projected future growth of wind power, which is produced in rural areas or off-shore locations far from
population centers, the number of high-voltage DC lines is expected to double or triple in the coming decade,
according to Siemens AG, the German technology company.

As a so-called "merchant" transmission line, the Empire State Connector would not be paid for by utility
ratepayers.

OneGrid's proposed line is unrelated to several AC transmission projects that were recently approved by the
Public Service Commission, which are also intended to beef up transmission between Upstate and New York
City. Those projects, which would be paid for by utility ratepayers, could come online by 2019, PSC officials
said.

Douglas said there is enough need for new transmission to support both the AC lines and the proposed Empire
State Connector.

Contact Tim Knauss at 470-3023 or by email.

Lead-test aid bill advances in Senate
04/28/2016
Ithaca Journal, The

WASHINGTON - A Senate panel approved bipartisan legislation Thursday that would authorize $20 million to
reimburse schools that test for lead contamination in drinking water.

The lead-related language, authored by New York Sen. Charles Schumer in response to contamination found by

the Ithaca School District, is part of the Water Resources Development Act, which the Senate Environment and
Public Works Committee approved, 19-1.
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The water resources bill, considered must-pass legislation, also would authorize emergency funding for the city
of Flint, Mich., where the presence of lead in drinking water has made national headlines.

Even if the bill becomes law, it will only change federal policy and won't provide new funding.
Schumer said in an interview that passing the bill "is the first step in getting good seed money."

"We always intended to fight for this as an appropriations bill," he said. "I think there is a consensus congealing
on doing something about lead."

The Ithaca City School District and the Tompkins County Health Department have said lead levels remain high
in drinking fountains and classroom sinks at two elementary schools.

The district earlier this year released the results of tests conducted in 2005 that found high lead levels
throughout the school system.

Nationally, about 350 schools and daycare centers failed tests for lead in drinking water from 2012 through
2015, according to an analysis of Environmental Protection Agency data by the USA TODAY Network
published last month.

The bill approved by the Senate committee Thursday would authorize $17.5 million to create a national registry
to monitor how lead exposure affects children's health.

And it would authorize $100 million for emergency infrastructure improvements under the Safe Drinking Water
Act in communities where the White House has declared a federal public health emergency.

Flint is the only community that would qualify.
Eligible communities in all states would be eligible for part of $700 million in low-interest loans to finance

much-needed upgrades to public drinking water systems through the Water Infrastructure Finance and
Innovation Act, according to Democratic Sen. Debbie Stabenow, of Michigan.

Uncle Sam wants you to clean your yard to fight Zika

04/30/2016

Democrat and Chronicle

"Everyone should walk around their yard once a week to see if they have any containers of water."

Claudia Riegel of the New Orleans Mosquito, Termite and Rodent Control Board

Although the Zika epidemic has been declared an international health emergency, fighting the mosquitoes that
spread it will be a profoundly local battle.

Ground Zero, in fact, could be your own yard.

Public health officials are calling on homeowners to help control mosquitoes this summer by cleaning up trash
and other man-made containers that can collect rain water, where the insects breed.
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With no approved vaccines or treatments for Zika, which can cause catastrophic birth defects, experts say the
best way to prevent outbreaks is to control the mosquito populations that spread the virus. Some even see
mosquito-proofing the yard as a civic duty.

While tipping over bird baths once a week may not seem like heroic work, Joseph Conlon said he hopes
Americans will take such mundane maintenance seriously this summer - if not for their own protection, then to
prevent mosquitoes from infecting pregnant women.

"We need to make the production of mosquitoes in someone's backyard socially unacceptable, the way smoking
is now," said Conlon, technical adviser for the American Mosquito Control Association. "I would like to see a
national campaign, along the lines of, 'Don't be a litter bug' or 'Don't drink and drive.' Allowing trash is not just
unsightly; it's demonstrably unhealthy."

Homeowners are in a perfect position to control the species that primarily spreads Zika, the Aedes aegypti,
which prefers to live inside homes, said Michael Doyle, executive director of the Florida Keys Mosquito
Control District. The Aedes aegypti prefers to rest under beds, inside closets or beneath patio furniture. It may
fly only a few feet in its lifetime, emerging from its hiding place only to nip its victim on the legs, then quickly
fluttering back to safety.

"Everybody needs to do their part," said Claudia Riegel, director of the New Orleans Mosquito, Termite and
Rodent Control Board. "Everyone should walk around their yard once a week to see if they have any containers
of water."

With many local mosquito-control programs underfunded and understaffed, cities and counties say they need all
the help they can get.

"We cannot do it all ourselves," said Mustapha Debboun, director of mosquito control at Texas' Harris County
Public Health and Environmental Services. "We're asking the community to help us."

Although Zika is not yet spreading among local mosquitoes in the continental USA, that could change this
summer, if native mosquitoes bite travelers who return with the virus in their blood, said Michael Osterholm,
director of the University of Minnesota's Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy. Zika is already
spreading among homegrown mosquitoes in Puerto Rico.

Aedes aegypti are tough to eliminate, said Joseph Conlon, technical adviser for the American Mosquito Control
Association.

Females need only a teaspoon of water in which to lay eggs, Conlon said. Mosquitoes will lay eggs in almost
anything: a bottle cap, a candy wrapper, the folds of a plastic tarp, discarded tires, children's toys, the seat of a
lawn mower.

Female mosquitoes cement their eggs to water-filled containers, just above the water line, with a substance that
keeps them from easily washing off, he said. The eggs can survive months of drought, then hatch after the first

rain, Conlon said.

The only way to get rid of the eggs is to scrub them off with a brush, Riegel said. Homeowners also can keep
fountains free of larvae by filling them with mosquito-eating fish, Doyle said.
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In some places, homeowners can be fined. The city commission in Coral Gables, Fla., voted in February to
impose fines of up to $500 a day if people allow their property to become overrun with mosquitoes.

"Everyone should walk around their yard once a week to see if they have any containers of water."

Claudia Riegel of the New Orleans Mosquito, Termite and Rodent Control Board

Study Suggests Aerial Pesticide Spraying Tied to Higher Autism Rates
04/29/2016
Citizen, The

SATURDAY, April 30, 2016 (HealthDay News) -- Children living in an area of New York state that uses aerial
pesticides to control mosquitoes have a higher rate of autism than children in neighboring areas, a new study
finds.

Researchers found that children living in a swampy region in central New York were 25 percent more likely to
have been diagnosed with autism or general developmental delay, compared to children in other parts of the
state.

However, the findings do not prove that aerial pesticides raise the risk of autism, stressed lead researcher Dr.
Steven Hicks, a pediatrician at Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center, in Hershey, Pa.

"This study really brings up more questions than answers," he said. "We need more research before taking any
public action on pesticide use."

One reason for restraint, Hicks noted, is that communities spray for mosquitoes to help prevent potentially
severe mosquito-borne diseases, such as West Nile virus.

Still, the study isn't the first to find a possible link between pesticides and autism rates, Hicks said.

He pointed to a study that made the news two years ago. California researchers found that pregnant women who
lived within a mile of pesticide-treated crops were slightly more likely to have a child with autism, compared to
women who lived farther from the treated fields.

The implicated chemicals in the California study belonged to a group known as pyrethroid pesticides, Hicks
noted.

Hicks is scheduled to present findings from the new study Saturday at the annual meeting of the Pediatric
Academic Societies, in Baltimore. Findings from meetings are generally viewed as preliminary until published
in a peer-reviewed journal.

An estimated one in 68 U.S. children has been diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder (ASD), according to
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

ASD refers a group of developmental brain disorders that affect children's behavior and the ability to
communicate and socialize. Symptoms range widely in severity: Some kids have relatively mild problems with
social interactions. Others are unable to speak and focus on a limited number of repetitive behaviors, the CDC
says.
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Hicks said he and his colleagues were interested in whether the method of applying pyrethroid pesticides might
be related to autism rates.

To do so, they looked at autism diagnoses among children at pediatric clinics in two New York state areas: eight
zip codes within a swampy area where officials used aerial spraying of pyrethroid pesticides to control
mosquitoes, and 16 zip codes that used different methods to apply pesticides, such as using hoses or manually
spreading granules.

In the area with aerial spraying, Hicks said, one in 120 children was diagnosed with an autism spectrum
disorder or developmental delay. The prevalence in areas without aerial spraying was one in 172, he said.

After the researchers accounted for factors such as local poverty levels and preterm birth rates, children in the
zip codes with aerial spraying were still one-quarter more likely to have been diagnosed with an ASD, the study
revealed.

"That suggests it's not just the type of pesticide or the timing of exposure, but the mode of application that
matters," Hicks said.

However, he stressed, there could be other explanations for the link. And it's not clear whether the children's
mothers lived in those zip codes during pregnancy -- a "big limitation" of the study, Hicks said.

Dr. Paul Wang is head of medical research for the nonprofit Autism Speaks. If pesticide exposure contributes to
autism risk, it would most likely be during fetal development -- not childhood, he said.

And while a few studies have now found correlations between pesticides and autism risk, that doesn't prove
cause-and-effect, Wang said.

It's also unclear whether there is anything special about aerial spraying, Wang pointed out. In this study, zip
codes with aerial spraying also had higher levels of total pesticide exposure.

In general, Wang said, experts believe autism arises from an "interplay of genes and environment." Researchers
have found a number of genes associated with autism risk, and children with an affected older sibling are at
higher-than-average risk.

Hicks made the same point. It's thought that genes make some kids more vulnerable to autism, but they also
need to be exposed to certain environmental factors during critical windows of early brain development for the

disorder to emerge.

It's not clear what those factors are, but some suspects include prenatal exposure to poor nutrition, certain
infections and heavy air pollution, according to Autism Speaks.

For now, Wang suggested that expectant moms focus on good nutrition, regular prenatal care and other steps to
help ensure they have as healthy a pregnancy as possible.

More information

Autism Speaks has advice on avoiding toxic exposures during pregnancy.

Shad run gets an early start this year
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04/30/2016
Courier News, The

The 35th annual Lambertville Shad Fest celebrates American shad, highlights local art, has live music, shad-
poster auction and handcrafted goods.

Shad fed the nation's founders, was nearly wiped out by polluters, came back and now is an annual spring
attraction.

Pollution was rampant during the World War Il in the Delaware River, but antipollution laws were passed and
the water quality started improve in the 1960-70's, and the river and its shad came back.

This year, the shad run started early because of warm weather. Fishermen started to catch shad in March,
continued in April, and are still catching them this month.

The 35th annual Lambertville Shad Fest celebrates the American shad, highlights local art, has live music, shad-
poster auction, handcrafted goods, many vendors, food trucks and will be open 12:30-5:30 p.m. today, rain or
shine.

The Bi-State Shad Tournament paid $6,000 on Sunday to John Peterson, winner of the sixth annual four-day
contest for his 5.846-pounder. There were 350 contestants. The Easton, Pennsylvania, angler narrowly edged
out the runner-up, Curt Bloomquist of Phillipsburg, who won $2,000 for his 5.602-pounder.

Shadman John Punola of Madison said his winning trophies from the old Tri-State Shad Contest in Port Jervis
were 8.6 pounds and 8.4 pounds in 1984-85. They paid the winners $150, but the Tri-State contest was
discontinued.

There were bigger shad caught in the 1980s. But now is not then. There are shad in 14 states, and most of the
state records were set in the 1980s.

Charles Mower's state record for shad (11 pounds and 1 ounce) used to be the world record. The Hopatcong
fisherman set his record in 1984, and the current world record for shad 11-pound 4-ounce was in Connecticut in
1986.

Most shad are 5 years old. The young shad spawned this spring go down the Delaware River in September and
spend their life in the sea for five years. A recent Delaware River found 2.1 percent shad were 7 years old, 45.5
percent were 5 and 40.9 percent were 6.

In 1984 Fisheries Biologist Art Lupine said the state record roe shad's examination of the fish's scales revealed
that it was 7 years old, yet a first-time spawner. Roe shad are heavier than male shad. Art passed away a few
years ago.

Steve Meserve scheduled a demonstration haul of netting shad at 1 p.m. upstream of the Lambertville bridge at
Lewis Island at the Shad Fest. Monday through Thursday, his crew netted 22 buck and seven roe shad, in
addition to 225 catfish, 22 bass, and other fish. Looks like the Delaware has a lot of catfish.

Upstream-bound shad travel 6 to 14 miles a day in daylight, so if you don't find them, try downstream or
upstream locations.
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"The Fisherman" turns 50 this month. It's an accomplishment for a fishing newsletter put together by Richard
Reina in his Long Island basement and now has magazine editions in New Jersey, New York New England and
Delaware. Jim Hutchinson is the editor of the New Jersey edition. The complementary digital edition is
thefisherman.com

The 35th annual Lambertville Shad Fest celebrates American shad, highlights local art, has live music, shad-
poster auction and handcrafted goods.

Cleaning up a techno-mess
04/30/2016
Courier News, The

With the evolution of electronic devices, most households across the state have equipment that was once
innovative but has quickly become antiquated and painfully slow. Disposing of those antiquated devices is not
always an easy task, but some government and recycling officials are hoping that will change.

"Some counties have programs, and some don't. There is really no statewide program, which this legislation
would require. We want to try to make electronic recycling uniform around the state, " said state Sen.
Christopher "Kip" Bateman, R-16th District, who along with Sen. Bob Smith, D-17th District, sponsored Senate
Bill 981 that calls for revisions to the Electronic Waste Recycling Act. The bill passed the Senate in March. An
identical bill, No. 4763, is in the Assembly.

"There's a great deal of electronic waste in the street and in the woods," Bateman said. "The proposed
legislation would require the manufacturers to basically recycle their market share in weight."

Bateman said the bill has been around a couple of sessions. Last session, he said, the governor pocket vetoed the
bill.

According to the state Department of Environmental Protection, the Electronic Waste Recycling Act, which
took effect in 2011. requires manufacturers to set up a free and convenient system for collection of "covered"
electronics - TVs, computers, monitors, laptops and e-readers.

In the early years of electronic-waste recycling, manufacturers met their legal obligation to provide "free and
convenient" recycling programs for consumers across the state, but in recent years, with the cost of recycling
increasing, that has not necessarily been the case.

Each manufacturer has a state-mandated collection goal, but after manufacturers hit their recycling targets, they
stop paying recycling companies to handle material, officials say. Municipalities and counties are then faced
with halting collections or using public funds to recycle material.

As aresult, programs have dwindled, and many New Jersey recycling companies have gone out of business.

In Central Jersey, Somerset and Union counties have maintained their programs, which year over year continue
to bring in more tons of materials. Hunterdon County has a limited program, and Middlesex County doesn't
have a program currently, while in South Jersey, e-recycling was halted in two counties earlier this year because

of the rising costs related to trying to maintaining the programs.

In Somerset, Union
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In New Jersey, municipalities and counties are not required to have e-waste recycling programs in place.

Somerset and Union counties have e-waste recycling contracts with Electronic Manufacturers Recycling
Management Co. LLC, or MRM.

MRM was founded in 2007 by electronics manufacturers for electronic manufacturers, according to its website.
MRM's mission is to bring manufacturers together to help provide convenient, environmentally responsible
recycling opportunities to consumers nationwide. MRM provides full service recycling program management
services for more than 40 participating manufacturers and retailers. As of Thursday, 649,169,121 pounds of
electronics have been recycled by MRM, the website said.

According to Paul McCall, Somerset County's director of public works, the county had a recycling program in
place in which residents took their electronics to the vendor for drop-oft, McCall said.

"The contract was up, and we went out to bid," McCall said. "The low bidder was MRM."

The program is free of charge to both the county and residents, McCall added. "It's paid for by the
manufacturers."

Residents can drop off e-waste weekdays at the North County Public Works Facility, 411 Chimney Rock Road,
Building B, Bridgewater, and theSouth County Public Works Garage, 410 Roycefield Road, Hillsborough.
Drop-offs also are typically conducted the first Saturday of the month at the South County Public Works
Garage.

"People continue to bring in electronics, and electronics aren't something you find sitting on the side of the
road," McCall said. "The first Saturday drop-off, we probably get 300 to 400 cars dropping off electronics."

In 2014, 600 tons of e-waste was collected in Somerset County, and 830 tons was collected in 2015, McCall
said.

More information about Somerset County recycling is available at www.co.somerset.nj.us/government/public-
works/recycling.

Union County entered into an agreement with MRM in 2010, before the Electronics Manufacturing Recycling
Act took effect, said JoAnn Gemenden, chief of the Union County Bureau of Recycling and Planning.

"We already had a program in place, so it was easy for them to partner with us," she said. "They agreed to pay
for the recycling of all of the electronic material that Union County collected under their program, and in turn
MRM collects the tonnage they need under the law. We still run the program with MRM, and we never incur
any costs for 'covered' electronics."

The county does pay a small fee for uncovered electronics, she said.

Gemenden said that many counties were doing e-waste recycling years before the Electronics Manufacturing
Recycling Act took effect, but the cost to recycle e-waste has increased.

"We were paying anywhere from 2 cents to 12 cents a pound,"” she said. "Now it's upwards of 30 cents a
pound.”
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The cost increase is due to several factors, including an increase in the cost to recycle cathode-ray tubes, found
in older-model TVs and monitors, Gemenden said.

"There also are less end markets to get rid of it," she said.

Due to the inability to find a manufacturer-sponsored recycling program, some counties have had to amend or
close their programs, she said.

Gemenden said Union County-sponsored e-waste recycling programs are popular, and recycling is free to
residents.

The county recycled 1,961,551 pounds of covered and uncovered material in 2014 and 2,081,421 pounds of
both covered and uncovered material in 2015, she said.

"Fifteen of the 21 municipalities have collection points for their residents," she added.

The county also holds one-day events. An event for Union County residents only will run from 9 am. to 1 p.m.
May 21 at Alcatel-Lucent,600 Mountain Ave., New Providence. For information on Union County e-waste
recycling, visit http://ucnj.org/recycling/.

Costs passsed on

In Hunterdon County, e-waste recycling events sponsored by the county are conducted twice a year - in the
spring and fall.

Several years ago, the market for e-waste was good, and municipalities were able to generate some revenue
from the sale of these materials, said Alan Johnson, the county's district recycling coordinator.

As a result, most of the municipalities in Hunterdon County began some type of collection program, and the
county was the last resort.

"It was working as the state law had intended with there not being a cost of disposal for 'covered' electronic
devices," he said. "When the market was going well, most municipalities had great programs."

But, he said, things changed.

"Recycling electronic markets were not getting the necessary funding from the electronic companies to carry
this out at no cost," he said. "The costs were passed on to municipalities, who got out of the business."

Johnson said one municipality had a market that it dealt with, but it is not returning the town's calls now.

While Hunterdon County doesn't have alternative funding sources for taking on the additional work, it does
have access to state grants that are not available to the municipalities.

"This allows us to hopefully weather this storm until the legislation is modified, amended and corrected," he
said, adding that it's much more practical and accessible to residents if it's handled at the municipal level.

The county contracts with Newtech Recycling in the Somerset section of Franklin, which handles its recycling.
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"We used to take anything with plugs, but because of the increased costs we only take 'covered' electronic
devices," he said.

Johnson said the cost to recycle "covered" electronics has skyrocketed in recent months.

"In my opinion, the manufacturers are not living up to their commitments to provide the disposal at no cost," he
said.

For information on recycling programs in Hunterdon County, visit www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/recycling.html.

In Middlesex County, the e-waste program ended on Dec. 31, 2014, according to a statement from the
Middlesex County Division of Solid Waste Management.

"Between the fall of 2014 and the end of that year, Middlesex County went out to bid three times for a
manufacturer-sponsored program for covered electronic devices (CEDs)," the statement said. "Each time the
county received either no bids or bids that would charge to recycle the CEDs (those items which the
manufacturers are to pay for). These manufacturer-sponsored programs rely on vendors to recycle the materials
on behalf of the manufacturer. Manufacturers should assume their responsibility at no cost to the taxpayers."

"By New Jersey State law, manufacturers are required to collect all covered electronic devices - not counties or
towns. However, many manufacturers will stop accepting materials after they pass the state's set quota," the
statement said.

Some manufacturers work with vendors to collect electronic waste in towns, the statement said, adding that
currently, three Middlesex County municipalities - East Brunswick, Woodbridge and Monroe - have
manufacturer-sponsored programs for all covered electronic devices, although the programs are only open to
residents of those municipalities.

"Middlesex County has and will continue to work closely with our state delegation, especially Sen. Smith, in
finding a fair and equitable solution to electronics recycling for our residents," said Freeholder H. James Polos,
chair of the County's Public Safety and Health Committee.

"While we work with our state partners, the freeholders urge you to reach out to the DEP and to your state
representatives to ask them to pass the legislation and give all of us a way to dispose of our electronics in a safe
and environmentally friendly way," Freeholder Director Ronald G. Rios said in a statement.

According to the county's Division of Solid Waste Management, Staples is accepting computer central
processing units and laptops at no cost but may not accept computer monitors and does not accept televisions.
Best Buy charges a minimum of $25 per television. Residents are advised to call the store to ensure the item
they are disposing of will be accepted. Residents also are directed to the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection's E-Cycle phone number at 1-866-DEPKNOW. Residents also can call the
manufacturer for recycling instructions.

Information on Middlesex County recycling is available at www.mciauth.com/recycleframe.htm. Middlesex
County residents may also visit the DEP E-Cycle website: www.nj.gov/dep/dshw/ewaste/index . html. Click on
the link that says: "Recycle My Electronics," which brings you to a list of recycling locations for CED's

throughout the entire state.

Proposed changes
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According to the New Jersey Association of Counties, the proposed legislation, if approved, would make
various changes to the state's electronic waste recycling laws, including requiring manufacturers of covered
electronic devices to provide for the collection, transportation and recycling of its market share in weight of all
covered devices collected in a program year. The requirement would replace the current law's mandate that each
manufacturer provide for the collection, transportation and recycling of its "return share in weight" as estimated
by the state DEP.

The measure, if approved, also would authorize the DEP to adjust the market share in weight obligation based
upon the total weight in pounds actually collected in each program year, change the definition of "consumer" to
include state entities, school districts and local government, and add fax machines and printers as covered

devices.

The proposed legislation also would allow the DEP to establish a statewide standard program to collect,
transport and recycle devices, while streamlining the DEP's planning and reporting requirements.

According to Guy Watson with the DEP's Bureau of Recycling and Hazardous Waste Management, under the
Electronic Waste Management Act, in excess of 53 million pounds of "covered" electronic devices are collected
in the state each year.

"Manufacturers with a market share that is greater than 0.01 percent are given an obligation," he said. "They are
responsible for recycling their market share. They must register and submit a plan. They must tell us who will

be handling their recycling."

There are about a dozen recyclers in the state, but by and large they are not part of the manufacturers' recycling
programs, Watson said.

Manufacturers are free to choose the recycler they want as long as they are properly certified, he said.

Watson said this year has been difficult.

"A lot of manufacturers have made changes to who they are dealing with - in terms of authorized recyclers - and
there has been some disruption," he said. "We have dealing with some of these manufacturers on a daily basis.
We have been dealing with the recyclers, and they are adding programs.”

There are a lot of manufacturers with a small amount of obligation "that we are chasing every year," he said.

Under the proposed legislation, manufacturers would be assessed a shortfall penalty for noncompliance, he said.

"The fee would be used to pay for the recycling of that material to make sure the material gets recycled and
somebody is compensated for it," he said.

Another problem with the current legislation is that manufacturers are given an estimate of how much they must
collect. "Once they reach their goal, the collection stops," he said.

Under the proposed legislation, manufacturers would not be able to close their collection locations during the
year, Watson said.

Makers' response
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Walter Alcorn, vice president for environmental affairs for the Consumer Technology Association, said the
recycling issue is twofold.

"Recycling markets are not good," he said. "Commodity prices are down for things like metals and glass, and
that puts strain on all the recycling systems. In New Jersey, the fight is primarily about who will control the
recycling system. The question is if manufacturers are paying for it, should manufacturers be able to choose the
recyclers that they work with or should the state run the program. That's the big fight now with the legislation."

While manufacturers don't like the legislation that has been proposed, Alcorn said "we are willing to and have
sat down with stakeholders in New Jersey to try to figure out solutions to some of these problems that have been
raised."

Staff Writer Susan Loyer: 732-565-7243; sloyer(@gannettnj.com

Inside

Central Jersey entrepreneur calls for e-waste reforms. Page 3A

See a video of electronics recycling in action at Newtech Recycling in Franklin on your desktop or mobile

device at www.mycentraljersey.com
Return to Top

Study: US ol field source of global uptick in air pollution
By Michael Biesecker and Matthew Brown, Associated Press
Updated 6:50 am, Monday, May 2, 2016

Time Union

WASHINGTON (AP) — An oil and natural gas field in the western United States is largely responsible for a
global uptick of the air pollutant ethane, according to a new study.

The team led by researchers at the University of Michigan found that fossil fuel production at the Bakken
Formation in North Dakota and Montana is emitting roughly 2 percent of the ethane detected in the Earth's
atmosphere.

Along with its chemical cousin methane, ethane is a hydrocarbon that is a significant component of natural gas.
Once in the atmosphere, ethane reacts with sunlight to form ozone, which can trigger asthma attacks and other
respiratory problems, especially in children and the elderly. Ethane pollution can also harm agricultural crops.
Ozone also ranks as the third-largest contributor to human-caused global warming after carbon dioxide and
methane.

"We didn't expect one region to have such a global influence," said Eric Kort, lead author of the study and an
assistant professor of climatic science at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.

The study was launched after a mountaintop sensor in the European Alps began registering surprising spikes in
ethane concentrations in the atmosphere starting in 2010, following decades of declines. The increase, which
has continued over the last five years, was noted at the same time new horizontal drilling and hydraulic
fracturing techniques were fueling a boom of oil and gas production from previously inaccessible shale rock
formations in the United States.
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Searching for the source of the ethane, an aircraft from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
in 2014 sampled air from directly overhead and downwind of drilling rigs in the Bakken region. Those
measurements showed ethane emissions far higher than what was being reported to the government by oil and
gas companies.

The findings solve an atmospheric mystery — where that extra ethane was coming from, said Colm Sweeney, a
study co-author from the Cooperative Institute for Research in Environmental Sciences at the University of
Colorado in Boulder.

The researchers said other U.S. oil and gas fields, especially the Eagle Ford in Texas, are also likely
contributing to the global rise in ethane concentrations. Ethane gets into the air through leaks from drilling rigs,
gas storage facilities and pipelines, as well as from intentional venting and gas burnoffs from extraction
operations.

"We need to take these regions into account because it could really be impacting air quality in a way that might
matter across North America," Kort said.

Helping drive the high emission levels from the Bakken has been the oil field's meteoric growth. Efforts to
install and maintain equipment to capture ethane and other volatile gases before they can escape have lagged
behind drilling, said North Dakota Environmental Health Chief Dave Glatt.

Glatt's agency has stepped up enforcement efforts in response. Last year, the state purchased a specialized
camera that can detect so-called fugitive gas emissions as they escape from uncontained oil storage tanks, leaky
pipelines, processing facilities and other sources.

"You're able to see what the naked eye can't and it reveals emissions sources you didn't know where there,"
Glatt said. "It's a game changer. A lot of the companies thought they were in good shape, and they looked
through the camera and saw they weren't."

Regulators at the Environmental Protection Agency were reviewing the study's results. Spokeswoman Laura
Allen said Friday that new clean air rules recently announced by the Obama administration to curb climate-
warming methane leaks from oil and gas drilling operations should also help address the harmful ethane
emissions.

There are other ways ethane gets into the atmosphere — including wildfires and natural seepage from
underground gas reserves. But fossil fuel extraction is the dominant source, accounting for roughly 60 to 70
percent of global emissions, according to a 2013 study from researchers at the University of California.

Find a better route for Constitution Pipeline

04/29/2016

Ithaca Journal, The

The flaws were fatal in a proposal to build the 124-mile natural gas Constitution Pipeline across New York.

This is apparent in the notice of permit denial a week ago from the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation.

ED_001703A_00000814-00031



In its denial, the DEC told the Constitution Pipeline Co. that the applicant "has not supplied sufficient
information for the department to be reasonably assured that the state's water quality standards would be met
during construction and operation of the proposed pipeline."

The pipeline, as proposed, would disturb 251 streams, 87 of them supporting trout or trout spawning, according
to the DEC's denial. Constitution - whose pipeline would go through Broome, Chenango, Delaware and
Schoharie counties and into Pennsylvania - has vowed to fight a battle in the courts.

Our stand here is not to support or oppose this particular project, which would get relatively inexpensive natural
gas to New York customers. However, we urge both the state and Constitution to figure out other options to
install a pipeline.

As the state's denial noted, the DEC "repeatedly asked" Constitution to offer other routes with less effect on
water resources. Rather than propose a new right-of-way for the pipeline, the company could have proposed
locating on an existing New York Department of Transportation area along Interstate 88.

Major employers in upstate New York and the Southern Tier rely on natural gas. Manufacturers that might be
lured to move to other states have said the cost of natural gas is a key expense in making their products.

Don't hobble this region's chance for economic recovery - and the potential for employment growth at existing
and new businesses.

Find a way to get the relatively inexpensive natural gas to our industries using a route that will produce the least
harm to the environment. And do so quickly.

Smog May Boost Risk for Several Cancers
04/28/2016
Citizen, The

FRIDAY, April 29, 2016 (HealthDay News) -- Long-term exposure to fine particles of air pollution -- from
cars, trucks, power plants and manufacturing facilities -- is tied to an increased risk of dying from several kinds
of cancer, a new study suggests.

"Air pollution remains a clear, modifiable public health concern," said researcher G. Neil Thomas, a reader in
epidemiology at the University of Birmingham in England.

"Put simply, the more of these particulates there are in the air, the greater the risk of getting these cancers,"
Thomas said, although the study did not prove the particles actually cause cancer.

The study, involving more than 66,000 older residents of Hong Kong, found an increased risk of dying from
cancer for even small increases in exposure to these tiny particles of air pollution, which are measured in
micrograms per cubic meter (mcg/m3). For example, the overall risk of dying from cancer increased 22 percent
with every additional 10 mcg/m3 of exposure, the researchers said.

The raised risk seemed higher for some cancers than others: The additional air pollution was linked to a 42

percent rise in the risk of dying from cancer in the upper digestive tract, and a 35 percent increased risk of dying
from liver, bile duct, gall bladder and pancreatic cancer, the researchers said.
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Among women, the increased exposure was tied to an 80 percent heightened risk of dying from breast cancer.
Among men, the higher pollution levels carried a 36 percent increased risk of dying of lung cancer, the study
authors said.

"This study, combined with existing research, suggests that other urban populations may carry the same risks,"
Thomas said. "The implications for other similar cities around the world are that pollution must be reduced as
much and as fast as possible."

Although the role of air pollution in cancer is not fully understood, it could include defects in DNA repair,
alterations in the immune response or inflammation that triggers the growth of new blood vessels that allow
cancer to spread, Thomas said. In cancer of the digestive organs, heavy metal pollution could also affect gut
bacteria and promote development of cancer, he suggested.

In the study, it was not known whether any of the people had cancer before the study began. Researchers
followed the residents until 2011. Causes of deaths were provided by Hong Kong death registries.

To gauge the exposure to tiny particles of air pollution, the researchers relied on estimates from satellite data
and air quality monitors. The researchers also adjusted their findings for smoking, and excluded deaths that
happened up to three years after people were enrolled in the study.

The study findings show how pervasive the harms of air pollution are, two experts said.

"This study adds to a growing body of evidence that air pollution may be associated with cancers other than
lung cancer," said Susan Gapstur, vice president for epidemiology at the American Cancer Society.

Ted Brasky, a cancer control researcher at Ohio State University's Comprehensive Cancer Center, said the
effect of fine particle air pollution on cancer deaths is probably larger than this study was able to show.

"These data imply that if we were to have less environmental pollution, you would have lower risks of dying
from cancer," Brasky said. "Air pollution doesn't just increase the risk for asthma, lung cancer and heart disease,
but might also increase the risk of dying from cancer."

Thomas said the solution is simple.

"We should therefore be aiming to limit our exposure, for instance, through legislation to force machine
manufacturers, particularly for cars and trucks, into maximizing engine efficiencies that will minimize such

particulates in exhaust gases and switching to non-fossil fueled engines," he said.

The study findings were published online April 29 in the journal Cancer Epidemiology, Biomarkers &
Prevention.

The risk of death from cancer is not the only harm that air pollution has been tied to recently.
A study published April 27 in the journal Environmental Health Perspectives found that being exposed to just a
small amount of air pollution during pregnancy may raise the risk of a complication that can cause premature

birth and long-term health problems in children.

More information
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For more on pollution and cancer, visit the American Cancer Society.
Return to Top

Regulators and environmentalists disagree over the risk from flood-related oil and chemical spills in
Texas.

By Marty Schladen

April 30, 2016

El Paso Times

AUSTIN — Scores of photographs taken by state emergency-management officials show that when floodwaters
rise in Texas, they inundate oil wells and fracking sites, sweeping crude and noxious chemicals into rivers
throughout the Lone Star State.

Most recently, rainbow sheens and caramel plumes can be seen radiating from tipped tanks and flooded
production pads during the March flood of the Sabine River, which forms much of the state’s boundary with
Louisiana. Similar scenes are visible in photos from last year’s floods of the Trinity, Red, and Colorado rivers.

But despite apparent evidence that spills have been routine in recent floods, Texas' regulator, the Railroad
Commission of Texas, contends that it has responded effectively.

“I’'m confident that once the agency is notified, we’re taking appropriate measures,” Rich Parsons, the
commission’s communications director, said last week.

Scientists and environmental groups aren’t as confident.

“In other areas, cattle that drank the fracking fluid actually died an hour after drinking it. There are potential
carcinogens that can lead to leukemia, brain cancer and other endocrine disruptors that can affect premature
births.”

Walter Tsou

They worry that as floodwaters rage, harmful substances are swept downstream into the environment — and,
possibly, drinking-water supplies — before Railroad Commission inspectors can reach the site of the spills.

“They’re looking after the fact at what might have happened,” said Ken Kramer, water resources chairman of
the Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club. “Because of that, it’s pretty hard to figure out exactly what happened.”

It’s hard to draw definite conclusions simply by looking at photographs, but after reviewing a few, one expert
said the spills could be deadly.

“That’s a potential disaster,” said Walter Tsou, a physician and past president of the American Public Health
Association. He published an article about the possible risks posed by fracking fluids on the website of the
Environmental Health Policy Institute, an arm of the group Physicians for Social Responsibility.

“I'm sure it will get into the groundwater and streams and creeks,” Tsou said of photos depicting oil plumes and
inundated wastewater ponds. “In other areas, cattle that drank the fracking fluid actually died an hour after
drinking it. There are potential carcinogens that can lead to leukemia, brain cancer and other endocrine
disruptors that can affect premature births. So it is not good to drink fracked wastewater.”
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A series of photos were shot by the Texas Wing of the Civil Air Patrol when the Texas Department of Public
Safety activated the State Operations Center during recent major flooding. The surveillance is directed by the
Mid-American Geospatial Information Center at the University of Texas at Austin, which posts photos from
recent floods on its website.

As emergency managers identify photographic evidence of flood-related spills, they notify the appropriate state
agency, said DPS spokesman Tom Vinger.

“Based on the particular circumstances, agencies that could be notified in a scenario involving a potential spill
include the Texas Railroad Commission, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality or the Texas

General Land Office,” Vinger said in an email.

In the case of spills from inland oil-and-gas production sites, the Railroad Commission is the responsible
agency, TCEQ spokeswoman Andrea Morrow said.

Once notified of a spill, the Railroad Commission reacts quickly, spokeswoman Ramona Nye said.

“If a release or spill is identified, the agency dispatches an inspector to investigate,” she said. “Alleged
violations are documented and appropriate action is taken based on the nature of the alleged violation.”

Despite the many photos of apparent spills in the past three years, Nye did not provide any examples of
enforcement actions taken against energy producers whose sites leaked during severe floods.

“It is possible alleged violations could be identified as a result of a severe weather event, but we track and
enforce violations based on commission rules, not specific weather events,” Nye said.

“It is possible alleged violations could be identified as a result of a severe weather event, but we track and
enforce violations based on commission rules, not specific weather events.”

Railroad Commission Spokeswoman Ramona Nye

In the case of one spill, Nye described her agency’s response.

The photograph was taken June 8 on the Lower Trinity River about six miles northeast of Midway, Texas. It
shows a production site with 11 tall, tan tanks.

Floodwaters swamped the berm around the pad. Inside, most of the water is black, but as it is it carried away, it

swirls in caramel plumes.

Photographs taken just downstream the same day show heavy, dark plumes flowing into and through flooded
groves of trees.

A railroad commission inspection report dated July 16 — more than a month after the photos were taken —
describes what was done in response to the spill.

Describing the well site itself, the report says, “Free oil picked up and berm was pressure washed. Soil inside
firewall is being remediated.”

Referring to a downstream grove of trees, it says, “Remediation of tree-line area of pecan trees near well 700 is
finished.”
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Contamination questions

The report doesn’t mention oil and chemicals that might have washed farther downstream. Nor does it say how
much oil or other substances might have left the well site during the flooding.

Of the other photos the Railroad Commission reviewed, it said one — shot during last month’s flooding on the
Sabine River — was of a leaking facility in Louisiana on the east side of the waterway. Another, showing a
brown penumbra around a tank during last year’s Red River floods, contained no evidence of an oil spill, Nye
said.

“They don’t enforce. They don’t fine. But they do whine about needing more money from the Legislature.”

Despite its assurances, the commission has long been accused of being soft on the industry it’s supposed to
regulate.

Lon Burnham is a former Democratic state representative from Fort Worth who unsuccessfully sought his
party’s nomination to an open seat on the three-member commission earlier this year. He said that since the
members of the Railroad Commission receive most of their campaign contributions from energy producers, they
have little incentive to punish polluters — or even find that they’re polluting.

“They don’t enforce,” Burnham said. “They don’t fine. But they do whine about needing more money from the
Legislature.”

Indeed, a 2015 report by the watchdog group Texans for Public Justice showed that each of the commissioners
got more than half of their campaign funding from industry contributors, with Chairman David Porter getting
the most — 67 percent.

Texans for Public Justice implied that the funding led the commission to sponsor research claiming that
fracking can’t be shown to cause earthquakes even though scientists at Southern Methodist University reported
that it does.

Despite the criticisms of the commission, spokeswoman Nye insisted that spill prevention is the agency’s top
job.

“The Railroad Commission of Texas provides direction and oversight in the unlikely event that an
environmental cleanup project is necessary. Operators who do not comply with regulations or remediation
directives should face enforcement and can lose their permit to operate in Texas.”

President of the Texas Oil and Gas Association Todd Staples

“Protection of public safety and our natural resources is the Railroad Commission’s highest priority,” she said.
“The Railroad Commission’s oil and gas rules have been effective in carrying out this mission. As stated
previously, all operators are required to report any spills in water and contain and clean up such spills in

compliance with Railroad Commission rules.”

An industry group also said that Texas production sites located within flood plains are safe.

ED_001703A_00000814-00036



“Qil and natural gas companies utilize the latest technologies to establish and maintain safe operations in any
weather condition,” Todd Staples, president of the Texas Oil and Gas Association, said in an email. “The
Railroad Commission of Texas provides direction and oversight in the unlikely event that an environmental
cleanup project 1s necessary. Operators who do not comply with regulations or remediation directives should
face enforcement and can lose their permit to operate in Texas.”

What appears to be oil runs from a production pad over a nearby field in a March 13 photo shot during Sabine
River flooding.

However, some experts aren’t convinced of the safety of the production sites — especially with the profusion in
recent years of hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking.” It’s a method in which a stew of chemicals is injected into
the ground at high pressures to fracture shale rocks and release natural gas.

The fluid has some toxic substances when it’s injected. When it’s pumped out of the ground it can contain even
more.

In a draft assessment released for scientific review last year, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said
134 chemicals have been found in the “produced water” that is pumped out of fracking wells.

“These include chemicals added during the chemical mixing stage, as well as naturally occurring organic
chemicals and radionuclides, metals, and other constituents of subsurface rock formations mobilized by the
hydraulic fracturing process,” the assessment said.

As of early last year, the report said, “there is a lack of published, peer-reviewed epidemiological or
toxicological studies that have examined health effects resulting from water contamination due to hydraulic
fracturing. However, numerous authors have noted that with the recent increase in hydraulic fracturing
operations there may be an increasing potential for significant public health and environmental impacts via
ground and surface water contamination.”

Many of the photos shot during Texas’ recent floods show swamped wastewater ponds at fracking sites,
presumably allowing wastewater to escape into the environment — and potentially into drinking-water supplies.

Morgan Tingley is a University of Connecticut biologist who studies “global-change ecology.” He was at
Princeton University in 2014 when he joined a group of scientists who published a report on the unknown
environmental risks posed by fracking, the use of which was then expanding rapidly.

“The truth is, we don’t have a good handle. We don’t know what’s stored on and around fracking pads.”
Morgan Tingley

“The truth is, we don’t have a good handle,” he said in a recent interview. “We don’t know what’s stored on and
around fracking pads.”

He added, however, that it’s safe to assume that some of the substances are very harmful to the environment,
including heavy salts and naturally occurring radioactive compounds.

A review of a few photos of the Texas spills seemed to confirm the fears Tingley and his colleagues outlined in
2014, he said.
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“Two of the most worrisome risks we identified seem to be apparent in these photos,” he said.

Nye was asked if, in light of the many photos of apparent flood-related spills, the Railroad Commission had
proposed any new rules for producers to prevent them in the future.

“The commission is constantly reviewing our rules to ensure they provide adequate protection,” she said.

Kramer, the Sierra Club’s water-resources chairman, said that with intense storms predicted to occur more
frequently, it’s critical to take preventive steps now.

“We just know they’re going to recur all the time,” he said.

Marty Schladen can be reached at 512-479-6606; mschladen@elpasotimes.com; @martyschladen on Twitter.

Texas court blocks Houston from using tougher clean-air laws
By Juan A. Lozano, Associated Press
Updated 1:22 pm, Saturday, April 30, 2016

HOUSTON (AP) — Houston's efforts to use local clean air laws to regulate pollution in the home of the
nation's largest petrochemical complex were halted Friday by a Texas Supreme Court ruling in favor of energy
and chemical companies that claimed the city had overreached.

The coalition made up of ExxonMobil Corp. and other companies with nearby refineries and plants had sued the
nation's fourth-largest city in 2008 after Houston passed ordinances that required businesses to pay registration
fees based on the number and type of pollution sources on each site. The city used the fees to investigate
potential violations of air pollution laws.

The ordinances also made it unlawful to operate a facility inside Houston unless it was registered with the city.
Violations of the ordinances could have been prosecuted in municipal court and were punishable with fines
between $250 and $2,000 per day.

Attorneys for the city had argued in court documents the ordinances were a local expression of state laws
regulating pollution, that they didn't make an "end-run" around state regulations and the lawsuit was hiding the
real issue, "which is that industry does not want to be accountable to the people to stay within industry's
permitted levels of pollution."

But in a 8-1 ruling against the city, the state's all-Republican high court said the ordinances were inconsistent
with the Texas Legislature's intent that favored statewide consistency in enforcement. The Texas Commission
on Environmental Quality is the agency in charge of administering the state's environmental laws.

The Supreme Court said the ordinances allowed criminal prosecution without letting the environmental
commission determine if a violation had taken place and without allowing the agency to determine if

administrative or civil penalties were more appropriate.

"The Legislature has enacted a comprehensive and flexible regulatory regime for investigation into possible
violations ... and consistent enforcement of the state's air pollution laws," the high court wrote.
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Houston City Attorney Donna Edmundson said in a statement that the ruling would not "dampen the city's
efforts to assist the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality in abating air pollution."

"The city will employ other legal mechanisms, including those allowed under the Texas Clean Air Act and
Water Code, to monitor and take action against those who pollute the city's air in violation of state and federal
air pollution control laws and regulations," Edmundson said.

Evan Young, an attorney for the Business Coalition for Clean Air Appeal Group, said he was pleased with the
ruling.

"We think it upholds the integrity of Texas environmental law and reaffirms the important role for clear, even-
handed statewide regulation," he said.

If Houston's ordinances had been upheld, it would have created a patchwork of such laws across the state that
would have allowed counties or cities to "establish their own priorities and their own determinations of when to
try and bring a particular kind of enforcement," Young said.

Adrian Shelley, executive director of Air Alliance Houston, an environmental group that had filed a motion in
support of the ordinances, called the ruling "bad news for public health in Houston."

He said the court's decision falls in line with recent actions by the state — including a law last year barring local
ordinances that prevent fracking and other oil and natural gas activities that are potentially harmful to the
environment — that erode Texas residents' rights to seek environmental and public health protections.

"We don't have enough resources for enforcement and as a result, we have levels of pollution that endanger
public health and do not comply with state and federal standards," he said.

Link found between residential radon and blood cancers
04/29/2016
Newsday

Medical scientists have found a statistically significant link between levels of residential radon and risks for
several cancers of the blood, particularly in women, say researchers from the American Cancer Society.

Radon, a gas that is the naturally occurring decay product of radium, has been long substantiated as a cause of
lung cancer. The cancer society lists it as the second-leading cause of lung cancer in the United States.

Studies to date on radon gas and cancers, such as leukemia, lymphoma and multiple myeloma, have shown
inconsistent results. But a statistical analysis of the data from the society's own Cancer Prevention Study-II
Nutrition Cohort, which had 140,652 participants, found 3,019 cancers of the blood. They traced the fate of
these patients over 19 years of follow-up.

More than 171,000 new cases of hematologic cancer and more than 58,000 deaths are expected in the United
States in 2016. These cancers are the most expensive to treat, experts from the society said in a statement

Friday. The new research is reported in the online edition of the journal Environmental Research.

The team, led by cancer society epidemiologist Lauren Teras, found that women living in counties with the
highest concentrations of radon had a 63 percent higher risk of these cancers compared with women who lived
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in counties with the lowest radon levels. Teras and her colleagues also found evidence of a dose-response
relationship: the greater the radon concentration, the more likely one of these forms of cancer will occur.

But Teras and her team said even with the new finding, the risk is not worrisome.

"The overall lifetime risk of hematological cancers in the United States is about 2 percent, so even a 60 percent
relative increase would still mean a relatively small absolute risk," she said, noting "radon is already associated
with lung cancer, and if other studies confirm the link to blood cancers, we think it would warrant strengthened
public health efforts to mitigate residential radon risks."

Teras suggested that radon may have an effect on the bone marrow, the site in the body where blood cells are
produced. That possibility, however, has yet to be confirmed.

A Newsday review of county radon data from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency shows that Nassau
and Suffolk counties rank among the lowest U.S. jurisdictions for levels of radon gas. The EPA considers a
level of 4 picocuries per liter of air safe, and both counties rank below that level. Both counties rank at 3. A
picocurie is one-trillionth of a curie, a measurement of radioactivity.

The gas is most prevalent in regions with rich underground stores of certain natural radioactive elements, but
there are other sources as well, experts said Friday.

Jarrett James of S W.A.T. Environmental in East Lansing, Michigan, whose company runs a franchise in East
Farmingdale, said radon tends to concentrate in basements. The company eliminates radon in homes. "It's in the
soil and actually from the uranium and thorium in the soil. It can permeate through concrete and wood and it
doesn't matter if the home is new or old," he said.

The New York State Department of Health has addressed a laundry list of concerns about radon gas in fact
sheets on its website. The state confirmed EPA calculations that New York as a whole, and especially on Long
Island, is below levels already considered safe.

However, there are radon sources beyond underground stores of uranium. Radon can leach from granite
countertops, experts say.

State health authorities say there is no reason for concern because the countertops contain negligible amounts of
the element.

Dose rates from granite countertop slabs, according to the health department, would produce about 0.13
picocuries per liter of air, a concentration well below what the EPA considers to be safe.
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Message

From: Rodriguez, Elias [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OQU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=46D8875F24F14400A66635B52A773541-RODRIGUEZ, ELIAS]

Sent: 11/20/2015 3:55:54 PM

To: R2 EPA Region 2 (EPA Staff) [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c0b426b5295c4874ae24c7ad1f052dd8-R2 EPA Region 2 (EPA Staff)]
Subject: News Coverage {Pesticides Special Edition)

In wake of poisonings, changes to Pesticide Act

DPNR announces plan at conference that was prompted by poisoning of family at Sirenusa
20 Nov 2015

The Virgin Islands Daily News

By ASHLEY MAYRIANNE JONES Daily News Staff

ST. THOMAS— The Department of Planning and Natural Resources has announced plans to promote natural
alternatives to toxic pesticides and to draft new applications for commercial and purchase permits related to
pesticide application.

The decision came Wednesday during the “Reducing Pesticides in the US Virgin Islands” conference at the
Charles W. Turnbull Regional Library, co-hosted by DPNR and the Environmental Protection Agency.

The full-day conference was the first of its kind to take place in the V.l. and more than 100 participants
attended, according to EPA Region 2 Administrator Judith Enck.

The focus of the conference was on “integrated pest management,” which saves money, prevents heailth
damage and eliminates the need for pesticides, which quite often don’t work in the first place, Enck said.
Integrated pest management focuses on using “common sense” solutions, such as maintaining a clean home
and ensuring all windows have bug screens, Enck said.

Sirenusa

The conference was “an offshoot” of the March incident at Sirenusa, in which a family of tourists was poisoned
by the illegal use of methyl bromide at Sirenusa in St. John, Gov. Kenneth Mapp said in his opening remarks at
the conference.

According to Enck, the two boys — Ryan and Sean Esmond — are still in the hospital, and they and their
father, Stephen, are not expected to recover from neurological damage.

“As a mother, | worry about these boys, who once had such bright futures,” Enck said. “Due to this application,
their lives are changed forever. We want to make sure this never happens again.”

Enck said the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry followed up with the other people affected in
the Sirenusa incident, and that anyone who was suspected to have been exposed, such as hotel staff and first
responders, was followed up on with a one-on-one medical evaluation.

“We wanted to make sure those most immediately affected were taken care of,” Enck said.
Enck said she is awaiting the final report regarding how many people were adversely affected.
Terminix

After the poisoning, DPNR Commissioner Dawn Henry, who had just been appointed to the position, initiated
an investigation to find where methyl bromide was being used elsewhere in the territory. The department
issued “stop use” orders for everyone who was using methy! bromide, which included commercial and
residential applicators, Henry said.
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According to Department of Planning and Natural Resources spokesman Jamal Neilsen, while Terminix still
has its business license, the applicator, Jose Riveras, had his certification revoked.

According to Enck, the EPA conducted an investigation to find out where the methyl bromide came from and
found it had been distributed from Puerto Rico.

“As of today, | can say there is no methyl bromide use in the territory,” Henry said. The canisters containing the
chemical were sent back to the manufacturer in Puerto Rico for proper disposal, she said.

Goals for DPNR

DPNR will be working on two goals — revising the Pesticide Act of 2006 and drafting new applications for
commercial and purchase permits. Pesticides currently are regulated through DPNR’s Division of
Environmental Protection, Henry said.

The updated Pesticide Act would require regulation that further manages professional applicators throughout
the territory. A draft is in the works, and will later be available for public comment, Henry said.

Through the current statute, the Division of Environmental Protection is working on a draft application for
commercial permits, which would require people who sell pesticides to keep certain records and maintain a
database for Department of Planning and Natural Resources to keep track of what is trafficked into and out of
the territory.

“The new certification will give us a better picture of what is in the territory,” Henry said.

A draft application for purchase permits, which would ensure users and applicators are properly trained, is also
in the works, Henry said.

Professional pesticide applicators currently obtain certification and undergo training through classes at the
University of the Virgin Islands, Henry said. Certification is valid for four years.

“The Department of Planning and Natural Resources wants to give applicators better access to key resources
and the training they need,” Henry said.

Henry said moreso than setting regulations, the goal of the conference was to educate people about integrated
pest management and natural pest management so toxic chemicals don’t need to be used in the first place.

Most of it is common sense: disposing of trash properly; cleaning the counters; and like the traditions of old,
sweeping inside, and outside, Henry said. People used to sweep their dirt yards with separate outside brooms,
keeping bugs away by maintaining a clean yard, Henry said.

“We have a rich cultural heritage in using alternative methods to manage pesticides,” she said. “| think it's
sometimes necessary for people to know what they are doing is right. All natural, safer alternatives are better
for human and environmental health.”

What's next

Enck said the next initiative will be to extend the integrated pest management conference to St. Croix,
especially to discuss the use of agricultural pesticides and the EPA’s revised Worker Protection Standard Act,
which is aimed at guarding farm workers against toxic chemicals.

The new federal standards, which EPA had not revised in 20 years, were finalized Nov. 2 and will go into effect
in January, Enck said.

According to Enck, there were no age restrictions on who could apply pesticides or common sense
preventions, such as ensuring farmers had adequate access to water to dilute the chemical should they be
exposed.

Agriculture Commissioner Carlos Robles attended the conference in the afternoon, said Henry, and DPNR and
Agriculture will be forming a partnership to develop strategies for more sustainable farming.

“We will be looking towards organic farming as we move forward,” Henry said.
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A two-day training collaboration between the EPA, the Puerto Rico Department of Agriculture and DPNR, also
is being planned for December.

EPA’s New Farmworker Pesticide Standards Leave Unanswered Questions
WSKG NEWS
By MICHELLE FAUST - Nov. 20, 2105

Raucous laughter fills a small communal kitchen as ten men shout and joke with each other in Spanish after a
long day of picking apples on an orchard in Orleans County in Western New York. They’re playing a game of
charades. But instead of pantomiming movie titles or celebrities, the men are acting out symptoms of acute
pesticide exposure, which include things like rashes, headaches, vomiting, and eye irritation.

The game is part of a training put on by the Worker Justice Center—a labor advocacy group—to teach workers
about pesticide safety and their rights. In person trainings like these will soon be more frequent on farms, now
that the EPA has released updated standards for farmworker protection that include requirements for annual
training. The update—announced this fall—is the first time the agency has changed its Worker Protection
Standards in 23 years.

Regulators and farmworker advocates say the changes to these standards are overdue, but some groups
representing farmers object to the change. Both sides see challenges ahead for implementing and enforcing
the standards.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency estimates that each year there are 10,000 to 20,000 incidents of
pesticide poisoning for people work on farms, nurseries, and commercial forest land. Advocacy groups say
there may be many more. In addition to symptoms caused by acute exposure, the EPA is concerned that
repeated, low level exposure to pesticides may have long-term health effects.

When new regulations kick in early 2017, farmers will be required comply with tightened safety measures. The
updated standards include measures such as expanded requirements for no-entry zones to protect workers
from pesticide overspray, expanded access to information about pesticides, changes to personal protection
equipment standards, a minimum age requirement for working with pesticides (no children under 18), and
more.

Training is key to safety

One of the biggest changes is the mandatory annual training—it used to be required every five years. Paola
Betchart of the Worker Justice Center explains pesticide exposure is preventable if you know how to protect
yourself. The new regulations expand the types of the things workers must learn in training, including

instructions to reduce pesticides on work clothing that may come home with them at the end of the work day.

The new standards require an EPA-trained certified trainer to stay in the room after playing training videos to
ask and answer questions. This is key, says Betchart.

“The quality of the training is important, because if they just see one video that is very old, some of them they
don’t get all the full information,” she says.

National farm industry representatives don't believe annual trainings are needed, especially if workers passed
training exams in the past. “To me, that seems to be a bit wasteful,” says Daren Coppock, President and CEO
of the Agricultural Retailers Association.

He sees it as just another rule that state and federal governments impose on agriculture, straining their
businesses in many small ways, what he calls a “death by a thousand cuts.”

But says Judith Enck, EPA administrator for the region that includes New York State, the EPA wants to ensure
safety information is top of mind for farmworkers. “Five years is just far too long to remember vital information,”
Enck says.
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The risk of speaking up

At their recent training, the group of New York apple pickers said they’'ve had symptoms, but aren’t sure if they
were from allergies or pesticides. Sometimes, they’re similar. And they didn’t know where to find out which
chemicals were used in their fields and what their effects were. (Current EPA standards require that
information be available to them.)

An apple picker named Isabel (we've agreed to call her by her first name), recalls a time she and a group of
coworkers noticed sprayers working about ten rows away. She says they felt droplets of pesticides sprinkling
down on them and later experienced nausea and headaches, but were told the substance wasn’t toxic.

But when training or other safety measures are inadequate, it can be hard for farmworkers to do anything
about it, for fear of risking their jobs.

“We're afraid that if we speak out, if we say that they treat us poorly, they won’t bring us back to the farm,” said
one man, named Juan who we’ve agreed to only call by his first name.

EPA’s Enck says one goal of the updated standards is to protect against retaliation for whistleblowers.

“You and | are not exposed to pesticides when we show up to work every day, neither shouid farmworkers.
They deserve fair and equitable working conditions,” says Enck.

How do you enforce new rules?

Enforcing the EPA’s standards is a task left to state agencies. Farmworker advocates claim many states are
not doing enough to make sure existing standards are enforced, iet alone regulate the new ones.

But agricultural industry groups claim farmers already comply with the law which requires them to follow the
instructions on the pesticide’s label.

“I'm not sure that a duplicative layer of regulations makes anybody safer. It does increase the paperwork
burden,” says Coppock.

In New York, where there are 35,500 farms, inspections are done by the Department of Environmental
Conservation. In the last fiscal year, the department conducted 22 inspections, found 14 violations, and issued
6 warnings and no fines.

In contrast, California, a state with 76.400 farms, has some of the strictest rules in the country governing
pesticides and how they can be used. The California Department of Pesticide Regulation conducts
approximately 9,500 field inspections each year.

Charlotte Fadipe, spokesperson for this California agency calls enforcement critical. “Farming, to us, is an
outdoor factory, and it does not make sense to have that factory unsafe,” she says. “We want to make sure
that the workers are safe so we put in place some very, very tough regulations. People sometimes complain
that they’re too tough, but for us it's about protecting the people who grow our food.”

Missing data

Farming industry representatives say the EPA doesn’t have enough data to make a case to justify more
stringent regulation of pesticide use.

Farmworker advocates agree more data is needed. But it would likely show the need for these regulations and
strong enforcement of them, says Amy Liebman, Director of Environmental and Occupational Health for
Migrant Clinicians Network.

“We would be able to collect more data if we had the following: One, if we had medical monitoring for pesticide
applicators. Two, if we had a national system of reporting and it was a requirement, and three is we would like
for clinicians to have more tests available to them.”

Still Liebman, who worked on a committee that helped advise the EPA on its updated standards, says they are
a step in the right direction. “One of the goals that farmworker advocates have is to make sure at the very
least, farmworkers are provided protections that are provided to all other workers in other industries,” she says.
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EPA and DPNR Aim to Tighten Regulation of Pesticide Use
VI Source
By David Knight Jr. — November 18, 2015

DPNR Commissioner Dawn Henry and EPA Region Two Administrator Judith Enck update the press at a
conference on integrated pest management.

Improving regulatory control over the use of pesticides in the territory is a top priority of the Environmental
Protection Agency and the V.l. Department of Planning and Natural Resources, officials from both agencies
said at a press conference at the Charles W. Tumbull Regional Library on Wednesday.

DPNR Commissioner Dawn Henry and EPA Region Two Administrator Judith Enck met with members of the
media as part of a conference on integrated pest management, an industry term meaning nontoxic or less toxic
alternatives to pesticides.

The EPA and DPNR’s Division of Environmental Protection began organizing the conference in June as a first
step in changing the way the territory thinks about pest control.

The potential dangers of pesticides caught the attention of Virgin Islanders in March after a Delaware family
vacationing on St. John at Sirenusa condominiums was poisoned by an illegal application of methyl bromide.
Three of the four family members have permanent neurological damage as a result of their exposure to the
pesticide, Enck said Wednesday. The family’s two sons remain in the hospital.

An investigation revealed that the pest control company Terminix applied the methyl bromide at Sirenusa even
though the highly toxic fumigant is not authorized for use within residential structures. The EPA restricts the
substance’s use to a very few situations, none of which are applicable to the V.I.

“There are some limited uses,” explained Enck. “For instance, strawberry fields in California, processing of
smoked ham in North Carolina. And then the more common usage is in ports — big containers that are shipping
flowers and fruits and vegetables — but it's a very controlled setting; it's a quarantined area that is regulated by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. So there are a couple of applications in Puerto Rico, but none in the V.1.”

Henry said that since March all methyl bromide canisters, both full and empty, have been removed from the
territory.

DPNR is the agency responsible for regulating the use of pesticides locally. The agency contracts the
University of the Virgin Islands’ Cooperative Extension Service to provide training for pesticide applicators.

Pesticide certification courses continue to be offered by UV, Henry said, despite reports made earlier in the
year that they had ceased due to a potential misuse of grant money. DPNR maintains that a misperception
was caused by the fact that the department had delayed payment to the university during the finalization of a
contract.

DPNR now wants to expand and strengthen the enforcement of its permitting of pesticide applicators. Henry
said the agency has drafted new applications for permits that will be required for the selling and purchasing of
restricted-use pesticides.

“On the commercial side we are hoping that the distributors, persons that are selling restricted-use pesticides,
will now through our permits be required to keep certain records they can present to the department on a
periodic basis, so we know what the traffic is within the territory as it relates to restricted-use pesticides,” said
Henry.

Those on the other side of the same transactions, the buyers of pesticides, will need to be permitted by DPNR
as well.

Henry said DPNR has also drafted new regulations for its pesticide program that will soon be unveiled through
a public hearing process.
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Regulations aren’t just being tightened in the V.I., according to Enck. Just a few weeks ago, the EPA finalized
new national regulations on worker protection standards that will go into effect in 2017, she said. Those
regulations are designed to protect agricultural workers from the effects of pesticides. She said they have not
been updated for 20 years.

According to V.1. law, training to certify pest control applicators must include the latest practices and principles
of integrated pest management, the subject of Wednesday’s conference.

“The whole point of integrated pest management is to get to the root of the problem,” said Enck.

This partly means controlling environmental factors that draw pests, rather than eradicating them when they
are at the point of infestation, she said.

“If you have a contract with a pesticide applicator where they show up every month on schedule to spray a
restricted-use pesticide, that means you're not dealing with the root of the problem because the pest continues
to enter.”

Enck said the fact that integrated pest management is not only safer and more sustainable, but also less
expensive than using pesticides, should encourage people and companies to adopt its principles.

“We really need consumers to pay attention because | think consumers are going to drive the change,” she
said.

Speaking at Wednesday’s conference on integrated pest management were national experts in the field,
including Dr. Jody Gangloff-Kaufmann of Cornell University; Timothy Madere, Special Project Manager for the
City of New Orieans; Dr. Philip Landrigan of Mount Sinai Hospital; Dr. Perry Sheffield Mount Sinai School of
Medicine; Dr. Ruth Etzel, the childrens’ health senior advisor to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy, and EPA
senior advisor Claudia Gutierrez.

Family's poisoning leads to pesticides conference
Virgin Islands Daily News

By ASHLEY Mayrianne JONES (Daily News Staff)
November 16, 2015

Wednesday, nine months after a family was poisoned by methyl bromide on St. John, the Environmental
Protection Agency and Department of Natural Resources will be co-hosting a "Reducing Pesticides in the V.1."
conference to educate the hospitality sector on alternative uses for pest management.

The conference, which is the first of its kind in the Virgin Islands, is a direct response to the incident in March,
in which four members of the Esmond family suffered severe medical complications after being exposed to
fumes during their stay at Sirenusa, according to EPA Region 2 Regional Administrator Judith Enck.

According to Enck, three of the four family members suffered "serious neurological damage that they will
probably never recover from." The two teenage boys remain in the hospital, she said, and the EPA
enforcement case is ongoing.

Enck said that she and V.I. Department of Planning and Natural Resources Commissioner Dawn Henry "are
very concerned and we want to make sure this does not happen again,” Enck said. "There is a need to
educate people.”

The full-day conference will focus on integrated pest management as an alternative to toxic pesticides, said
Enck, and will feature experts from around the nation.

Integrated pest management involves eliminating the pest probiem at its source with preventative measures
such as closing screens and cleaning up food residue, rather than reaching for a pesticide as a first option,
Enck said.
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Alternative measures can be applied to all pests, from termites to rodents, Enck said.

"For instance, in New York, there is a mouse problem. | could put out poison, or | could put out the tried-and-
true mousetrap, and avoid using the toxic material," Enck said.

While the conference is geared towards hotels, restaurants and schools, Enck said she encourages the
general public to attend the conference as well, even if for only part of the day.

"We are targeted at the hospitality sector because of what happened on St. John, but we want the general
public to attend as well," she said.

Most of the time, cutting off the pests' food supply by placing trash bins further away from a building or
ensuring counter tops are cleaned will greatly reduce the pest problem, Enck said.

"You don't want to be a good host for them," Enck said.
The conference will feature speeches by Enck, Henry and Gov. Kenneth Mapp.

Dr. Jody Gongloff-Kaufmann of Cornell University will speak about reducing the use of pesticides in hotels,
schools and restaurants, and Timothy Madere, a special projects coordinator for the city of New Orleans, will
speak about reducing pesticides in the home.

There also will be a keynote speech by well-respected physician Dr. Philip Landrigan of Mt. Sinai Hospital, who
will talk about the harmful health effects of pesticides, and a speech about children's vulnerability to pesticides
by Dr. Ruth Etzel, Enck said.

Other speakers include EPA Senior Advisor Claudia Gutierrez, Department of Planning and Natural Resources
Director Norman Williams, and Dr. Perry Sheffield from Mount Sinai School of Medicine.

The conference will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Wednesday at the Charles Turnbull Regional Library
on St. Thomas, and is free and open to the public. Those interested in attending can register by calling 212-
637-5038 or by visiting vy apa-re-iom svenibrile oom.

HH##
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Message

From: Rodriguez, Elias [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=46D8875F24F14400A66635B52A773541-RODRIGUEZ, ELIAS]

on behalf of Region2 PAD News [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CB26E0976985441E8BF28159C4856B58-REGION2 PAD]

Sent: 11/19/2015 2:19:54 PM

To: R2 EPA Region 2 (EPA Staff) [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c0b426b5295c4874ae24c7ad1f052dd8-R2 EPA Region 2 (EPA Staff)]

Subject: News Clips

EPA and DPNR Aim to Tighten Regulation of Pesticide Use
VI Source
By David Knight Jr. — November 18, 2015

DPNR Commissioner Dawn Henry and EPA Region Two Administrator Judith Enck update the press at a
conference on integrated pest management.

Improving regulatory control over the use of pesticides in the territory is a top priority of the Environmental
Protection Agency and the V.l. Department of Planning and Natural Resources, officials from both agencies
said at a press conference at the Charles W. Turnbull Regional Library on Wednesday.

DPNR Commissioner Dawn Henry and EPA Region Two Administrator Judith Enck met with members of the
media as part of a conference on integrated pest management, an industry term meaning nontoxic or less toxic
alternatives to pesticides.

The EPA and DPNR’s Division of Environmental Protection began organizing the conference in June as a first
step in changing the way the territory thinks about pest control.

The potential dangers of pesticides caught the attention of Virgin Islanders in March after a Delaware family
vacationing on St. John at Sirenusa condominiums was poisoned by an illegal application of methyl bromide.
Three of the four family members have permanent neurological damage as a result of their exposure to the
pesticide, Enck said Wednesday. The family’s two sons remain in the hospital.

An investigation revealed that the pest control company Terminix applied the methyl bromide at Sirenusa even
though the highly toxic fumigant is not authorized for use within residential structures. The EPA restricts the
substance’s use to a very few situations, none of which are applicable to the V.I.

“There are some limited uses,” explained Enck. “For instance, strawberry fields in California, processing of
smoked ham in North Carolina. And then the more common usage is in ports — big containers that are shipping
flowers and fruits and vegetables — but it's a very controlled setting; it's a quarantined area that is reguiated by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. So there are a couple of applications in Puerto Rico, but none in the V.I.”

Henry said that since March all methyl bromide canisters, both full and empty, have been removed from the
territory.

DPNR is the agency responsible for regulating the use of pesticides locally. The agency contracts the
University of the Virgin Islands’ Cooperative Extension Service to provide training for pesticide applicators.

Pesticide certification courses continue to be offered by UV, Henry said, despite reports made earlier in the
year that they had ceased due to a potential misuse of grant money. DPNR maintains that a misperception
was caused by the fact that the department had delayed payment to the university during the finalization of a
contract.

DPNR now wants to expand and strengthen the enforcement of its permitting of pesticide applicators. Henry
said the agency has drafted new applications for permits that will be required for the selling and purchasing of
restricted-use pesticides.
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“On the commercial side we are hoping that the distributors, persons that are selling restricted-use pesticides,
will now through our permits be required to keep certain records they can present to the department on a
periodic basis, so we know what the traffic is within the territory as it relates to restricted-use pesticides,” said
Henry.

Those on the other side of the same transactions, the buyers of pesticides, will need to be permitted by DPNR
as well.

Henry said DPNR has also drafted new regulations for its pesticide program that will soon be unveiled through
a public hearing process.

Regulations aren’t just being tightened in the V.I., according to Enck. Just a few weeks ago, the EPA finalized
new national regulations on worker protection standards that will go into effect in 2017, she said. Those
regulations are designed to protect agricultural workers from the effects of pesticides. She said they have not
been updated for 20 years.

According to V.1. law, training to certify pest control applicators must include the latest practices and principles
of integrated pest management, the subject of Wednesday’s conference.

“The whole point of integrated pest management is to get to the root of the problem,” said Enck.

This partly means controlling environmental factors that draw pests, rather than eradicating them when they
are at the point of infestation, she said.

“If you have a contract with a pesticide applicator where they show up every month on schedule to spray a
restricted-use pesticide, that means you're not dealing with the root of the problem because the pest continues
to enter.”

Enck said the fact that integrated pest management is not only safer and more sustainable, but also less
expensive than using pesticides, should encourage people and companies to adopt its principles.

“We really need consumers to pay attention because | think consumers are going to drive the change,” she
said.

Speaking at Wednesday’s conference on integrated pest management were national experts in the field,
including Dr. Jody Gangloff-Kaufmann of Cornell University; Timothy Madere, Special Project Manager for the
City of New Orleans; Dr. Philip Landrigan of Mount Sinai Hospital; Dr. Perry Sheffield Mount Sinai School of
Medicine; Dr. Ruth Etzel, the childrens’ health senior advisor to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy, and EPA
senior advisor Claudia Gutierrez.

Family's poisoning leads to pesticides conference
Virgin Islands Daily News

By ASHLEY Mayrianne JONES (Daily News Staff)
November 16, 2015

Wednesday, nine months after a family was poisoned by methyl bromide on St. John, the Environmental
Protection Agency and Department of Natural Resources will be co-hosting a "Reducing Pesticides in the V.I."
conference to educate the hospitality sector on alternative uses for pest management.

The conference, which is the first of its kind in the Virgin Islands, is a direct response to the incident in March,
in which four members of the Esmond family suffered severe medical complications after being exposed to
fumes during their stay at Sirenusa, according to EPA Region 2 Regional Administrator Judith Enck.

According to Enck, three of the four family members suffered "serious neurological damage that they will
probably never recover from." The two teenage boys remain in the hospital, she said, and the EPA
enforcement case is ongoing.
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Enck said that she and V.I. Department of Planning and Natural Resources Commissioner Dawn Henry "are
very concerned and we want to make sure this does not happen again,"” Enck said. "There is a need to
educate people.”

The full-day conference will focus on integrated pest management as an alternative to toxic pesticides, said
Enck, and will feature experts from around the nation.

Integrated pest management involves eliminating the pest problem at its source with preventative measures
such as closing screens and cleaning up food residue, rather than reaching for a pesticide as a first option,
Enck said.

Alternative measures can be applied to all pests, from termites to rodents, Enck said.

"For instance, in New York, there is a mouse problem. | could put out poison, or | could put out the tried-and-
true mousetrap, and avoid using the toxic material," Enck said.

While the conference is geared towards hotels, restaurants and schools, Enck said she encourages the
general public to attend the conference as well, even if for only part of the day.

"We are targeted at the hospitality sector because of what happened on St. John, but we want the general
public to attend as well,” she said.

Most of the time, cutting off the pests' food supply by placing trash bins further away from a building or
ensuring counter tops are cleaned will greatly reduce the pest problem, Enck said.

"You don't want to be a good host for them," Enck said.
The conference will feature speeches by Enck, Henry and Gov. Kenneth Mapp.

Dr. Jody Gongloff-Kaufmann of Cornell University will speak about reducing the use of pesticides in hotels,
schools and restaurants, and Timothy Madere, a special projects coordinator for the city of New Orleans, will
speak about reducing pesticides in the home.

There also will be a keynote speech by well-respected physician Dr. Philip Landrigan of Mt. Sinai Hospital, who
will talk about the harmful health effects of pesticides, and a speech about children's vulnerability to pesticides
by Dr. Ruth Etzel, Enck said.

Other speakers include EPA Senior Advisor Claudia Gutierrez, Department of Planning and Natural Resources
Director Norman Williams, and Dr. Perry Sheffield from Mount Sinai School of Medicine.

The conference will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Wednesday at the Charles Turnbull Regional Library
on St. Thomas, and is free and open to the public. Those interested in attending can register by calling 212-
637-5038 or by visiting www.epa-r2-ipm.eventbrite.com.

A call to action to address climate change in the Caribbean
Issued : Wednesday, November 18, 2015 11:00 AM

By : ROSARIO FAJARDO

caribbeanbusiness.pr

Amid increasing concerns about the impact of climate change on the Caribbean region, Puerto Rico, the U.S.
Virgin Islands (USVI) and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency have signed a memorandum of
understanding “geared at cementing a commitment to share expertise to address climate change in the
Caribbean.”

Besides sharing research and data, the agreement also includes efforts to reduce carbon emissions in both
territories.
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Among the climate-related issues that Puerto Rico, the USVI and other Caribbean islands have been facing in
recent years include a severe drought, coral bleaching due to warmer seas and an invasion of sargassum
seaweed on many beaches.

The agreement was signed during the two-day conference, “Climate change in the Caribbean,” which is
currently being held in San Juan.

“Climate change is impacting the Caribbean in serious ways, and we can expect more impacts in the future,”
said EPA Regional Administrator Judith A. Enck. “This region is extremely vulnerable to sea level rise, extreme
heat events, hurricanes and drought.... We must act now and act together to address the greatest
environmental challenge of our time.”

ArcLight emerging as preferred HOVENSA bidder
19 Nov 2015

The Virgin Islands Daily News

By JOY BLACKBURNSenior/Investigative Reporter

The bankruptcy auction for HOVENSA'’s assets is set to reconvene this morning, after it adjourned Wednesday
night without a winning bid selected.

However, a source close to the negotiations indicated on Wednesday that ArcLight Capital Partners may be
emerging as the V.l. government’s preferred bidder.

The successful bidder in the auction must secure a tax concession agreement with the V.I. government for the
sale to close, which gives the government some influence in the selection of the successful bidder to present to
the judge — although a number of factors could come into play.

Ultimately, the judge will determine which company offered the *highest and best” bid.

In addition, any proposed concession agreement with the government will have to go before the 31st
Legislature for ratification — and also will also have to be approved by the judge.

The sale hearing — during which HOVENSA will seek court approval of the successful bid from the auction, as
well as a backup bid — was scheduled for today in U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Delaware.

However, it wasn’t clear Wednesday night whether the negotiations and the auction would wrap up in time for
today’s sale hearing to move forward -— or whether it might be rescheduled.

The auction started Nov. 10 in New York City.

in the auction, ArcLight’s Limetree Bay Holdings is bidding against Buckeye Partners. Both companies want to
purchase the oil storage terminal portion of HOVENSA'’s assets on St. Croix’s South Shore.

On Tuesday, HOVENSA'’s lawyers told U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Mary Walrath that they were engaging in
negotiations with the different parties involved in the bankruptcy case to reach consensus surrounding the
proposed sale.

The negotiations — which were touch-andgo on Wednesday — will help determine which bid in the auction is
successful and whether it can be presented to the judge without objections.

Also on Wednesday, Gov. Kenneth Mapp mentioned the HOVENSA sale during a press conference at a
pesticide forum on St. Thomas.

The governor indicated that negotiations were nearing completion and said he hoped to soon be able to bring
the territory a proposed deal that would settle all the outstanding issues surrounding HOVENSA.
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Mapp said he couldn’t stay at the conference because he had to meet with guests from Venezuela, from the
Petroleos de Venezuela “side” of HOVENSA, who had flown to the territory Wednesday morning and would be
leaving a few hours later.

Mapp said it was his second round of meetings with Venezuela.

HOVENSA is a joint venture between Hess Qil Virgin Islands Corp., a wholly owned subsidiary of Hess
Corporation, and PDVSA V.I., a wholly owned subsidiary of the national oil company of Venezuela, Petroleos
de Venezuela.

According to Mapp, the government is trying to “work towards a global settlement on all of the issues
surrounding the Hess facility on St. Croix.”

There are a variety of outstanding issues between the government, HOVENSA and the company’s owners that
fall outside of HOVENSA’s Chapter 11 case, including a number of tax-related lawsuits that HOVENSA's
owners have filed against the government; potential environmental issues at the refinery site; and a civil lawsuit
the V.I. government filed against Hess shortly before HOVENSA filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in
September.

“We believe that uitimately we will be coming to the people of the Virgin Islands with a settlement and a
business contract that will make each of you very proud that your interests and the interests of the territory
have been well represented and that the days of eating crumbs are behind us,” Mapp said Wednesday.

EPA proposes tougher air-poliution ruie; change would reduce ozone levels in NJ
NOVEMBER 18, 2015

BY JAMES M. O'NEILL

THE RECORD

The Obama administration this week proposed more stringent updates to a rule that stands to cut the amount
of power-plant pollution that blows across state lines and causes high levels of ozone and smog in New Jersey
and other eastern states.

The updates to the federal cross-state air pollution rule could benefit New Jersey residents, especially those
with respiratory ilinesses, because ozone exacerbates such health problems.

Monitors in New Jersey recorded 19 days with ozone above the federal health standard this year, including five
days recorded by an air monitor in Leonia.

“This update will help protect the health and lives of millions of Americans by reducing exposure to ozone
pollution, which is linked to serious public health effects including reduced lung function, asthma, emergency
room visits and hospital admissions, and early death from respiratory and cardiovascular causes,” said Gina
McCarthy, administrator of the federal Environmental Protection Agency, which proposed the changes.

Air pollution experts say New Jersey is at a disadvantage in improving air quality because it lies downwind
from many states, such as Pennsylvania and Ohio, that rely heavily on coal- and oil-burning power piants.
When these fossil fuels are burned, high levels of nitrogen oxide are released into the air, and can travel
hundreds of miles east on prevailing winds into New Jersey.

On warm days, the nitrogen oxide reacts with volatile organic compounds - found in vehicle exhaust — and
creates ground level ozone, a component of smog. Some medical experts say breathing in ozone is like getting
a sunburn on one’s lungs.

Power companies and others within affected industries have argued that the cross-state rule, as well as other
Obama administration rules to cut air pollution, would be prohibitively expensive and cost jobs.
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According to the EPA, though, by reducing ozone exposure, the proposal would provide heaith benefits of
$700 million to $1.2 billion in 2017, compared with estimated costs of $93 million to companies installing and
maintaining pollution control devices.

The cross-state air-pollution ruie, finalized in 2011, had not been implemented because of challenges in court
by some states that rely heavily on coal and by some power companies. The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the
rule in 2014, and a lower federal court later required the EPA to make some adjustments.

Most states are still working on their implementation plans for reducing the various pollutants covered under
the rule, including those that create ozone. Some power plants, anticipating the rule’s implementation, have
been installing equipment to capture the pollutants for some time.

The update sets an even more stringent standard for cutting those ozone-related pollutants than the original
cross state rule had.

EPA estimates that the proposed rule update will reduce total nitrogen oxide emissions from 23 states in the
eastern part of the country — including those upwind of New Jersey - by 85,000 tons in 2017, compared to
projections without the update. The EPA is holding a public hearing in December on the rule and a 45-day
public comment period.

Another of the Obama administration’s efforts to cut pollution took a hit this week, when the Senate passed a
resolution to block the EPA’s rule to cut carbon emissions from power plants, part of the administration’s Clean
Power Plan. The carbon rule was designed to address the effects of climate change, since carbon is a
greenhouse gas that keeps heat from escaping the atmosphere. The EPA has said the carbon rule would also
help reduce nitrogen-oxide emissions. Obama has vowed to veto any such resolution coming from Congress.

Many coal-dependent states have filed suit to block the carbon-emission rule. Governor Christie has also
attacked the plan, saying it punishes states such as New Jersey that have already made significant reductions
in carbon emissions.

“The Obama administration’s Clean Power Plan is fundamentally flawed and represents an unlawful overreach
of authority,” Christie said when joining the states’ suit last month. “This plan will also burden New Jersey
residents with higher electricity costs and it infringes on the state’s own authority to oversee its energy future.”

BROOKLYN INK
How Newton Creek Got That Way

How did Greenpoint get so toxic? The root of the problem goes back several decades, although it was
discovered much more recently.

by Kavya Balaraman
on November 18, 2015
A brief history of contamination in Greenpoint

Late in October, an organization called the Neighbors Allied for Good Growth (NAG) released the beta version
of an interactive map of Greenpoint. One of its layers displays polluted and contaminated properties in the
neighborhood, and the results are both stunning and disconcerting. Apart from mapping small-scale chemical
spills, the map highlights the sheer extent of damage that oil contamination has caused to the neighborhood.

A static image of the map, displaying polluted sites in the neighborhood.

How did Greenpoint get so toxic? The root of the problem goes back several decades, although it was
discovered much more recently. One day in 2002, John Lipscomb, the captain of a patrol boat that covered the
New York Harbor, decided to take a trip into a waterway that he hadn’t visited before. His job, at the time, was
to cruise up and down a 185-mile stretch of the harbor looking for pollution concerns to report back to his
employer, an organization called Riverkeeper.
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Lipscomb had spent more than two years on that beat, but hadn’t yet ventured into Newtown Creek, a modest
channel that snakes through Greenpoint and empties into the East River. “| saw the waterway on my chart and
since | had some extra time, | decided to go in and have a look. | remember seeing around 20 wooden pallets,
broken and floating around in the water. And then as | got close to where Apollo Street meets the water, | saw
something,” he recollected.

As his boat nosed closer to the edge of the creek, he noticed a corrugated bulkhead and a dark pool bubbling
around it. “It was one of those yellow plumes you sometimes see around projects where construction is
happening in the water,” he said. “There was all this black, black crude oil that was all over the water. It was
everywhere—I had never seen anything like that before.”

Although he didn’t know it at the time, Lipscomb had stumbled onto a centuries-old secret tucked deep under
Greenpoint’s waterways. For the last 140-odd years, oil from multiple refineries located along the northwest
corridor of the neighborhood had been seeping into its underground channels and water table. The
contamination, while deadly, had gone unnoticed for a long time, bubbling up unexpectedly in certain areas—
such as the plume Lipscomb found in Newtown Creek. By the time a team from Riverkeeper came down to
investigate it, an estimated 17-30 million galions of oil had already seeped into the ground, contaminating
about 55 acres of property in Greenpoint.

There had been a few red signals before, according to a historical analysis conducted by the Newtown Creek
Alliance, a community organization dedicated to cleaning up the water body. For instance, back in 1950, a
concrete sewer exploded in Greenpoint, throwing manhole covers three-stories high. Although the story was
covered, the cause behind it—namely, the oil coursing under the neighborhood—was never pinpointed. A few
decades later a patrol guard noticed an oil plume in the creek, close to Meeker Avenue. This lead to some
investigation and the beginning of cleanup activities, although progress was slow. To make matters worse,
Mobil, one of the companies responsible for the spill, dumped an additional 50,000 gallons of oil into Newtown
Creek in 1990. “What was shocking to me that this condition existed, within sight of Manhattan, and yet the few
preventive measures in place were so inadequate,” said Lipscomb.

Years of legal action, community mobilization, and frantic cleanup efforts later, the oil spill no longer
commands the kind of city-wide attention it once did. But with its impressive map, NAG hopes to put the
spotlight on the issues in the neighborhood once again. Ward Dennis, a board member of NAG, said that the
map was the product of a year and a half of work. “We applied to the New York State Department of
Environmental Conversation for a grant to put this together. We knew that with all the development and people
coming into the neighborhood, there was an unawareness about these issues. The idea was to get all the
information we could and put it out in a way that’s accessible and hopefully, understandable to the general
public,” he said.

The data from the map represents years worth of research and investigation into the extent of contamination
within Greenpoint. By the time Riverkeeper began to work on the case, the original petroleum refineries that
had leaked the oil had been consolidated and then split up once again. The current owners were identified as
ExxonMobil, Chevron/Texaco, and BP. “At that time, the public of Greenpoint was furious. The community felt
like it had lost its space — they were upset with the property owners, but they also felt that they weren't being
supported by the state agencies that were meant to oversee the poliution clean-ups,” Lipscomb recalled.

An estimation of the extent of the spill (source: Riverkeeper)

The team from Riverkeeper began to do whatever they could to bring more attention to the problem. “We
organized many patrols—! stopped counting them after five years, because we did hundreds. This was before
there were drones, so we used to physically take people out to the area to show them what was happening,”
said Lipscomb. They were also spending time investigating the causes and effects of the spill and eventually,
the team thought they had enough evidence to take ExxonMobil to court.

The case began in 2007, and ExxonMobil soon shut down their recovery wells, reducing the daily extraction of
oil by more than 90 percent. It also began the process of cleaning up the groundwater. In 2010, the case was
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settled with Exxon agreeing to pay $25 million in penalties as well as fully clean up traces of the spill within
Greenpoint.

The cleanup work is top priority, not least because the contamination can have serious health consequences
for people in the area. Dennis explained, “A lot of properties in Greenpoint are being converted from industrial
to residential sites, and this involves constructing buildings and digging basements and parking spaces. This
can push out contamination, since there are so many underground aquifers and streams. Greenpoint was
historically wetland, and there is a possibility that these are contaminated as well. Potentially contaminated
sites need to be inspected and remediated if they’re going to be livable.”

According to the Newtown Creek Alliance’s post, the companies in charge of the cleanup don’t believe that
more than 70 percent of the spillage can be recovered. However, the progress so far has been encouraging to
local residents. Leah Rae, the staff writer and media specialist at Riverkeeper, explained that about 12.5
million gallons of crude oil have been recovered already, by pulling up groundwater through pumping wells,
cleaning it and then returning it to the creek. “Another thing we're beginning to talk about is returning wildlife to
the creek. There are already fish coming back, and we’ve seen egrets and a few other species as well. Before
the work is done, we want to see a portion of the original life that used to be there,” she said.

Their optimism is compounded by the fact that there are now several other agencies who are helping with
outreach and cleanup efforts, such as the Newtown Creek Alliance and the North Brooklyn Boat Club. There
have been more eyes keeping a check on potential poliuters. “Last year, a guy who owned a waste oil
collection company was caught dumping refuse in the creek. He’d go to gas stations and get the oil they take
out of cars, take it back and refine it—the waste would go into the water. Paddlers from the Boat Club found it
in a little tributary along the north side of the creek. It was the kind if place | wouldn’t have been able to get to in
my boat. The community has really come forward,” said Lipscomb.

The push to clean up Greenpoint will definitely have to be a long-term effort, but Rae remains confident that
the community will continue to support them. “These waterways can’t be written off. it's easy to not put any
eyes on them, because it's not in our daily routine to pass by them. But we have an incredibly engaged
community around here that really, really cares about making things better,” she said.

NAG’s map could play a huge role in this scenario: By making information about this contamination more
accessible, it has the potential to galvanize a larger community around this issue and push for cleaning up
Greenpoint once and for all.

Proposed path would put oil pipeline near watershed in Mahwah
NOVEMBER 19, 2015, 8:28 AM

BY SCOTT FALLON

THE RECORD

MIKE DERER

An oil tanker, Eagle Beaumont, is docked on the Arthur Kill waterway in Linden, N.J., with the ConocoPhillips
Bayway refinery in background, Tuesday, April 22, 2008.

A company that wants to build an oil pipeline from Albany to Linden filed applications in New York on
Wednesday that show the pipeline entering Bergen County in one of the most environmentally sensitive areas
of the state.

Although Pilgrim Pipeline has not yet filed for permits in New Jersey, maps accompanying its application in
New York show the pipeline moving through the Highlands Preservation Area in Mahwah — an area close
enough to drinking water sources that development has been severely curbed. A Pilgrim spokesman said the
route is not final and could change during the review process.
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The application is the first formal step taken by the start-up company for approval of the controversial project
that was announced last year and has generated considerable opposition.

The company wants to build dual underground pipelines that would deliver crude oil 178 miles from Albany
possibly to the Bayway Refinery in Linden. It would send refined fuel, like gasoline and heating oil, back to New
York, a total of 16.8 million gallons daily.

Pilgrim executives said they expect to file their New Jersey application by year’'s end.

Pilgrim hopes to build 79 percent of its pipeline along the New York State Thruway’s right-of-way. it would veer
west away from the Thruway in Orange and Rockland counties before turning southeast and entering Mahwah
more than a mile west of Route 287.

The application did not contain any detailed maps of the New Jersey route. But a map of the entire project
shows it going through northwest Bergen County, crossing the middle of Passaic County, then into Morris
County and eventually east to Union County.

Pilgrim has said its pipeline is a safer alternative to the millions of gallons of oil carried each week through
North Jersey by train and barges along the Hudson River.

“We are confident that the Pilgrim Pipeline offers people in New York and New Jersey a way to transport U.S.-
produced energy products in a safer, more environmentally friendly, and more efficient manner than the other
available options,” said George Bochis, a Pilgrim vice president.

But environmentalists say the maps provided by Pilgrim on Wednesday show it's a threat to drinking water.

“You're essentially transferring it from barges to a water source for 5 million people” said Matt Smith, an
organizer with the advocacy group Food & Water Watch, adding, “The risks of this pipeline project are
obscene.”

About three dozen New Jersey towns have formally opposed the project, including Mahwah, Oakland,
Ringwood, Pompton Lakes, Wanaque, Bloomingdale, Kinnelon and Pequannock. In addition, freehoider
boards in five counties, including Bergen and Passaic have passed resolutions condemning it along with the
state Senate and Assembly.

Pilgrim doesn’t name the Bayway refinery in its application. The documents said it plans to connect to marine
terminals or refineries in and around Linden.

Pilgrim still has no agreement with Phillips 66, the parent company of Bayway. Dennis Nuss, a Phillips 66
spokesman, said Wednesday the pipeline “is currently not a strategic fit.”

Pilgrim spokesman Paul Nathanson said he’s confident the company will have plenty of customers, but would
not elaborate.

POLITICO

New York and New Jersey utility giants battle over power sharing
Jersey City ( Anthony Quintano)

By David Giambusso 5:32 a.m. | Nov. 19, 2015

They are the utility titans of New York and New Jersey, but Con Edison and PSE&G are not playing nicely
together when it comes to sharing resources.

A complex regulatory battle is underway between the two utilities over costs associated with transmission lines
that serve both states. A decades-old power-sharing agreement that has long been the source of consternation
between the two utilities is once again at the center of a dispute.

The argument stems from something called a "flywheel,” a construct that aliows electricity generated in New
York state to travel south through PSE&G territory in New Jersey and then back into New York City, where
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Con Edison holds dominion. Together the "flywheel" system is good for about 1,000 megawatts shipped from
New Jersey to New York.

The agreements, first hashed out in the 1970s between the utilities, essentially put Con Edison on the hook for
upgrades and maintenance costs for infrastructure in New Jersey. Those costs are now allocated by PJM, the
regional power marketplace for New Jersey and a wide swath of the mid-Atlantic.

Recently, though, PSE&G is seeking to make improvements to two assets that are part of the power-sharing
agreement: The Bergen-Linden Corridor transmission line and the Sewaren generating station.

The Bergen-Linden line is due for a $1.2 billion upgrade, for which Con Edison is on the hook for $629 million,
according to calculations by PJM. Con Edison claims that amount is 12 times what PSE&G is expected to pay.
The Sewaren station, which is getting repairs after Hurricane Sandy and beefed-up protections against future
storms, will cost Con Edison $51 million and PSEG nothing, Con Edison claims.

Con Edison is fighting to lower or eliminate those costs.

“We’re taking steps to protect the interest of Con Edison’s customers while ensuring the company continues to
deliver safe and reliable service," utility spokesman Robert McGee said in a statement.

In a filing with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Con Edison said the way PJM calculated the
utility's costs was inaccurate. |t says that PJM is measuring the flow of power from New Jersey to New York
and using that to divide costs between the utilities.

"Con Edison has shown that the Bergen-Linden Corridor (“BLC”) Project is intended to provide relief from short
circuit conditions, and that the benefits of such relief cannot be measured by measuring flows," utility lawyers
wrote in a filing with FERC. "Similarly, Con Edison has shown that the Sewaren Project is intended to provide
storm recovery and storm hardening benefits, which likewise cannot be measured by measuring flows."

PSE&G argues that Con Edison is reneging on previously reached agreements and that the planned upgrades
will directly benefit Con Edison customers — who will eventually foot the bill.

"The costs of the new transmission projects were allocated to Con Edison and others based on the beneficial
use of those upgrades," PSE&G lawyers wrote in a letter to their New York counterparts. "FERC found in
approving the allocation to Con Edison, that 'the facilities being upgraded provide essential reliability benefits
to Con Edison and New York."

Amid the conflict Con Edison says it may not even need the "flywheel" system anymore and when the
agreement comes up for renewal it is threatening to abandon the deal.

"Although Con Edison will not decide until April 2016 whether or not to extend the Agreements, we do think it is
appropriate to inform you ... that Con Edison's analysis based on currently available information does not
demonstrate that the agreements should be extended," utility lawyers wrote in a letter to PJM.

PSE&G responded that, even if that's the case, Con Edison still has to pay up. Moreover, they said not to
come knocking on their door if they have transmission needs in the future.

"Con Edison cannot expect to lean on the PJIM/PSE&G system in the absence of formal arrangements to do
s0," PSE&G laywers wrote, adding later, "A decision by Con Edison not to extend the Agreements would be a
dramatic change in the current assumptions used for transmission planning ... and could potentially have
significant impacts on the transmission planning needs for northern New Jersey."

FERC is currently weighing Con Edison's complaints.

POLITICO
Albany to New Jersey pipeline takes another step forward

Railroad oil tanker cars are parked at a Global Partners building at the Port of Albany. (AP Photo/Mike Groll,
File)TweetShare on Facebook Print
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By Scott Waldman 1:35 p.m. | Nov. 18, 2015 2

ALBANY — A proposed pipeline that would carry crude oil from Albany to New Jersey moved another step
forward on Wednesday.

Developers of the 178-mile Pilgrim pipeline submitted permits in New York with the state Thruway Authority.
The pipeline would be two separate, parallel underground lines that would run about 116 miles in New York,
following the Thruway right of way, and then through New Jersey to refineries in Linden. The pipeline will flow
in both directions, bringing 200,000 barrels of gasoline, diesel, kerosene and home heating oil north every day
and the same amount of crude oil to the south. The company is expected to file for permits in New Jersey by
the end of the year.

The pipeline would transport about 73 million barrels of oil annually, which is roughly equivalent to the amount
of crude now transported along the Hudson River by ship and barge. The pipeline’s developers have said it will
reduce the need for oil transportation on the river. Pipelines are generally considered the safest method of
transporting oil and gas.

“The northeast is an increasingly important part of this new energy dynamic, and residents need to consider
how best to transport these products to market,” said George Bochis, Pilgrim’s vice president for development.
“We are confident that the Pilgrim Pipeline offers people in New York and New Jersey a way to transport U.S.-
produced energy products in a safer, more environmentally friendly, and more efficient manner than the other
available options.”

Thruway Authority spokeswoman Jennifer Givner said the state is reviewing the application.

"At this time, no decision has been made about this proposed project,” she said in a statement. "Pilgrim
Pipeline’s application and preliminary Draft Environmental Impact Statement still requires Thruway Authority
review and approval prior to initiating the formal environmental review process, which would include scoping
sessions and appropriate public review and comment opportunities.”

The Department of Environmental Conservation will also review the pipeline application, spokesman Sean
Mahar said.

"DEC will participate in the Thruway Authority’s coordinated and rigorous review of the project application to
ensure that all the potential environmental impacts are adequately identified and addressed," he said.

The pipeline, which needs state and federal approvals, will be met with fierce opposition from environmental
and community groups. They argue that pipelines erode property values, pose environmental threats and
increase the nation’s reliance on fossil fuels at the expense of cleaner, renewable options.

In New Jersey, both houses of the state legislature and communities along the pipeline's route already have
passed measures opposing Pilgrim, said Jeff Tittel, director of the New Jersey Sierra Club. He said it will
endanger drinking water supplies and protected wilderness areas as well as the people who live along its
route.

"Bakken oil is not only the most flammable, it's the most explosive, and no matter how you ship it there will be
serious disasters,” he said. “Hundreds of citizens have come out to meetings and wrote their officials to oppose
this project.”

The Department of Environmental Conservation in New York has delayed a decision on water permits needed
to begin construction on another project, the Constitution pipeline in the Southern Tier and Schoharie Valley,
for about a year. It's unclear when a final decision will be made on that project or how long state officials will
take to weigh in on the Pilgrim pipeline. Oversight of pipelines is generally the purview of federal regulators.

Under Gov. Andrew Cuomo, the number of oil trains moving through New York has increased dramatically.
Two transportation firms at the Albany port have state permission to move almost three billion gallons of oil
annually. The crude comes from the fracking boom in the Bakken shale of North Dakota and Montana. Another
pipeline could increase the number of oil trains through New York.
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Ask Well: Is It Safe to Eat Moldy Bread?

By Roni Caryn Rabin

October 29, 2015

Q

Is bread mold dangerous? If a small spot of moid appears on bread, should the whole loaf be avoided?
A

When you see a spot of mold on bread, you are just seeing the tip of the iceberg, so to speak, because mold
has long threadlike roots that invade the food “and you might not be able to tell how far it's gone,” said
Marianne H. Gravely, an educator with the United States Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety and
Inspection Service.

The U.S.D.A. recommends discarding bread and other baked goods with mold, because the microscopic fungi
can cause allergic reactions and respiratory problems in some people. A few molds, under certain conditions,
may produce hazardous substances called mycotoxins. The worst of these, aflatoxins, may cause liver cancer
and are found primarily in peanuts and corn during harvesting and storage. Their presence is monitored by
government agencies.

If you want to preserve some of the bread, Ms. Gravely said, “cut away a big section surrounding the mold with
a healthy margin around it to make sure you got all of it.”

But check the whole bread loaf carefully as there may be more mold you haven’t noticed in other spots. Mold is
an indication the bread has probably been stored for too long and is “past its prime,” Ms. Gravely said. Foods
that are moldy may also have bacteria that are invisible to the naked eye.

The U.S.D.A. generally recommends discarding most foods with mold, the exceptions being hard salami, which
can have the mold scrubbed off, and hard cheeses and firm fruits and vegetables, which should have a large
section around the mold carved off and discarded. (Molds used in the manufacturing of cheese like Roquefort
and Brie are safe to eat.)

Never sniff mold that you see on food — that can lead to respiratory problems if the mold spores are inhaled.
Wrap moldy food in a bag or in plastic before throwing it out and discard it in a trash can with a lid. Clean the
area where the item was stored and check other food items nearby to see if they have been contaminated,
since molds can spread easily through the air or by contact with contaminated foods.

HH##
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Message

From: Shore, Berry [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CCDB5298240449EBA038932B99491247-SHORE, BERRY]

Sent: 11/17/2015 2:01:48 PM

To: R2 EPA NY NJ PR VI (EPA Staff) [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=e2c3e9e189324acdbec2489c¢973c3185-R2 EPA NY NI PR VI (EPA Staff)]
Subject: Morning Clips

Family's poisoning leads to pesticides conference
By ASHLEY Mayrianne JONES (Daily News Staff)
Published: November 16, 2015

Virgin Islands news

Wednesday, nine months after a family was poisoned by methyl bromide on St. John, the Environmental
Protection Agency and Department of Natural Resources will be co-hosting a "Reducing Pesticides in the V.I1."
conference to educate the hospitality sector on alternative uses for pest management.

The conference, which is the first of its kind in the Virgin Islands, is a direct response to the incident in March,
in which four members of the Esmond family suffered severe medical complications after being exposed to
fumes during their stay at Sirenusa, according to EPA Region 2 Regional Administrator Judith Enck.

According to Enck, three of the four family members suffered "serious neurological damage that they will
probably never recover from." The two teenage boys remain in the hospital, she said, and the EPA enforcement
case is ongoing.

Enck said that she and V 1. Department of Planning and Natural Resources Commissioner Dawn Henry "are
very concerned and we want to make sure this does not happen again," Enck said. "There is a need to educate

people."

The full-day conference will focus on integrated pest management as an alternative to toxic pesticides, said
Enck, and will feature experts from around the nation.

Integrated pest management involves eliminating the pest problem at its source with preventative measures such
as closing screens and cleaning up food residue, rather than reaching for a pesticide as a first option, Enck said.

Alternative measures can be applied to all pests, from termites to rodents, Enck said.

"For instance, in New York, there is a mouse problem. I could put out poison, or I could put out the tried-and-
true mousetrap, and avoid using the toxic material," Enck said.

While the conference is geared towards hotels, restaurants and schools, Enck said she encourages the general
public to attend the conference as well, even if for only part of the day.

"We are targeted at the hospitality sector because of what happened on St. John, but we want the general public
to attend as well," she said.

Most of the time, cutting off the pests' food supply by placing trash bins further away from a building or
ensuring counter tops are cleaned will greatly reduce the pest problem, Enck said.
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"You don't want to be a good host for them," Enck said.
The conference will feature speeches by Enck, Henry and Gov. Kenneth Mapp.

Dr. Jody Gongloff-Kaufmann of Cornell University will speak about reducing the use of pesticides in hotels,
schools and restaurants, and Timothy Madere, a special projects coordinator for the city of New Orleans, will
speak about reducing pesticides in the home.

There also will be a keynote speech by well-respected physician Dr. Philip Landrigan of Mt. Sinai Hospital,
who will talk about the harmful health effects of pesticides, and a speech about children's vulnerability to
pesticides by Dr. Ruth Etzel, Enck said.

Other speakers include EPA Senior Advisor Claudia Gutierrez, Department of Planning and Natural Resources
Director Norman Williams, and Dr. Perry Sheffield from Mount Sinai School of Medicine.

The conference will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Wednesday at the Charles Turnbull Regional Library
on St. Thomas, and is free and open to the public. Those interested in attending can register by calling 212-637-
5038 or by visiting www.epa-r2-ipm.eventbrite.com.

- Contact Ashley Mayrianne Jones at 714-9130 or ajones@dailynews.viAlthough the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency is not currently planning a pesticide reduction conference for St. Croix, the EPA will be
taking an active stance in enforcing new safety regulations for agricultural workers, said Region 2 Regional
Administrator Judith Enck. The new revisions to the Worker Protection Standard, which were put into effect on
Nov. 2, are designed to protect farm workers and stipulate how agricultural pesticides should be managed, she
said.

EPA, DPNR To Host Press Conference On Reducing Pesticide Use
November 16, 2015
Virgin Islands Consortium

ST. THOMAS — Department of Planning and Natural Resources Commissioner Dawn Henry announced via
press release this afternoon that the department, in collaboration with the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), will host a free conference on reducing pesticide use on Wednesday at the Charles W. Turnbull
Regional Library here. Governor Kenneth Mapp will also be present, according to a separate press release
issued by Government House.

“Pesticides can be extremely toxic to people, and they should be used with extreme caution,” said EPA
Regional Administrator Judith A. Enck. “By using integrated pest management practices, we can reduce the
amount of pesticides in the environment— protecting people from long and short term illnesses.”

Commissioner Henry added: “DPNR is proud to host this conference which will allow our local population to
take a proactive approach to pest management by eliminating those environmental factors that help pests thrive
and when appropriate, utilize more environmental friendly products.”

The event is said to begin at 10:45 a.m. at the library, where EPA and government officials will discuss the
agencies’ partnership, and efforts being taken to reduce pesticide use.

Don’t leave pipeline for our grandchildren
BY Pat Roberts
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5:38 p.m. EST November 16, 2015
Press and Sun-Bulletin

Gov. Andrew Cuomo is fast becoming one of the strongest defenders of our environment and health as we
move from fossil fuels to clean energy.

He began by keeping high-volume horizontal hydrofracking out of the state, a decision that has been reinforced
by new information on its harms and risks. Now, the governor has vetoed the proposed natural gas transfer
station at Port Ambrose. He said the dangers of a terrorist attack or damage from weather the proportions of
Hurricane Sandy were too great.

In Governor Cuomo’s latest energy plan, there is a goal to cut greenhouse gas emissions 80 percent by 2050. I
won’t be here in 2050, but my grandchildren will be. What will also be here if Governor Cuomo doesn’t act is
an approximately 124-mile pipeline through our state carrying natural gas to transfer stations on the Northeast
coast — in other words, to facilities similar to the one he just vetoed for the New York coastline.

The Federal Energy Regulation Commission, or FERC, is in charge of approving this pipeline. Unfortunately,
FERC has a history of downplaying the environmental impacts of natural gas production.

In 2012, several groups took FERC to court, saying the commission should have done a more expansive review
of environmental impacts of a 39-mile pipeline it had approved that would cross about 100 waterways in
Pennsylvania. The Environmental Protection Agency agreed, but the courts did not. A three-judge panel ruled
FERC had done a sufficient job, and the larger environmental consequences of the pipeline project did not need
to be considered.

Three years later, the EPA, along with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife, the state Attorney General’s Office and the
Department of Environmental Conservation have all concluded FERC’s environmental impact statement for the
124-mile Constitution Pipeline is incomplete. So the project is on hold.

Proponents argue New York needs natural gas, and the Constitution Pipeline will bring it. They ignore the fact
that this would be a transmission line traveling through the state like a superhighway with no major on or off
ramps.

What is important to me and should be important to Governor Cuomo is that we do not leave behind a giant
pipeline that will have provided years of opportunity for greenhouse gas leaks and accidents. The Constitution
Pipeline does not fit in with Governor Cuomo’s energy plans or his apparent determination to protect our health
and environment.

You can tell him to say no to the pipeline and yes to a clear path to clean energy sources by calling (800) 335-
2120 or commenting online at

documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Comments/PublicComments.aspx?MatterCaseNo=14-m-0101.

Better still, go to the Public Service Commission hearing at 7 p.m. Tuesday.

The Challenges for Volkswagen's Internal Investigation
11/16/2015
New York Times, The
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Step 1 in the playbook for a company accused of misconduct is a promise of complete cooperation with the
government. Step 2 is the key, because the company must then conduct a thorough internal investigation that
will deliver the information necessary to assure regulators and prosecutors that the problem has been dealt with
and those responsible have been identified.

It is the second step that seems to be tripping up Volkswagen these days. The automaker is offering a type of
amnesty to some of its workers who provide information that the law firm Jones Day needs to respond to
multiple inquiries into how vehicles avoided emission standards in the United States and Europe.

Without information that identifies who was responsible and whether senior management was aware of the
violations, Volkswagen will be left looking like it was unwilling to fulfill its promise of cooperation. That is
almost sure to bring down the wrath of the Justice Department, which identifies complete disclosure of
wrongdoing as the cornerstone of its assessment of whether to file criminal charges against a company.

The story out of Volkswagen certainly has shifted since the Environmental Protection Agency issued a notice
on Sept. 18 that the company installed a "defeat device" in vehicles equipped with 2-liter diesel engines
designed to circumvent emissions tests in violation of the Clean Air Act. A second notice of violations on Nov.
2 covers Porsche and Audi vehicles with a 3-liter diesel engine, which Volkswagen has denied.

Initially, the software used to fool the emissions tests was described as "irregularities" in the resignation
statement of its former chief executive, Martin Winterkorn, just a few days after the first E.P.A. charges.

"T am stunned that misconduct on such a scale was possible in the Volkswagen group," he said, implying that it
was a conspiracy of a small group of rogue employees.

Michael Homn, the chief of the company's American subsidiary, told Congress a few weeks later that the defeat
device was the work of "a couple of software engineers who put this in for whatever reason," an explanation he
acknowledged was "very hard to believe."

It turns out that explanation is more than just hard to believe. Volkswagen disclosed recently that it
underreported the level of carbon dioxide produced by 800,000 vehicles in Europe, including some with regular
gasoline engines, based on information provided by a whistle-blower in the company.

The company's environmental problems seem to be expanding, making it hard to come across as cooperative
when it does not appear to have a handle on the extent of the potential misconduct. If Volkswagen has any hope
of producing a report from its internal investigation that shows it was cooperative, it needs to shake loose
enough information to provide assurances that there are no more problems in how it complied with emission
standards and other vehicle reporting requirements.

Thus, the amnesty offer asks employees to step forward to report what they know about violations on the
promise that they will not be fired or face damage claims from the company. The program is open only until
Nov. 30, and applies to workers covered by a collective bargaining agreement, which leaves out corporate
managers.

The question is whether the pressure to provide information will work, and how quickly Volkswagen can put
together a report that will satisfy regulators and prosecutors in the United States and Europe.
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There is only so much Volkswagen can offer its employees to encourage them to be forthcoming. The letter
from Herbert Diess, the chief executive of the Volkswagen division, pointed out that the company could not
protect them from criminal charges.

Will they be willing to risk a potential criminal prosecution for their role in the design or installation of a defeat
device? A lawyer would probably recommend against making any disclosure because the situation is a form of
prisoner's dilemma in which the employees might avoid any negative consequences if everyone stays quiet,
even though it could cost the company mightily.

The likelihood of a criminal prosecution is usually less for those in the lower ranks. But there is always the
concern about being made into a scapegoat, especially when the company put the blame initially on "a couple of
software engineers."

Volkswagen's management made it clear early on that senior officials were unaware of the defeat device. The
company's supervisory board emphasized in a statement that Mr. Winterkorn had "no knowledge of the
manipulation of the emissions data" before any internal investigation had even started. So in assessing who is
more likely to be thrown under the proverbial bus, lower-level employees might not trust that management will
be looking out for their interests.

That concern may be compounded by the Justice Department's recent push to force corporations to identify
culpable individuals inside the organization as a prerequisite to being considered cooperative in an
investigation. A memorandum to federal prosecutors from Sally Q. Yates, the deputy attorney general, issued
just nine days before the E.P.A. filed the first notice of Volkswagen's violations, states that "to be eligible for
any cooperation credit, corporations must provide the Department all relevant facts about the individuals
involved in corporate misconduct" -- with the "any" underlined for emphasis.

Another issue Volkswagen faces is that the whole purpose of the software was to evade the law, so it might be
open to question how forthcoming anyone will be about their own role in a cover-up. The problem with inviting
wide-scale whistle-blowing is that it can be hard to judge who is telling the truth and who may be settling an old
score or trying to gain protection from charges of misconduct by deflecting attention to others.

So for the lawyers at Jones Day conducting the investigation, the challenge will be sorting out the informational
wheat from the chaff, which could drag out the process, despite the pressure to explain what happened as
quickly as possible.

Even if Volkswagen is successful in getting enough information that it can provide a comprehensive report on
how it evaded the law, that alone will not ensure that prosecutors will view the company as fully cooperative.
Of late, the Justice Department has emphasized that the strength of a compliance program is an important factor
in assessing corporate culpability.

In a recent speech, Leslie R. Caldwell, the assistant attorney general in charge of the criminal division,
discussed the hallmarks of an effective compliance program. The first question she identified is, "Does the
institution ensure that its directors and senior managers provide strong, explicit and visible support for its
corporate compliance policies?"

Answering that affirmatively might be difficult for Volkswagen, given that the use of the defeat device lasted
for years and its senior management deny having even the slightest inkling that it had been installed. The
amnesty program might be seen as almost a tacit admission that the company did not have anything close to an
effective compliance program in place.
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For Volkswagen, the appeal to its employees for information may be something of a last-ditch effort to ferret
out information needed for a credible internal investigation that will generate at least some credit for
cooperation. The company better hope its workers will be forthcoming, otherwise if faces the possibility of
being labeled uncooperative, which will raise the price of any resolution of the investigations.

Mennonite Farmers Are Leaving Mexico, and Competition for Water
11/16/2015
New York Times, The

RIVA PALACIO, Mexico -- On the edge of a high plain fringed by craggy sandstone hills, Johan Friesen's
small farm is a testament to the rural providence of his Mennonite people.

Neat fields of onion, soybean and yellow corn stretch behind his concrete and adobe house. In the farmyard, a
few dozen cows stand in a corral, ready for milking, and a canary-colored reaper awaits repair. But beneath this
valley of orderly farms in the center of Chihuahua State, the picture is less than serene, officials and farmers
say.

Underground reservoirs have been drained by thirsty crops, like corn, that are the mainstay of the Mennonites'
success, they say. Competition for groundwater -- which officials have warned could run out in 20 years -- has
strained relations between the pacifist, Low German-speaking Mennonites and other farmers and, on occasion,
incited violence.

As California guzzles groundwater and Saudi Arabia rents land in Arizona because its own aquifers are
depleted, Chihuahua is a study in the costs of overusing a resource and the tensions that flare as it becomes
scarce.

Mexico will go to the global climate change conference, which begins on Nov. 30 in Paris, with one of the
world's most ambitious laws for curbing emissions and a keen sense of the effects of a changing climate: severe
droughts, erratic rains, floods and hailstorms.

In Chihuahua, nearly a century after the Anabaptist Mennonites migrated from Canada and transformed this
valley into a lush carpet of crops, hundreds are trading the land they call home for one where land is cheaper

and water is more plentiful.

"People say the water is going to run out," said Mr. Friesen, 44, who in the spring will join 25 Mennonite
families who have begun a new colony in central Argentina. "Without water you can't grow anything."

Santa Rita, in Mexico's Mennonite heartland, is a colony of one-story, pitched-roofed homes, clipped lawns and
straight roads -- a world away from a typical Mexican village.

On a recent Saturday, perhaps the loudest noise was that of a lawn mower, steered by a young woman wearing a
long dress and a straw hat.

For all their good husbandry, though, Mennonite farmers have been prodigal consumers of groundwater, experts
said.

'Water has been a source of wealth in Chihuahua, and while that wealth lasts, people are not thinking about how
much they are using," said Arturo Puente Gonzlez, an agricultural economist.
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Still, it was "very unfair” to blame the region's water problems on the Mennonites, said Kamel Athi Flores, the
head of the Chihuahua branch of the National Water Commission, known as Conagua, which regulates supply.
He pointed to city dwellers and big non-Mennonite farms that produce apples and pecans -- also thirsty crops.

Cornelius Banman, a farmer from the Manitoba colony, about 50 miles south of Santa Rita, said nobody
complained about the pecan farmers because they were of Mexican descent and, unlike Mennonites, who do not
vote, had political clout.

"They look on us as foreigners," he said.

The Mennonites live apart in their colonies and rarely marry outside, though they pay workers above-average
wages. The most conservative eschew electricity and other devices that would link them to the outside world.

Others use WhatsApp, a messaging application, and research land prices on the Internet, but they discourage
distractions like Facebook.

The women speak little Spanish, and children are raised for a "wholesome" rural life, attending Mennonite
schools until eighth grade.

The Mennonites began digging wells for irrigation in the 1980s, said Vctor Quintana Silveyra, a sociologist and
politician in Chihuahua City who has studied local water use. As their population grew -- they estimate their
number at 60,000 -- they used credit from Mennonite banks to buy land in the desert and to install irrigation
systems. Since 2000, irrigated land in Chihuahua has doubled, to about 1.3 million acres, and farmers are
pumping water at an "exploitative" rate, Mr. Quintana said.

Farmers said wells had to be dug three times deeper today than they were 20 years ago, a process some cannot
afford. To slow extraction, the government in 2013 ruled that all new wells require a permit.

"I can see a point, in my lifetime, when the water here is finished," said Lus Armando Portillo, a farmer who is
the president of the Technical Committee of Groundwater in Ciudad Cuauhtmoc.

A group of activists known as El Barzn has campaigned to shut down illegal wells and break dams on
Mennonite land. Joaqun Solorio, a Barzn activist whose parents had to sell their cattle after their well, next to a
Mennonite farm, dried up, said the group had lodged complaints about illegal water use. "It's not just
Mennonites," he said.

Defending water rights can be deadly in Chihuahua, where links between organized crime, mining and farming
are murky. Alberto Almeida Fernndez, a former politician who protested against illegal wells and against a
Canadian mining project, died after he was shot in February. Two other activists, Mr. Solorio's brother and
sister-in-law, were killed in 2012. The police have yet to solve the crimes, and members of Barzn -- three of
whom have state police escorts -- discard a Mennonite connection. But the deaths have added to tensions.

"You think about buying land, and then you think, 'T don't want problems,' " said Johan Rempel, a leader of the
Manitoba colony who is looking for land overseas for about 100 families.

In some ways, the Mennonites' migration is another turn of history. Those who moved to Mexico from Canada

had fled persecution in Russia. Over the years, some settled in other parts of Mexico, and conservative groups
broke from the Mexican colonies and moved to Bolivia, Paraguay and Belize.
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But with younger farmers facing new pressures -- difficulty getting permits for wells, and soaring costs for
irrigated land -- some predict that they will look to find land elsewhere.

About 50 of the 300 families in Mr. Friesen's colony, Santa Rita, will move to San Luis Province in Argentina,
said Abraham Wiebe Klassen, the head of the colony. Other colonies have looked at land in Russia and
Colombia.

The perception that Mennonites are more attached to their culture than to their country irks other farmers.

"Their world is everywhere," Mr. Portillo said. "They arrive, they work the earth and when they need more, they
move on."

"This is my land," he added. "My dead lie here. I won't leave."

Abraham Wiebe Wiebe, who was preparing to leave for Argentina with his wife and children, disagreed. "I'm
100 percent Mexican," he said.

Sitting in his kitchen as his wife rolled out cookies, Mr. Wiebe, 49, said he had "lost a lot of sleep" over leaving.
"But our children have no future here," he said.

Several Mennonite farmers said they were skeptical that Chihuahua would run dry. Water was God-given, one
farmer said, and only God could take it away.

"Doesn't water go in a cycle?" Mr. Wiebe asked. "You pull it from the ground, and then it rains from the sky."

Others are less sanguine. Nicolas Wall, a Mennonite who farms 700 acres of corn with his brother, worries that
there will not be enough water for his children to farm.

"I think there'll be an end to it sometime," Mr. Wall said. "But when?"

The real problem lies with the government, farmers and experts said. The water commission is a "den of
corruption," Mr. Klassen said, a place where officials take years to process paperwork and sell well permits for
thousands of dollars.

Mr. Athi did not deny corruption, but said the problem was "older than Christ."

Mr. Puente said Mexico needed to start a national conversation. People are turning to other energy sources, he
said, adding: "But there is no alternative to water. Water is water."

Mr. Friesen will trade such worries for the challenge of starting a new life on the 250 acres he bought in
Argentina. Those already there have built some houses and bought cattle, he said. Three babies have been born.

Hard as it would be to leave "the homeland," Mr. Friesen said, his five children would "put down roots" in a new
place. Standing in the dairy barn as his wife, Gertruda, milked cows, he smiled.

"We're going to create exactly the same world there that we built here," he said.

NJBPU Continues to Help Advance Energy Efficiency Goals
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Nov 16, 2015
New Jersey Business

Actions by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities today continue to advance Governor Christie’s 2011 State
Energy Master Plan energy efficiency goals by establishing an LED Surface Lighting Program for state-owned
facilities and approving energy-efficiency incentives for a new 54-story, mixed-use residential building
currently under construction in Jersey City.

“Today’s action demonstrates the Board’s continued commitment to implementing the goals and policies of
Governor Christie’s 2011 State Energy Master Plan in support of the efficient use and conservation of energy,”
said Richard S. Mroz, president of the N.J. Board of Public Utilities. “Through efforts such as the LED Surface
Lighting Program and incorporating the Environmental Defense Fund’s Investor Confidence Project protocols
into New Jersey’s Clean Energy Program, New Jersey continues to be a leader in energy efficiency and
improving the environment.”

In establishing the LED Surface Lighting Program (LSLP), the board approved initially funding using
approximately $1.8 million in federal funds to install high-energy efficient lighting upgrades at State parking
garages and facilities. The first six projects will upgrade inefficient lighting fixtures in parking garages at the
State House, Department of Motor Vehicles, Hughes Justice Complex, and the Department of Labor, and
inefficient lighting in the Central Distribution Warehouse.

The LED lighting upgrades at the six facilities are expected to result in total estimated annual energy savings of
1,810,194 kwh; saving NJ taxpayers approximately $199,000 annually. Over the expected life of the equipment,
taxpayers are expected to save nearly $2 million. The program will also comply with all federal regulations,
including Buy-American compliance rules. The program will be administered by the State Energy Office within
the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities.

The board also approved energy-efficiency incentives, through New Jersey’s Clean Energy Program™ (NJCEP)
Pay for Performance program, of approximately$686,731 for Journal Squared I, a new 54-story, 538-apartment,
mixed-use residential building currently under construction in Jersey City. The incentives will make possible
more than $1.2 million in upgrades that will result in expected annual energy savings of over

$150,000. Journal Squared Associates, the developer for the project, will receive incentives through a series of
three installments and incentive levels are directly linked to the amount of energy savings that will be achieved
at the complex.

“For new construction projects greater than 50,000 square feet, the Pay for Performance program provides the
resources developers need to take their buildings to the next level of energy efficiency,” said President Mroz.
“As developers remake the Jersey City skyline, Journal Squared will stand tall as a model in energy efficiency
for all of New Jersey.”

Kushner Real Estate (KRE) Group designed Journal Squared with energy-efficient features that include high-
efficiency water-source heat pumps, LED lighting, window upgrades and occupancy sensors, as well as
ENERGY STAR® refrigerators and dishwashers. Low-flow faucets and a high-efficiency central boiler for
domestic hot water will also reduce energy consumption by avoiding the use of more than 530,000 gallons of
water per year.

“The decision to invest in energy efficiency is one that aligns with both our practical business needs and core

philosophy,” said Jeremy Kaplan, Chief Operating Officer of the KRE Group. “We take a l